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No new taxes? Read his lips 


Brown pledge over 
rales leaves door open 
for future increases 
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Anthony Bevins 

Pol tf cal Editor 

Gordon Brown yesterday ruled out 
any increase in the basic or top rates 
of income tax -or any extension of 
value-added tax -while leaving the 
back door wide open for other tax 
increases. 

_ In a London speech designed to 
kill Labour's image as the tax-and- 
spend party, the Shadow Chancel- 
lor said: “A Labour government will 
not increase Lhe basic rate of tax. 

“It is because we understand the 
importance of work that there will 
be no return to penal marginal 
rates aL the top. As a signal of the 
importance we attach Unrewarding 
work, I want to make dear that 1 wiS 
not increase the top rate of tax." 

Having confirmed the current 
basic rate of 23p in the pound and 
the top rate of 40p, Mr Brown re- 
pealed hjs hope of getting a new 
lower rate of lOp for low-earners. 

But in a careful - and calculated 
- escape clause, he also said: “I will 
not make blanket commitments on 
each and every one of more than 200 
tax exemptions, reliefs and al- 
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NEW BROWN SHOES 


lowaoces in the system, before we 
know all the economic circum- 
stances we will face, including the 
true state of the public finances." 

A Conservative source said last 
l’.i that Mr Brown had closed off 
•. o tax-raising options - out of 200 
- leaving the irresponsible impres- 
f sion that he was not planning to in- 
crease the tax burden. 

■ That Conservative point was un- 
jderlined by lhe fact that the present 
■Government has repeatedly used tax 

- ‘allowances to squeeze more revenue 

■ rout of the system. The rate of mort- 
. rgage interest tax relief has been re- 

■ duced, tax relief for profit-related 
.-.pay is being phased out, and the 

' < ’ married couple's allowance was 

■ frozen in the 1991 Budget. 

But the point was also made by 
'“'sit senior Labour source that while 
’ v- Mr Brown bad provided reassurance 
: about Labour plans for income tax 
-‘ - rates - he had left himself the “flex- 
\ J Utility" to increase taxes. 

:T-£.. “He has not boxed himself in,” 
\-ihe bulependeni was told. “If he had 
Vi?: : 


said there would be no change in tax. 
il would not have been credible." 

The speech - in which Mr Brown 
confirmed (hat Labour would slick 
lo Tory spending limits in iLs first year 
of office, and maintain curbs on pub- 
lic sector pay - triggered strong re- 
action from across the political 
spectrum. 

Kenneth Oarke, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, said: “Hell will 
freeze before Gordon Brown could 
control spending and keep tax down. 

“We know that New Labour have 
made pledges worth £30bn in the 
next Parliament. They have not 
withdrawn any of them. But lime af- 
ter time in this Parliament, New 
Labour have shown that they would 
increase spending and would have 
to put up taxes to pay for it." 

Opposition parties, ranging from 
the Liberal Democrats to Plaid 
Cymru, also attacked the plans, 
dismissing them as “daft and irre- 
sponsible promises” and “punishing 
widows and pensioners". The 
Labour left-winger Ken Living- 
stone warned that Mr Brown might 
have to raise the top rate of tax to 
kflj a consumer-led boom, and he 
said that 90 per cent of Labour MPS 
believed the lax tystem Mr Brown 
planned to keep intact was unfair. 

Rodney Bickerstaffe. general sec- 
retary of Unison, said: “If the 
Labour Party say what they mean- 
and mean what they say. and are 
committed to real social justice, at- 
tention wfll have to be given to the 
low paid and this will inevitably in- 
clude public service workers. We ask 
for no favours. We ask for fairness." 

But Mr Brown said: “With 
Labour, all public sector pay agree- 
ments must be financed from with- 
in the agreed departmental cash 
limits. Just as we wfll resist every oth- 
er unreasonable demand on the pub- 
lic purse, we will resist unreasonable 
public sector pay demands." 

He also promised “a compre- 
hensive spending review" that would 
take a long-term and strategic view 
of public spending - to shift the bal- 
ance from consumption to invest- 
ment. from welfare to education. 

“We reject the old Labour litmus 
test on spending," Mr Brown said; 
“that increasing the overall level of 
spending is proof of our socialist 
commitment." 

As for the possibility of increas- 
ing taxes, Mr Brown said: “We 
must have a fair tax system that 
treats individuals in an equitable 
way: not tolerating wide differences 
of treatment for individuals or com- 
panies in broadly similar circum- 
stances. 

“It also means fair treatment of 
men and women as individuals, 
and that over their lifetime indi- 
viduals with similar incomes pay 
similar amounts of tax." 

Mr Brown repeated Labour’s 
commitment to a crack down on high 
earners “who abuse the tax system 
using scams, loopholes and dodges". 

Leading article, page 11 
Donald Macintyre, page 13 





Rising expectations: Gordon Brown (centre) in a lift on the way to give his speech yesterday 

Mr Responsibility he may be, 
but we could all still pay more 


His speech made it dear, if anybody still 
doubted it, that responsibility is Gordon 
Brown's middle name. He wanted to 
hammer home once again the idea 
that new Labour is not going to tax more 
lo spend more. Yesterday's dramatic an- 
nouncement was his biggest hammer- 
blow yeU leaving many observers reeling. 

But could Labour deliver five years 
of government without any tax rises? 
Could any government? There was 
plenty of City scepticism about Mr 
Brown's pledge to stick to the current 
spending plans for this financial year and 
lo the expenditure total already set for 
199S/99. 

Steven Bell, head of research at 
Deutsche Morgan GrenfelLsaid: “They 
are painting themselves into a comer. 
We have never even believed the Con- 
servatives could keep to these spending 
plans." Pamela Meadowes, director of 
Lhe Policy Studies Institute, said Labour 
were “raising expectations about health 
and education which they will have an 
enormous amount of difficulty in satis- 
fying if Mr Brown sticks to what he said 
in his speech". 

The City attributes Kenneth Clarke’s 
success in meeting his spending targets 
for the last three years to the freezing 
of public sector pay - possible thanks 



by Diane Coyle 

(Economics Editor) 


to low inflation. Labour will find il very 
bard to deliver the same deal. 

Given that the national debt has dou- 
bled under Mr Major's time as Prime 
Minister and the Government's plans to 
cut borrowing are already considered 
over-optimistic, many City experts think 
higher taxes are a near-certainty after 
the election. 

Labour clearly cannot admit this 
logic and agree now that the government 
finances are in a mess. But Mr Brown 
is well aware of the danger of Labour 
promising something in the heat of the 
election campaign that it cannot deliv- 
er afterwards. 

This was the trap that caught out Lhe 
Tories on tax m 1992. doing their cred- 


ibility huge damage ever since. Yet now. 
five years on. Labour has made this new 
and dramatic pledge at a lime when the 
public finances are in a precarious slate 
and Lhe cun-ent spending plans unreal- 
istic. How does the Shadow Chancellor 
try to escape this dilemma? 

The most important thing is that Mr 
Brown, despite the bold rhetoric, has not 
actually promised not to increase taxes 
if the public finances require it. There 
are other ways. Labour has ruled out nei- 
ther reducing tax breaks such as mort- 
gage interest tax relief, nor increasing 
company taxation. 

To judge from the City reaction yes- 
terday, few of Labour's old enemies in 
the financial markets query its under- 
lying fiscal prudence. Indeed, many 
people in the markets now predict thai 
the pound would foil if it looked like the 
Conservatives could snatch an election 
victory, because investors think Chan- 
cellor Brown would be more cautious 
in setting interest rates and government 
borrowing than Chancellor Clarke. 

It is a thought to delight New Labour 
strategists. But there is another thought 
for the rest of us to chew oven unless 
there are serious spending cuts then.- 
whoever wins, and whatever they say 
now. . . taxes will probably rise. 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Q What vyV h^pen to 
taxes Blair or 
Malory . - 

Q lf things, go JpHly, would 
the Torfagrtaka us out of 
Europa£:-- 

O Wffl Blair back voting 
reform if he wins? 


■ The shadow 
Chancellor Gordon 
Brownls pledges 
yesterday not to 
increase income tax 
during the fi feti me of the 
first Labour parBament 
left several loopholes for 
future tax increases. 

■While he also pledged 
not to extend the scope 
of value-added tax, he 
was careful to leave the 
way open for tax 
increases through the 
200 tax exemptions, 
reliefs and allowances *- 
like mortgage interest 
tax relief. 

■ He renewed the partyls 
comrratment to treat 
individuals in an equitable 
way, and to ensure that - 
the tax burden s based . 
on an ability to pay, along 
with a crackdown on the 
minority of high-eamers 
who abuse the . system 
using "scams, loopholes 
and dodges". 

■ Mr Brown also 
threatened specific 
action against wealthy - 
individuals who avoid • 
paying tax on estates 
worth more than 21m, 
and companies making 
biffions who escape their . 
fair share of tax by using 
offshore, tax havens. 


I W5H the parties spend 
more on schools- and 
,wtw loses? 

i Would Ashdown keep 
iBtakki power without 
JpR? 

I Cm Labour match the 
Tory pledge on NHS 
■cash? 


| Would Labour take 
I Britan into 
J a singe currency? 


Q What do 
mean by 
welfare? 


the parties 
ratflcal reform of 
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Clinton calls for a new spirit 


Cali 


9 "770951 "9464 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

Demanding that the United 
States rise above race, parti- 
sanship and intolerance, Pres- 
I Merit Clinton yesterday urged 
reconciliation on a divided Con- 
gress, and a “new spirit of com- 
munity” on his countrymen, as 
they moved together into the 
new mille nnium - . 

Speaking at the soiemnest of 
all American settings on the west 
terrace of the US Capitol im- 
mediatefy after having been ad- 
ministered the Oath of Office by 
Chief Justice. William Rehn- 
qiiist, Mr Clinton used the last 
inaugural address of the 20th 
century to call for a “land of new 
promise” that could draw full 
benefit &om the information rev- 
olution t-hang in g human society. 

Coatless on a bright but chilly 
day, he pleaded for Republicans 
and Democrats alike to work to- 
gether. “The American people 
returned to office a President of 
one party and a Congress of the 
other,'’ he said. “They did not 


do this to advance the politics 
of petty bickering and extreme 
partisanship they plainly de- 
plore.” It was wrong “to waste 
the precious gift of time on ac- 
rimony and division". 

But that exhortation wfll be 
tested within the next 24 hours. 
TWo hours before Mr Clinton 
was sworn in, die Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee did 
indeed unanimously confirm 
Madeleine Albright as his new 
Secretary of Stale. But as e ar- 
ty as today the House must vote 
on the recommended $300,000 
fine and ethics reprimand for 
the Speaker, Newt Gingrich - 
an occasion bound to have De- 
mocrats calling anew for his 
head, and Republicans speak- 
■ rag of a witch-hunt. 

"“Nothing big ever came of be- 
ing smaUTthe President insisted 
to the the dignitaries close by 
and the hundreds of thousands 
gathered on the Washington 
mall beyond. He expounded fa- 
miliar themes of personal re- 
sponsibility and the need to 
overcome prejudice and Amer- 




Solemn point: Clinton calls 
for ‘land of new promise’ 

ica’s “constant curse" of race. 
“These forces nearly destroyed 
our nation in the pasL They 
plague us still." 

By theirvery nature, inaugural 
addresses are built upon grand 
phrases, not legislative fine print, 
and Mr Clinton’s 20-minute 
speech was no exception. Cen- 
trist in tone, visionary in imprint, 
h sketched out a 21st century 


America enjoying the fruits of 
the information revolution, in an 
era not of “big Government", but 
“a Government strong enough 
to give us the tools to solve our 
problems for ourselves.” 

la one sense, he summoned 
the shade of Theodore Roo- 
sevelt, the President credited 
with harnessing America’s 
emerging industrial might to the 
common good at the start of this 
century. Yesterday Mr Clinton 
set himself the goal of adjust- 
ing Lhe US to the era of the 
Internet and exploding infor- 
mation technology. But there 
were shades of his boyhood hero 
John Kennedy too, the “Land 
of New Promise” recalling the 
“New Frontier" of 36 years 
ago. 

In keeping with the intro- i 
verted national mood, foreign j 
policy scarcely featured, be- , 
yond a re-statement of Ameri- 
ca's position as “the world’s 
indispensable nation", and its 
commitment to spreading 
democracy around the planet. 

Pageant for America, page 8 
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Government defeat 

The Government was defeated 
by a majority of 64 in the Lords 
as peers backed a Labour move 
to ensure prior authorisation of 
police bugging by j udicial com- 
missioners. Page 6 

Minister’s denial 

Andrew MitchelL the social se- 
curity minister and former whip, 
denied before a Commons 
committee that he tried to use 
his influence as a whip to sub- 
vert the inquiry into cash for 
questions. Page 2 

Junk and no veg 

Christmas dinner is now the one 
meal a year where many British 
children get an adequate intake 
of vegetables, according to 
research for the Cancer Re- 
search Campaign - because 
children are bullying their 
mothers into letting them eat 
only what they want. Page 3 

Bank hostage 

Hundreds of French bank em- , 
ployees have taken their boss ! 
hostage in protest at Govern- 
ment changes Page 9 1 


I# materials - not what you'd 
think of giving someone. But 

Bosnia trying to keep her 

Children's Aid Direct will 
deliver your box directly into the 
hands of mothers in Bosnia - . i Xjfc V * 

many of whom will _ ' Jfc • 

be living in 
war-damaged 
housing in 
very basic 
conditions 

Please send 
a baby box to Bosnia 
this winter - and help a 
mother keep her baby safe. 

M ■■ H H H H M *■ H H 

With love from o friend... ; 

Cod 0990 600610 now to tel us how many brty boxes you would like to send. I 
OR please complete and return this form. i 

Reuse send baby boxles) at £30 wdi on my behalf. I 

I endose a cheque loi £ (total amount) made payable to I 

Oddien's Aid Direct i 

OR Please debit £ hammy O Vm nMastwCaid □ Switch J 

Cnd number / ////////////// , 

Last Area digits of Switch rardjo. / / Switch issue bo. / | 


Name (cops) 

Address 

Postcode 


| If you would lie to send a message to o Btraian 
| mother, please sod it with your donation aid we put 
I it m your btdw box. Plsase 5«<d tos ChAkun s Aid Dna. 
[jept 507. fREEPOSlReofag, RSI 1BR. 
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_ Why Labour’s arithmetic is a lesson to us all 


significant shorts (fOO 


The young woman with the red 
power jacket, took out her 
mobile phone and spoke into it, 
framed by the targe window with 
its panoramic view of 
Westminster. Gordon Brown 
was due to speak any minute, so 
there wasn't much time to sell 
shares, or buy securities. 

Ws were gathered together in 
the Queen Elizabeth II 
Conference Centre, to be tak- 
en on the latest stage of 
Labour’s exciting journey into 
power. This leg was to be run 
by the Shadow Chancellor and 
was headed, "Responsibility in 
Public Finance'’. Or why there's 
not going to be any money. 

There was a strange crew 
around me. For a start, there 
were several smart young wo- 
men organising things for 
Labour, one of whom, actually 
sported a cleavage. In the brief 



days of the Berm Supremacy, 
such a thing would have been 
unt hinka ble. The woman in 
question would have been hus- 
tled out with a pair of dunga- 
rees over her head. 

Then there were members of 
the Labour Finance and In- 


dustry Group, a pleasant (if 
motley) bunch of the sort of in- 


Prudence 
appeared so often 
that I began to 
wonder if she was 
Mr Brownk 
mystery woman 


motley) bunch of the sort of in- 
dustrialists who are against put- 
ting children down chimneys, 
and who are the equivalents - 
in puissance and numbers - of 
the Tory Campaign for Electoral 
Reform. They are the sort of 
folk who, when asked by the se- 
curity guard at the metal de- 
tectors whether they have any 
coins in their pockets, blush and 
hand the man a tenner. 

One of them was Greg Dyke, 
the millionaire who runs Chan- 
nel 5, and who sports the give- 
away New Labour uniform of a 


truncated beard (see also Alis- 
tair Darling, shadow chief sec- 
retary). Nicola Horiick was too 
busy to attend. 

Then there was a liberal 
sprinkling of think-lanky folk, 
activist academics and left-of 
centre know-alls. 

The most prominent was 
Roger Liddle, a former SDP 
man, who pens a column each 
week in tbe New Statesman en- 
titled "A Memo to" (followed by 
the name of a different shadow 
cabinet member). 

Mr Lid die’s pieces are rem- 
iniscent of those Reader's Digest 
articles entitled "I am John’s 
prostate”. In one of my 
favourite fantasies, the entire 
shadow cabinet pen a reply 
called “A Memo to Roger Ud- 
dle*’. It consists of two words. 

Then Gordon came to the 
lectern and delivered his 


ground-breaking speech. It 
started with some of the usual 
codes, such as “we must tran- 
scend the old sterile battle'’ (we 
were wrong), and we must 
“move beyond the old battle- 
ground” (we were totally 
wrong). 

“Now more than ever” (an 
inefficient Old Labour way 
of saying "now”) there can be 
"no taxation without informa- 
tion. justification or explana- 
tion" (which beats just “repre- 
sentation”). 

Labour, when it came to 
power, would be rigorous, effi- 
cient, tough, strict, sensible, 
fair and prudent. (Prudence 
put in so many appearances that 
* I began to wonder whether this 
wasn't the name of Mr Brown’s 
mystery woman. Meet the firm 
- but fair - Prudence Rigour, 
the strict lady from Pitloch- 


tongfa. She, like her fianc6. 


Baby girl 
stabbed in 


Cktkbcfemily 
escape hand; 


every item . of household 
expenditure would have to be 
justified.) 

But wait, I hear yon cry, 
what’s the point in Labour if it 
isn’t going to lash out with tons 
of money? Rfefl, as Gordon said, 
“what matters now is not how- 
much government spends, bat 
how the money is spent”; a line 
I must remember for my im- 
pending negotiations about 
pocket money with a firmly 
Old Labour seven-year-old. 

“Rosa, ft doesn’t matter how 
much I give you,” I shall argue 
sternly. “What matters is how 
you spend it”- 
“But Daddy” shell reply, 
“that’s not the kind of maths 
they teach us at schooL” 
Exactly. 


Minister 


denies 


subverting 


inquiry 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


Andrew Mitchell, the social se- 
curity minister and former whip, 
yesterday denied that he tried 
to use his influence to subvert 
the inquiry into the NeD Hamil- 
ton cash for questions affair two 
years ago. 

Mr Mitchell, who had been 
summoned to answer questions 
about his role in influencing the 
Hamilton investigation, told 
the standards and privileges 
committee that he had acted 
“properly” during his mem- 
bership of the now-defunct 
members' interest commitee. 
Mr Mitchell, then a whip, had 
been appointed to the com- 
mittee in June 1994, in a high- 
ly unusual move 'since whips 
normally did not normally sit on 
such bodies. 

Mr Mitchell said he had not 
realised that whips had never 
served on such a committee and 
did “not appreciate" at the 
time of his appointment that the 
committee was a quasi-judicial 
one. He said: “In hindsight, I 
have to say that I think it would 
be better ... if whips did not 
serve on such committees in fu- 
ture, both for the whip and in 
view of what has happened on 
this occasion." 

This is the first time that an 
MP appearing before the com- 
mittee has had to give evidence 
on oath, and Dale Carapbell- 
Savours, a Labour member of 
the committee, pressed Mr 
Mitchell, stressing that he was 
giving evidence on oath. 

Mr Campbell -Savours sug- 


gested that it was strange that 
Mr Mitchell had not appreci- 
ated the role of the committee 
since the Hamilton affair had 
first come to light in May 1994, 
a month before Mr Mitchell's 
appointmentto the committee. 

Mr Mitchell replied that Mr 
Campbefl-Savours was speaking 
with the benefit of hindsight and 
that no one had objected to his 
appointment to the committee, 
including Mr Campbeii- 
Savours: “Any of 651 members 
could have objected. No one ob- 
jected,” he said. 

Mr Mitchell who is the sec- 
ond minister to appear before 
the committee the findings of 
which led to the resignation of 
the paymaster general David 
Willetts, last month, is accused 
of passing on priviliged 
information, obtained as a 
member of the committee, on 
to Richard Ryder, the Chief 
Whip. 

He wrote a memo on 24 Oc- 
tober 1994 to the Chief Whip 
after he had seen the Registrar 
of Members’ Interests to ask 
him about the significance of an 
article in The Independent that 
day which suggested that Mr 
Hamilton had failed to declare 
an interest in consultant to the 
registrar. 

The memo suggests the 
meeting was inconclusive and 
ends with' the comment "not 
very helpful I am afraid" which, 
in a note to the committee, Mr 
MitcheQ “refers to the fact that 
the Registrar's advice was in- 
conclusive because the position 
was not clear one way or the 
other”. 



Balloon 
voyage 
ends in 
India 


her pram 

A baby girl was seriously ill is 
hospital last night after she 
was stabbed by a xnenialfy-iH 
attacker while in her pram in 
a shopping centre, police said. 
- Eyewitnesses said tfaeman ■ 
approached the child and her 
mother as they shopped&t 
the Bridgeway Centre in the- 
Meadows suburh of 
Nottingham. 

The man lashed out with a 
two-inch kitchen knife, badly 
cutting the gkl’sarm as her 
mother screamed for help. 

The attacker ran off but 
was later arrested by police 
while the child was taken to 
Nottingham's Queens 
Medical Centre where her 
condition was “serious but 
not life- threatening". 


A Northern Ireland cog 
and their five month 
had a miraculous escape 
yesterday when a haiyi| 


grenade exploded g 


- uadcmcath -their van- * 

The Catholic coupje^wiih; 
their child, were drivint r «-> 
around Larne, Co Aatifeij P ‘. 
when the device went dp 
directly beneath the rl . 
pa sseng er seal where life' 
mother was holding heqb^by. 

Their lives may havejteen 
saved by the fed that tijs J i ; 
device was so elderly, the 

took to thesecond woi^jwar. 

The widespread assumption 
is tb3t this was a loyalist' v 
attack. David McSarieS^' 


NHS waiting 
times go 15) 


Sniffer dogs 
inZoeseardh 


New figures last night showed 
tha t the number of National 
Health Service patients 
waiting for more than a 
month for an operation has 
gone up. The figures came as 
Labour cancelled MPs’ leave 
for a Commons vote tonight 
attacking the Government 
over the crisis in the NHS. 

Labour said the figures 
showed that over a year, 
there was an 83 per cent 
increase in cancelled 
operations from 49,691 to 
53,816 and a 12.6 per cent 
increase in patients waiting 
more than one month, from 
5302 to 6,196. 

The Government is 
expected to accuse Labour of 
misrepresenting the figures, 
which for the second quarter 
of 1996-97, show that 
compared to the previous 
year, there was a small 
increase in the number 
waiting; but cancelled 
operations were slightly 
down. CoEn Brown 


Charles Arthur 


I Tired and cold but with two 
world records to his name, the 
American balloonist Steve Fbs- 
sett landed in a tiny Indian town 
yesterday - and renewed the 
competition to be the first to fly 
a balloon around the world. 

Mr Fosse tt touched down 
yesterday at 7.40am GMT near 
Pritbviganja. about 430 miles 
south-east of New Delhi hav- 
ing flown almost 9,500 miles 
over more than six days - 
smashing the balloon en- 
durance and distance records in 
his British-built Solo Spirit by 
about 4,000 miles and 90 
minutes. 

“I wish I could have made the 
biggest achievement and flown 
around the world,” he said. 
“But this is also successful. It 
showed we are very dose to be- 
ing able to fly around the 
world.” 

He had to fight hard for his 
records: he spent the final night 
of his flig ht at 24,000ft over Iran, 
being buffeted by 120mph 
winds. The heaters inside the 
unpressurised cabin didn't 
work, the outside temperature 
was minus 27 Centigrade and 
the oxygen supply dned out his 
mouth. He had only about 12 
hours sleep since taking off 
from St Louis, Missouri on 
January 13. 

The former securities trader, 
now a full-time adventurer, was 
following the earlier failures of 
two rival teams- the three-man, 
£3 million Virgin Challenger, in- 
cluding Richard Branson, and 
a two-man team sponsored by 
Breitling. 

Mr Fossett, 52, flew in a bal- 
loon costing about a tenth of the 
Virgin balloon, at a lower alti- 
tude, and done. That imposed 
a drastic physical toll even for 
a man who has swum the Chan- 


Scotland Yard dogs trained . . 
to sniff out bodies yesterday 
joined a grim search for 
missing schoolgirl Zoe Evans. 

Senior detectives ordered a 
renewed sweep of open land 
near the nme-year-old's 
home on the army housing 
estate at Warminster, 
Wiltshire, after their decision 
to release her parents from 
custody, without charge. 

Zoe’s mother Mrs Flaula 
Evans, 28, and her 
step-father Miles Evans, 23, 
an army driver, were last 
night staying at a secret 
address. 

Inspector Geoff Hicks; 
spokesman for Wiltshire 
police, said: “After no sign of 
Zoe in 10 days, we are • _ ; 
obviously very pessimistic 
about finding her alive - but 
our searches will continue." 


Sports-star 
bombs denied 


Apology from 
Channel 4 


Channel 4 apologised 
yesterday for showing 


hspTwing footage of a fatally 
injured climber, without his 
family's permission, two 
months after his death. 

Members of the dead man’s 
family complained to a 
broadcasting watchdog after 
watching Encounters - 
Mountain Rescue last May, 
about the work of the 
volunteer Lochaber Mountain 
Rescue Team. The family said 
they had no idea that footage 
of the unsuccessful rescue bid 
would be shown. 

The Independent Television 
Commission said the channel 
bad committed a “serious 
misjudgment”. A spokesman 
for Channel 4 said yesterday: 
“We went to great lengths to 
get consent and this was a 
genuine mistake.” 


Claims that British sports 
stars in mixed-race 
relationships were the 
intended targets of a neo- . 
Nazi bombing campaign were 
denied yesterday by police in 
Denmark who have arrested 
seven fascist suspects. 

Reports naming Sh arrow 
Davies, the former Olympic 
swimmer, Frank Bruno, the 
former world-heavyweight 
boxing champion , and Paul 
Ince, the footballer, as 
targets were described as 
“unfounded" by the detective 
in charge of the bombing 
investigation. 

Seven Danes are facing 
charges relating to the 
interception of three 
letteTbombs in Sweden and 
the seizure of three more in ' 
Denmark, all apparently 
intended for British victims. 
But Superintendent Ove 
Dahl said: “The packages 
that were seized were 
addressed only with post- 
office box numbers in Bri tain. 
Steve Boggan 


Stand-up role: Sir Peter Ustinov outside the Ustinov Studio Theatre, Bath, where a bronze neland climbed the highest 
statue designed by Sir Peter’s son, Igor, was unveiled yesterday Photograph: Geraint Lewis mountain in the US. 


Jail chiefs’ U-turn over visitor searches 


THE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 


Ian Burrell 


Probation officers last night 
claimed the Prison Service had 
made a dramatic U-turn in the 
row over jail searching. 

Jail chiefs have drafted new 
rules forbidding staff from run- 
ning their fingers through the 
hair or searching inside the 
mouths of professional prison 
visitors. Officers are specifical- 
ly warned not to touch the 
breasts of females. 


The guidelines, drawn up by 
3 senior prison official, Phillip 
Wheatley, and seen by The In- 
dependent , . follow a row in which 
the National Association of 
Probation Officers (NAPO) 
threatened to seek judicial re- 
view of the legality of what it 
called “intrusive*’ searching. 

The Prison Service, anxious 
to meet targets set down in of- 
ficial security reviews following 
the Whitemoor and Rarkburst ' 
prison escapes, has maintained 


that the searching is necessary 
to prevent drugs or weapons be- 
ing smuggled into jails. 

NAPO believes that the pol- 
icy has gone too far, leading to 
over-zealous searches of pro- 
bation officers, social workers, 
lawyers and other professionals 
who need to visit clients in jail. 

Last night it emerged Lhal 
two women drugs workers were 
planning legal action after they 
were accused of being heroin 
smugglers and subjected to a fall 


strip search in a toilet in Liver- 
pool prison. Sue Edwards, 35, 
and her colleague Cany Burton. 
37, had gone to the jail 10 pre- 
pare a report on an inmate who 
was facing drugs charges and 
was being considered for reha- 
bilitation treatment. 

They have claimed that jail 
staff refused 10 acknowledge the 
authenticity of Edwards* ID 
and said she was really called 
Sue Rider, or “Heroin Sue", 
and was carrying drugs. 


The women said the prison 
refused to contact their office 
to confirm their identities and 
culled the police. They then 
asked the women to strip in a 
corridor behind some towels. 

When the drugs workers re- 
fused they were told to go into 
a toilet accompanied by a female 
prison officer and a woman po- 
lice officer. They were strip 
searched and no drugs were 
found. Both women were bad- 
ly shocked by the episode, for 


which they received no apolo- 
gy, and are bringing legal action 
against the prison through their 
union. Unison. 

A copy of the new draft, 
“Core Entry Search Proce- 
dures". was circulated to chief 
probation officers last week. It 
will be submitted to ministers 
for approval. 

Ann Widdecombe, the pris- 
ons minister, denied last night 
that the rules represented any 
kind of climbdown. 
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NEWSPAPERS 

SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 41 . 2 % of : 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 


New Year. New Technology. Old price 


Dell have kicked off the new year with an 
faRto) outstanding offer. The Dell Dimension" XPS M166s 
and its Intel 166MHz Pentium® Processor with 


Pentium* MMX™ technology is now available for only £1.299 
(£1.555.70 inc delivery & VAT). And. for limited 
period only, well give you an extra 16Mb SDRAM for free. So you get 
the most advanced hardware with no advance in price. And because 
it comes with new MMX technology, it can run between 10% and 
20% faster under today's normal business applications. Call the 
world's largest direct PC manufacturer" today on 01344 724616 
and get this years technology at lasr years prices. 

’frw oiler available only on Dell Dimension XPS Ml 66s Bonos Bundle at time oi ourthj*. "Sourte IDC 


DELL DIMENSION XPS MUs6s BONUS BUNDLE 

• INTEL' 166MH2 PENTIUM- PRDCE5S0R 
WITH MMX TECHNOLOGY 

• 16Mb 5DRAM * EXTRA 1 6Mb SDSAN FREE 

• 5i?Kb PIPELINE BURST CACHE 

• Z6b EIDE HARD DRIVE 

• STB POWERS RAPH 64 3D PC GRAPHICS CARD: 

2Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• IVC0L0UR SVGA MONITOR 1 13 7 5* VIEWABLE AREA) 

• EIGHT SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MID-SIZED TOWER CHA55I5 

• INTEGRATED L6-BIT SOUND AND ACS90 SPEAKERS 

• MICROSOFT' WINDOWS 9S & MS OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 
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£1/299 (£1,555.70 
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talk direct to the number ONI 

<01344 724611 

Between 8am and 8pm weekdays, 10am to 4pmS 
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Parents lose battle with the greens 
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Battle of the table: Mealtime turns into a clash of wills as a child refuses to eat his vegetables. Below, 16th-century plenty in Fruit Afarfcet, by Lucas van Valkenborch 

Researchers say children are exposed to cancer risk 
because vegetables are being left out of their diet 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 
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Ian Burrell 

Christinas dinner is now the one 
meal a year where many British 
children get an adequate intake 
of vegetables, according to new 
research carried out for the 
Cancer Research Campaign. 

Experts are alarmed that a 
new generation of children are 
being exposed to a greater risk 
of cancer because they are bul- 
lying their mothers into letting 
them eat what they want. 

Many mothers have simply 
given up the stressful battle of 
trying to feed their children veg- 
etables: and in particular frozen 
vegetables which arc most ef- 
fective in combating cancer be- 
cause they retain the most 
nutrients. v 

The 72-page report, written 
by Strathclyde University and 
seen by The Independent, is a 
damning indictment of the gov- 
ernment's healthy eating cam- 
paigns. It criticises schools for 
allowing children as young as 
five to choose their own junk 
food meals horn school menus 
while parents permit children to 
exist on diets of jam sandwich- 
es and crisps. The worrying 
findings will be released today 
by Professor Gordon McVje, di- 
rector general of the Cancer Re- 
search Campaign, who 
described them as “very de- 
pressing” and said they could 


point the way to even greater 
rates of bowel and breast can- 
cer in Britain. 

He said: “We know from epi- 
demiological studies that you 
can cut down the incidence of 
colon cancer by a third if you 
have a diet which is rich enough 
in vegetables and fresh fruit?' 

He said radical measures 
should be looked at including 
the marketing of vegetables 
with potato crisp-style flavour- 
ings. 

The research team at Strath- 
clyde University was headed by 
Professor Gerard Hastings. He 
said that today’s young children 
were increasingly headstrong in 
their eating habits. 

He said: “Mealtimes are 
turning into a battleground 
where food is the weapon. This 
is one of the few areas of chil- 
dren's lives where they know 
they have control because they 
have the power not to eat." 

The qualitative study was 
based on lengthy interviews 
with working-class mothers in 
the south-east and north-east of 
England and the west of Scot- 
land. 

One mother from the north- 
east, interviewed by the re- 
search team, said: “In my house 
they can have anything. As long 
as they've ate they can have 
what they want, when they 
want.” 


The mother or an undcr-five 
from the south-east said: 
“That’s what she has - jam 
sandwiches, or sometimes a lit- 
tle bit of cheese. That’s all 
she'U eat. And Hula Hoops.” 

Some of those mothers who 
were still feeding children veg- 
etables were having to go to 
bizarre lengths to disguise the 
food. One mother in the north- 
east said she covered her chil- 
dren’s vegetables in yoghurt. 
Others gave their children vit- 
amin pills to replace the miss- 
ing vegetables. 

The favourite foods for three 
to five-year-old children were 
cereals, tinned spaghetti, chick- 
en, crisps, sweets and yoghurt. 

The research team found 
that “many respondents had 
simply given up forcing the is- 
sue of vegetable consumption 
because they disliked the 
stress". Many mothers were es- 
pecially reluctant to buy frozen 
vegetables which were regard- 
ed as more expensive than fresh 
and too high in water content. 

“If I give my son frozen veg- 
etables, he wouldn’t eat them." 
said one respondent. “If it’s 
frozen he’ll whinge." 

Such a response will have 
been disappointing to Malcolm 
W&iker, chairman of Iceland 
Frozen Foods which funded 
the research with the Cancer 
Research Campaign. He said: 


“It’s prejudice. The quality of 
frozen food is nothing to do with 
the fact that it’s frozen, it’s what 
the retailer freezes in the first 
place. 

“Fresh green beans that arc 
three days old have only got 
SOper cent of their Vitamin C 
content, whereas frozen beans 
have no measurable loss of Vi- 
tamin C." 

Experts believe that five 
portions of vegetables should be 
eaten a day, a level which the 
new report found was given to 
most children only on Christmas 
Day. The researchers found 
that in two areas, north-east 
England and western Scotland, 
“school dinners were nutri- 
tionally poor and allowed chil- 
dren too much choice". 

Martine Stead, one of the re- 
searchers, 'said: “Because of 
the cafeteria style restaraunts 
children were coming out with 
chocolate pudding and two bags 
of critps. There was no guidance 
to the children on a balance of 
foods and mothers felt very an- 
gry" 

One Scottish mother said: 
“Fiona comes home and she’ll 
say she had a roll and a packet 
of crisps. They're letting her pick 
and she’s only five years old." 

Dr Juliet Gray, a freelance 
nutridonalisL said mothers were 
being intimidated into letting 
children eat what they wanted. 
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How vegetables prevent disease 


Scientists believe a greater in- 
take of fresh fruit and vegeta- 
bles by Britain's children could 
dramatically reduce their sus- 
ceptibility to cancer. 

According to Professor Kay- 
Tee Khaw of Cambridge Uni- 
versity’s school of clinical 
mediciae. the Vitamin C and 
many other nutrients and fibre 
in vegetables and fruit can pro- 
tect against cancers of the lung, 
larynx, stomach, colon and pan- 
creas. Of the 300,000 people 
who get cancer each year in the 


UK about a third of cases are 
diet-related andpctentially pre- 
ventable, especially bowel and 
stomach cancers, which claim 
30,000 lives a year. 

The average consumption of 
vegetables by Britons is just over 
50kg per person annually, less 
than a quarter of the intake of 
people in Spain and Greece and 
less than half of the amount con- 
sumed in France and Italy. Al- 
though links between diet and 
cancer are not conclusive, tbere 
is a weight of evidence that sug- 


gests the combination of nutri- 
ents and fibre in vegetables 
can play a significant role in lim- 
iting exposure to a variety of the 
most common cancers. 

Juliet Gray, a freelance nu- 
trilionalist, said that fruit and 
vegetables contained a mixture 
of “antioxidant” nutrients which 
protect the body against harm- 
ful oxidation processes. The nu- 
trients include Vitamin C and 
E, beta carotene and trace min- 
erals including selenium and 
zinc. 


When eaten in quantities of 
five portions of vegetables per 
day, these nutrients, combined 
with the dietary fibre which 
gives vegetables their texture, 
can give vital protection against 
common cancers. Frozen veg- 
etables are considered by the 
Cancer Research Campaign to 
be especially important, be- 
cause they retain higher levels 
of nutrients than “fresh" veg- 
etables which lose some Vita- 
min C while on supermarket 
shelves. 
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Fine Roman relic released 
from mud that preserved it 
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One of Britain’s finest Roman 
relics was yesterday released 
from mud which had encased 
and protected it for 1,800 years. 

The 5ft sandstone sculpture 
of a lioness devouring a man is 
the largest and best preserved 
artefact of its kind to be found 
in the UK. 

It was discovered on the 
, banks of the River Almond at 
Cramond, near Edinburgh, and 
which was a Roman fort- The 
sculpture, which weighs around 
a ton, was found buried beside 
■’ two plinths and is thought to be 
. part of the tomb of a prominent 
Roman official in the second or 
third century AD. 

It was found by the local fer- 


ryman at Cramond, Robert 
Graham, who saw the head 
sticking out of the river inches 
from ferry steps which have 
been used by thousands of day- 
trippers over the years. At first 
he thought it was a modem 
sculpture and planned to take 
it home to his own garden. 

But experts were called in last 
week after he showed it to a lo- 
cal archeology enthusiast, who 
realised its significance. 

Yesterday Mr Graham was 
among 200 onlookers who 
watched as it was finally re- 
moved from the mud. Arche- 
ologists spent the weekend 
removing silt from around the 
sculpture, which was under 24- •_ 


hour surveillance. It was final- 
ly lifted intact out of the mud 
by a crane. “1 am just happy it 
is out in one piece,” said Mr 
Graham. “It is just luck that I 
found iL I don’t feel any pride, 
it was just sheer luck." 

Mark Collard, head arche- 
ologist with the City of Edin- 
burgh Council, was delighted. 
“It is in one piece, there is not 
a scratch or a crack on it," he 
said. “I feel like a schoolboy 
again. People always asked what 
is the best find of ray career, now 
I have an answer for them.” 

He said it was the fourth Ro- 
man sculpture to be found in the 
UK which showed the relative- 
. ly rare subject of a human be- 


ing devoured by an animal. But 
it was tbe largest and best pre- 
served. He said this was because 
of the mud which had encased 
it and stopped air getting to iL 

It has been taken to a labo- 
ratory in Edinburgh which be- 
longs to the National Museum 
of Scotland, where it will be 
dried out slowly because of 
fears it could still crack. There 
are hopes that it will eventual- 
ly be exhibited in Edinburgh. 

It is likely Mr Graham, who 
takes day-trippers the 100 yards 
across the river from Cramond 
to Dalmeny estate in a rowing 
boat, will be rewarded for his 1 
promptness in reporting the 
find. I 


Rock star admits stealing song 
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Jojo Moyes 

As the walker Ffyona Campbell 
recently proved, there is no 
star as confessional as one with 
a product to plug. . 

And last night Dexys Mid- 
. night Runners star Kevin Row- 
. land’s apology for stealing the 
hit song “Come On Eileen be- 
came a little dearer - with the 
news that he bad an album dtxis 
out in March. In a statement by 
■ his record company, . Rowland . 
said he was guilty of a cruel 
world-wide deception because 
the 1983 record was fellow 
band member Kevin Archer’s 
idea. ”! experienced hollow 
success with ‘Come On Eileen’ 
and Too-Rye-Ay, the musical 
sound of which ... mixed with 
Thmla-type soul, came from 
Kevin Archer and not me, as I 
claimed. The idea and sound 
was his; I stole it from him, hurt- 


ing Kevin Archer deeply in the 
process. 1 conned people all 
over the world, from the peo- 
ple close to me and the people 
I worked with to the fens, to the 
radio and TV programmers, 
and I made a lot of money, lo 
everybody I conned, Fm sorry. 
To my beautiful friend Kevin 


Archer, I love you, I’m sorry I 
hurt you. 1 was jealous of you 
and your talenL You deserved 
better, I hope you get what you 
deserve.” 

Rowland. 43, who is said to 
be no longer in touch with 
Archer, said he “felt like a to- 
tal .fraud, and unworthy and un- 


.Chfis Evans left Radto One for good yesterday after 
failing to turn up to host his breakfast show. 

The broadcaster gave up his £1 ,4m. contract with the 
BBC last week after being refused permission to move 
from five days to four. But he had agreed to present the 
show until the end of March. However yesterday morn- 
ing he failed to show up at Broadcasting House, leaving 
the BBC Id put on a makeshift programme hosted by 
weekend DJ. Kevin Greening; which consisted almost en- 
tirely of continuous music. 

- Following Evans's absence Radio 1 executives spoke 
to his agent and then decided to release him from his 
contract with Immediate effect David Lister 


able to deal with the acclaim 
that came my way". 

Dexys Midnight Runners had 
a hit with “Come On Eileen": 
their Too-Rye-Ay album went to 
number two the same year. 

Last night a spokesman for 
Creation Records, with whom 
Rowland had just signed, said 
they agreed lo publicise his 
statement “with some misgiv- 
ings. He knows he’s going to 
take some flak." His reasons for 
confessing 14 years late, they 
said, were unknown. Anything 
to do with the planned reissue 
of his Don V Stand Me Down al- 
bum in a matter of weeks? ‘Per- 
haps he just wanted to get it off 
his chest," the spokesman said. 
Don V Suwd Me Down, with “a 
new sleeve and two extra 
tracks", will be out In March. 

Campbell’s book, “The 
Whole Stoiy", was published 
last year. 


Up to £6,000 


Not a bad bank 


for January. 


Move your mortgage to TSB 
and you’ll only have one money ^ 
worry: what to do with your 
cheque for up to £6,000 cashback. 
Settle some bills or book a holiday ? 


E TSB 


MORTGAGE 

.CHALLENGE, 


Maybe both . Phew! January’s 
j looking brighter already. Take 
up the challenge now . call TSB 
PhoneBank free on the number 
below for a quotation. 


CALL FREE 

Quoting ref INTI 


0500 758 OOO 


Mortgage Quotation Line 


We wa nt you 
to say 


lb obtain £13.000 casHbocfc. a mongaqe at £142,000 and three digibto insurance products are required 
Typical euunplr ba&ed on an endowment mortgage of £40.000 on a property uakied at £80X100 repayable ah« 25 years (300 monthly payments) n (nance a homo puchase 
for a nwHunokifig couple (male aged 27 and female aged 25 years). Monthly payments a TSB':; standard variable rale, currently 7250b (APR 7.54a] umk) be E214.4Q. Total 
gross amount payable (TAP.) £t 1 !73£L APR and TAP mdude typical legal fees; £1 10. Examples assumes TSB Property Hue TSB MortgageSue (normal minimum term l 
yen and 1 month rtt^joewety) and a TSB Homehqfcfn Fobcy tavo been laW-n and a cash sum o( £1.69fi toa been takan aa an aherremve IP a pneyaaj ffiacounl o( 4 74% For 
mortgages aw £l5XX)l A mi gninem/aaggnahon o< a suitable Me policy may be roqurodby the bank a> secuKy. Tar roftefat 15% on £30.000 d as eu med. The wlun ot unrta 
m a unit-bnked endowment or pension plan can go down as twri as up and the cash value at your plan b not guaranteed. TSB ctaquo account lequaod Appicaias must be aged 
18 or over. Subject to status Not evaXabten the Channel Hands: WhHen quoiaiions avaiable on request. GaB* may be recorded and mannered TSB Bank pic and TSB Bar*. 
Scotland ptc are representatwee at tin TSB kfauVetmg Group, which s regulated by the Persona! Investment Aufhomy only for TSB He neurance, pensions, unit cruets and 
offshore rrwc5imeni3. Arhnce t* recommendations nefeto only to the mrocBnemo o( the TSB Martalng Group TSB BorU pic. Vdona House. Victoria Square. Brnrangham B 1 1BZ. 
Regsteredn England and VKdes. Number 1089268 TSB Bari Scotland pic, Hemy Duncan House, T 20 George 3ire«.Etinbutgh EH2 4 LH RegeneredeiScottand Number 95237. 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Wild .Sunns Jnng Chang 

The Oreat CaLshs iSriV , 

I md *»f die Hi « WW«i* Guiding 

On (he Road JsttkKmnac 

Brau Xew- World Alstons Hud? 

The Wind in the W»U»«« Kenneth C.rahamr 

VVinnic-The-Pijoh 

llic fidor Purple AUtpHtdk* 

Tire Hobbit J.R.R. Tolkien 

The Outsider Alfcrtf Cam* 

Tlie I ami. the Wiirh & the Wardrobe CS. Isms 

T,M?Trial Fran- Kafka 

Gone wilt, the Wind Margaret Milehrff 

The Hire]] biter s Guide ro the Galaxv Dougins Adam 

Midnight's Children .Vwwifl R ia ^ 

Tile Diarv or Anne Frank Anne hr, ml; 

A Clockwork Onnge Anlhom Bhijwj 

S.ns and I -overs fl«. Invmiee 

To die IJuhihou.se Virginia Woolf 

If Tills Is a Man . , 1 JYiinn Ijvi 

l.nliu . Vladimir Sabokoi 1 

The Wasp Factors Ann Banks 

Remembrance of "Giiugs P.im Mnrrel Trouts 

i .hactie and the Chocolate Factors- Roald Dahl 

Ol Mice .md Men .John Steinberk 

Belt well Toni Mormon 

^nsevion A.S. Byitft 

Heart ol darkness Joseph Conrad 

\ P.wsiRe in India KM. Fnnlrr 

Walenhip Dou-n .Rif hold Adams 

Sophie '■» Worlil ./ostein Gaardtr 

The Name trf the Rose Umlsrlo tiro 

1-ovu in Uk- Time of Cholera Gabriel Gama Manptez 

Rebecca Daphne da Maimer 


Si 100 GREATEST 

BOOKS 

20 r " CENTURY 

How many HAVE 

you READ? 


■#5 The Remains of the Day Krc.no hhijptro 

-tf< Tlie L'uliearahle Lightness of Being Mrfnii Kutidrm 

47 Birdsmig .Sebastian Caulks 

4S Hoivaids End KM. Forster 

49 Brideshead Resisited Fvetyn WirugA 

5/1 A Stiii.ihlr Bov llkriiin Seth 

5/ Dime Crank Herbert 

52 A Praver for Owen Means- John Irt'mg 

s .j Perfume Patriek Suritind 

14 Donor Zhivago Ban's Pasternak 

55 Gomiengluist Mmytt Pmkr 

5ft fader with Rusie hoirielee 

57 The Bell Jar Sylvia Hath 

is The Handmaid's Tale iUniRmW Atwood 

59 Tesl.inienl of Youth Vent Biittain 

W Tlie Magus .Joint Fowl™ 

61 Brighton Ctahnm Greene 

62 Tlie Raggerl-Trousered Philanthropists . . . .Robert Trrsse/I 

ft? The M.istei- and Margarita Mikhriil Bulgakov 

64 Tales of the Citv \itnnlrnd Mnnpin 

ft 5 The French Lieutenant's Woman John Faudn 

6ft (aiplain O trellis M.iiidnlin ImiiR dr Bnnirm 

ft7 Slanghlediou.se 7* Kurt Ihmirgiif 

A.V Zen and the Art of Motor (axle Maintenance Robert Pirsig 
te* A Room nidi a Ww A'. .If. Cornier 

70 Lntkvjim Knigxln Amis 

71 It Stephen King 

72 Hie Power and the Glorv Graham Greene 

7? ThcSund Stef dim King 

74 All Quiet On Tlie Western Front . . .knelt Maria Remor/jiir 

75 P.iddv Clarke Ha Ha Ha Roddy ! Stale 

7ft M-aiilda ftiwM Dahl 

77 American Pssclm Bm Hnstnii Filit 

7S Fear and I j Milling in J,a» I’egav HunterS. Thompson 

7ft A Brie!" Hisiois of Time Slrfdim Hmehing 

50 Jiini'-s jnd the Giant Teach Roald Dahl 

51 Lark Cliaticrlcs s Lover D H. Ijcemire 

W The & mfire » >f llie Vaiiilies /Jim Wolfe 

V? Coinplcic (.Kili-n' Course Mia Smith 

iV 4 .An Eiil (aadlinu Boa u Keenan 

SI The Rainbow ll.H. Ijt&mue 

Sn Down it Om in Palis and l.oinloii George OnneH 

S7 2i«il-A.Sp.ici-liiliwft Anhvr (\ Clarke 

SS flic Tin Dunn film fee Grass 

.I'ft \ Dae in The life of Iran Denisovich .Alrxaiidn SnhJienittxn 

**/ Ising Walk m Freedom Xrlwn Mandela 

ft/ Tlie Sellisli (ierir Rirhard Uatrkms 

92 Inr.Lssic Park Mirharf Crirhton 

«.? Tlie Alexandria Quartet I sniveller DunrII 

9/ C.IS. the Bolin cri < munis- \bm paiou 

High Fulelin Sirk Hamby 

'Ift Tlie Van Roddy Doyle 

97 The BF( . Retail Dahl 

'W Eaithh Pniveis Anthony Burgns 

ftft I. Claudius Robert Graves 

hM Tlie ll-iise Ulii-perer Strholu Evans 


If you haven’t read all the 10Q greatest books of 
the century (as voted by War erst one’s customers and Channel 4 
viewers), you've still got something to look forward to. 

If you haven't read most of them, you've got some catching 
up to do. If you've hardly read any of them, welcome 
to the twentieth century. 

For an indication of where you might like to start. Cry the 
thoughts of some well known names reviewing highlights of the list 

every evening this week at 7-55pra on Book Choice on Channel 4. 

If the greatest hooks of the century are a source of riches, 
Waterstone*. yooTl be pleased to know, won't impoverish 
yon. From now until the end of February, you mn buy any four 
titles from the list for the price of throe. 

If you can't tide the books, at least you can tick the bookshop. 
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Wcbtiite: Mtpr.y wvrw.waterstoncs.co.alt 
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news 

Staff at 
fault for 
Manton 
school 
closure 


■m 

S"*t. 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


A headteacher and the warring 
factions on his governing body 
are largely to blame for bad 
management at a school closed 
for eight days over one disrup- 
tive 10-year-old boy, says a re- 
port published yesterday. 

The head arid governors at 
Manton Junior School in Work- 
sop. Nottinghamshire, were so 
preoocupied in fighting their 
own battles that children’s 
schooling suffered, says the re- 
port from local authority in- 
spectors: 

While governors breached 
the confidentiality of meetings, 
the head. Bill Skelley, withheld 
information from them and 
tried to dominate meetings. 

Last night. Mr Shelley’s 
union accused Nottinghamshire 
county council of trying to make 
the head a scapegoat for its own 
failings and for those of the gov- 
erning body. Staff at Manton 
went on strike last autumn af- 
ter governors twice overturned 
Mr Skelle/s dedskra to exclude 
Matthew Wilson. 

The dispute ended when the 
boy’s mother, who denied that 
he was disruptive, agreed that 
he should go to another school. 

The report says: “Relation- 
ships between the head-teacher 
and the governing body are 
unproductive. The work of the 
governing body and the strate- 
gic management of the school 
nave been adversely affected by 
lack of information to gover- 
nors, mistrust, and too little in- 
volvement of governors in the 
life of the school.” 

The “development of factions 
within the governing body only 
served to worsen the situa- 
tion.” 

The governors, say inspec- 
tors, are divided into those who 
feel they “are unable to make 
an effective contribution be- 
cause of the domination of the 
bead-teacher” and those who 
are “uncritically supportive of 
the head”. 

The balance of the governing 
body should be reconsidered be- 
cause the recent resignation of 
some governors means that the 
majority are now strongly affil- 
iated to the staff. 

“Governors need to ensure 
that they are always acting on 
behalf of the children of Man- 
ton and not uncritically backing 
staff proposals.” 

Pupil behaviour, which first 
brought the school into the 
limelight, is “sound and some- 
times good”. Discipline and 
bad behaviour outside lessons 
occurs because the school puts 
too much emphasis on punish- 
ment and control and not 
enough on praise and person- 
al responsibility. 

Relations between the head 
and staff are good, says the re- 
port, but it criticises them for in- 
sisting on retaining the maxi- 
mum number of teachers to 
beep class sizes low. “This has 
benefited staff morale more 
than pupil entitlement.” 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 
leadbers, said: “I am deeply dis- 
appointed with the tone and par- 
tial cement of the inspection re- 
port, in particular the summary. 

“The full report points to the 
generally sound school policy 
development and the significant 
progress made in the last two 
years under Mr Bill SkeUey's 
leadership." 

Nigel de Gruchy. general sec- 
retary of the National Associa- 
tion of Schoolmasters Union of 
Women Teachers, to which the 
school’s eight classroom teach- 
ers belong, said: “The report 
confirms my impressions that 
classroom teachers were doing 
a good competent job in diffi- 
culty circumstances.” 



Late show: The Black Birds, one of George Braque’s later paintings, being hung at the Royai Academy of Arts 

some 45 works from the final 20 years of the influential Cubist’s career. The show runs from this Thursday until 6 Apnt Photograph. Nicola Kurtz 


Fashanu ‘received £800,000 
in betting syndicate deals’ 


Michael Strpeter 


The television presenter and 
former Premier League foot- 
baller John Fashanu received up 
to £800,000 in deals with the al- 
leged representative of a Far 
Eastern betting syndicate, a 
court heard yesterday. 

Christopher Vincent, a for- 
mer business partner of the 
goalkeeper Bruce Grobbelaar, 
told Winchester Crown Court 
that Fashanu’s payments were 
discussed after Grobbelaar 
had collected £40,000 in an 
elephant-skin briefcase from 
the former striker for alleged- 
ly fixing a match between 
Liverpool and Newcastle. 

Mr Vincent told the court: 
“When we were leaving ... 
Grobbelaar told me Fashanu 
had made somewhere between 
£400,000 and £800,000 doing 
business with ‘the short man’ . 

Giving evidence on the 
fourth day of the trial in which 



Fashanu: Denies accepting 
cash for match-fixing 

Fashanu. Grobbelaar and the 
former Wimbledon goalkeeper, 
Hans Segers, are accused of fix- 
ing matches, on which the syn- 


dicate betted Mr Vincent said 
it was Fashanu who had intro- 
duced Grobbelaar to ihe In- 
donesian outfit. 

“Mr Grobbelaar told me that 
he had been introduced to 
some men from the Far East by 
John Fashanu. They were pre- 
pared to pay him £l,50O-£2.DOO 
a week for predicting the out- 
come of football games.” 

Later, Grobbelaar told his 
fellow Zimbabwean that this 
had changed to fixing games - 
ensuring Liverpool lost. 

“I asked him how that was 
able. He said be had been 
irpool’s goalkeeper for 14 
years and if he was standing a 
yard or a foot off his line, no 
one would know.” said Mr 
VincenL 

Grobbelaar had told him he 
was unhappy about how much 
his club. Liverpool, paid him 
compared with new players 
such as Paul Stewart, and was 
particularly unhappy at his 


treatment by Liverpool's then 
manager, Graeme Souness. 

Mr Vincent said apart from 
the £4ti,000 paid to him at a 
north London address where 
Fashanu was present he had 
been with the goalkeeper when 
he received payments of £ 1 .000, 
£750 and £500 from a man he 
knew as “the short man" - 
whom the prosecution say is the 
fourth defendant Heng Lim. al- 
legedly the Indonesian syndi- 
cate's UK representative. 

On the first of these meetings. 
Grobbelaar and Mr Vinceni had 
wailed in the foyer of the Hilton 
Hotel at Manchester Airport 
when the short man came in and 
Grobbelaar said: “That’s my 
man”. Later. Mr Vincent said 
Grobbelaar had received £1,000 
in a brown envelope handed 
over in the gems toilet. 

The court heard that Grob- 
hdaar and Mr Vincent had be- 
come close friends after the 
goalkeeper invested £65.000 in 


a safari and golf- trip companies 
but had fallen out when the 
safari company collapsed in 
summer, 1994. 

Mr Vincent said that he thenjj 
contacted the Sun newspaper, 
which arranged for him to meet 
Grobbelaar in a series of video- 
taped interviews with Mr Vin- 
cent, offering him the chance of 
a new match-fixing syndicate. 

Grobbelaar, 38. Fashanu, 33, 
and Malaysian-born Lim. 31, all 
deny giving or receiving mon- 
ey in a corrupt conspiracy to in- 
fluence the outcome of a foot- 
ball match or as a reward for 
doing so. 

Fashanu, Lim and 34-year-old 
Segers deny a similar charge. 
Grobbelaar denies a separate 
charge of receiving £2,000 as an 
inducement for influencing a 
football match. 

Mr Vincent is at present in 
custody in connection with a 
charge on a separate matter. 

The case continues. 


Bank firm against Horlick claim 


Jill Tremor 

Banking Correspondent 


Nicola Horlick. the City pension 
fund manager, yesterday re- 
mained commuted to her fight 
to win back her £1 m-a-year job 
but her attempts seemed dead- 
locked as her former employer, 
Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement was equally strong in 
its resolve not to reinstate her. 

Mrs Horlick grahbed the 


headlines last week for her ac- 
rimonious departure from 
MGAM, where she had worked 
for five years and earned a rep- 
utation as one of the City’s lop 
fund managers. 

She was also known as Su- 
perwoman for her ability to 
combine her hectic family life 
- she has five children and an 
investment banking husband - 
and her demanding job. 

John Fujt, her lawyer, said yes- 


terday she wanted to rrocti an am- 
icable settlement with her former 
employer as soon as possible. 

“Her first choice would def- 
initely be to get her job hack.” 
said Mr Farr. But if this was nm 
possible then compensation, 
expected to run to millions of 
pounds, is the alternative. If this 
fails she is likely to lake legal ac- 
tion against MGAM for “con- 
structive dismissal''. 

“If there is not a quick ami- 


cable solution, she has been con- 
structively dismissed and we 
would be going to court. If 
there is going to be an amica- 
ble solution, it should be fairly 
quick - one would hope by the 
end of the week — otherwise 
we re probably into the legal 
proceedings route.” 

MGAM said if not been con- 
tacted by Mrs Horlick and had 
no reason to communicate with 
her because she was no longer 


an employee. “The ball's in 
her court,” a spokesman said. 

The row broke out last Tues- 
day when Robert Smith, the 
chief executive of MGAM, sus- 
pended Mrs Horlick when he 
suspected she had been talking 
to a rival firm about moving 
there with her MGAM team. 
He had promoted her to his 
deputy the previous Friday. 

She denied that she was plan- 
ning any such move. 


PR man’s reputation in a tail spin 

ob Brow " City publicist struggling to repair his own standing 


Rob 

Media Editor 


As suspended ‘superwoman’ 
Nicola Horlick look her fighi 
against Morgan Grenfell Asset 
Management on to the streets 
of London at the weekend, no 
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one was wincing more than 
Anthony Cardew. the City pub- 
lic relations man who has been 
advising her on her strategy - 
or at leas; thought he was. 

Fellow spin doctors in the 
Square Mile have been as-, 
founded bv the pension man- 
agers publicity-seeking antics. 
They suspect that “the Cad" 
may even have to devise a dam- 
age limitation strategy for him- 
self to slop his own chances of 
securing lucrative work in future 
from sinking as low as hers. 

Piers Pnttingcr. of Lowe Bell 
Financial, spoke for many yes- 
terday when he exclaimed: “I 
was quite amazed to sec An- 
thony getting involved in these 
shenanigans, which won't do 
him any favours in the City. It’s 
just not his style. Indeed, it’s 
more Max Clifford than 
Anthony Cardew." 

Mr Poltinger. a former col- 
league oF Mr Cardew, suspects 
that he gave Mrs Horlick sound 
advice which she simply 
refused to take. Cardew con- 
firms that he had never met her 
before she hecame front page 
news. He took her on “because 
several vciv senior people in the 
City asked me to.” 

Although said by associates 
u> be “a real name-dropper", he 
was careful not to divulge who 


these people were, and whether 
any of them arc former 
colleagues at MGAM. 

Still. Cardew is sticking by his 
newest and most unwieldy 
clienL having finally persuaded 





her - with the help of her 
lawyers, who are said to be 
equally disturbed by her 
behaviour - to retreat from 
the limelight. 

The 47-year-oJd head of 
Cardew Si Co said yesterday: 
“Having made her case, Mrs 
Horlick has taken the advice of 
several people and is now main- 
taining silence, which i.s 
entirely sensible and proper. 
There have been some thrills 
and spills along the way which 


were perhaps unnecessary 
Iherc has been quite unprece- 
dented volume of covers C o nf 
what s really a local affair^ 
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Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

The British Empire slipped a lit- 
tle further into history yester- 
day morning as. with litUe cere- 
mony and under grey’ skies, 
the royal yacht Britannia left 
Portsmouth for its final cruise. 
The climax of its last long voy- 
age will be at the beginning of 
July when it picks up Chris Pat- 
ten, the last British governor of 
Hong Kong, as the colony is 
handed over to China. 

The cnd-of-Empire theme 
permeates 1997: not only is 
Hong Kong being handed tfack 
to China, but it is the 50th 
anniversary of Indian indepen- 
dence. And next year is the 50th 
anniversary of the creation of 
Israel out of the British mandate 
in Palestine. 

The royal yacht itself will be 
decommissioned by the end 
of the year. As yet, there are 
no plans in replace it. If the Roy- 
al Family wants another one, 
they will almost certainly have 
to buy it themselves. Although 
the Ministry of Defence insists 
that it has not finalised its 
plans, it looks unlikely that the 
defence budget will subsidise a 
new one - even one that has a 
theoretical wartime role as a 
hospital ship. 

In spite of yesterday's 
historical significance, only a 
handful of spectators were" on 
the quay right by the yacht be- 
fore it left, although by the Lime 
it headed out of the harbour 
more had gathered on the old 
fortifications in Old 
Portsmouth, outside the naval 
base. No one, it seemed, had a 


great deal of sympathy for the 
crew who were heading for 
seven months in the sun, first 
stop Malta, and then on. via the 
Arabian Sea and the Indian 
Ocean to the Far East. 

A 30am. Britannia slipped 
her moorings and headed out 
to sea, ushered by two tugs, 
Sheqjdag and Setter. Television 
crews and photographers 
followed, and two helicopters 
carrying television crews circled 
overhead. But for an event so 
symbolic, there was very little 
interest. The British Empire was 
exiting, not with a bang, butwith 
a whimper. 

Last Monday, a big naval 
force had left the same harbour 
for exercise Ocean Wave, which 
will visit some of the same 
places as Britannia but is largely 
separate from her cruise. The 
aircraft carrier. Illustrious, the 
destroyer, Gloucester, frigates, 
Chatham, Beaver, and 
Richmond and seven Royal 
Fleet Auxiliaries will be taking 
part. But only Chatham and one 
RFA, Sir Pcrcivalc, will join 
Britannia in Hong Kong. 

Much of Britannia's tour will 
be commercial in orientation, 
including calls in Pakistan. 
Thailand. Malaysia, Singapore, 
the Philippines. Japan and 
South Korea before h returns 
to Britain in early August 

The strong commercial 
emphasis would have been 
familiar to those who built the 
empire which is now entering 
the final stages of dissolution, 
including the hard-headed 
Scottish businessmen who built 
Hong Kong. 

In one way, yesterday’s scene 


was strikingly un-Victorian. As 
Britannia beaded out with a 
Royal Marine band on board, 
it contrasted with the sleek 
shape of the moored Victorian 
battleship, HMS Warrior. Built 
in 1860, black with a smart 
band of buff just above the wa- 
ter-line, the Warrior represent- 
ed the acme of Victorian 
technological and military su- 
premacy. The first iron-framed, 
armoured, steam-powered 
ocean-going battleship, it was 
the stealth bomber otits day. 

Lord Palmerston, seeing it 
among wooden ships, called 
this vicious killing machine M a 
snake among rabbits”. That 
is how the Victorians came to 
rule much of the world. 
Comparing it with Britannia at 
a theme park promotion for UK 
Limited may give a clue as to 
how we lost it again. 


Last farewell: Britannia leaving Portsmouth yesterday for the Far East where It will pick up Chris Patten in Hong Kong Photograph: Tom Pilston 


DAILY POEM 


The Teacher 

(for David Mason) 

By Gabriel Fitzmaurice 

I wish away my life until the pension 
Hoping that, just once, 1 Mill connect 
With sympathy that is beyond attention; 

Instead / keep good order, cam respect 
Once / had a.vision for my village - . . 

I'd bring to it a gift of poetry; 

Tonight the talk's of quotas and of tillage 
And how the barmaid gives out beer for free 
And yet, /Ye not lost hope in my own people - 
My vision was at fault; these people need 
To sing and dance, get drunk below the steeple 
That accuses them of gossip and of greed. 

I mind their children, give them right of way 
Into a world I’ve seen and try to say. 

Gabriel Fitzmaurice is director of the Lis towel Writers Con- 
ference in Kerry; this poem comes from The Village Sings [£7.95 
hum Peterioo Pbets, 2 Kelly Gardens, Calstock, Cornwall PL18 
9SA). Peterioo Pbets invite entries for their Open Poetry Com- 
petition, sponsored by Marks & Spencer, with a first prize of 
£4.000. Gosing date is 1 March; for more details and an en- 
try form, send an sae to the above address. The winning poem 
will be published in The Independetti on 24 April. 
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Brown pledges IDp tax, but no top rate rise 


This is an edited 
text of the keynote 
speech made by the 
shadow Chancellor In 
Westminster yesterday 

Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

“My approach is not to tax and 
spend, but to save and invest,” Gor- 
don Brown said in summing up 
Labour’s new Exchequer doctrine 
yesterday. “I have an iron commit- 
ment to stability in public finances. 

“We will not spend for its own 
s3ke, but according to our priorities. 
We will organise the tax system 
around clear principles and values. 
And I have shown that we will make 
tough choices where necessary, and 
do so on a fair basis. 

“But let nobody be in any doubt 
that we build from this platform of 
stability for a purpose. We do this so 
that we can equip our country for a 
prosperous future and raise the 
growth rate of our economy. 

“So that we can ensure for all the 
best educational opportunities and 
the skills to cope with change. So that 
we can give those denied work the 
employment opportunities they need. 

“So that we can, in partnership 
with business, create the conditions 
for the long-term investment they 
need to succeed -and so that we can 
create a fairer and more just society, 
that ensures not just work and op- 
portunity for those who need it but 
security for those denied iL 
“ll is through applying our prin- 
ciples and by bu iJding a new trust on 
tax and spending with the British 
people that Britain will be better off 
with Labour." 

At the start of bis keynote speech 
to businessmen at the QEQ centre 
in London yesterday, Mr Brown 
said; “Britain needs a new approach 
that recognises that government can 
best advance the public interest not 
by suppressing markets - the old 
Labour view- or simply succumbing 
to them - the view of the right - but 
by equipping individ uals and com- 
panies to succeed within them . . . 

“For the last 50 years this country 
has been held back by damaging cy- 
cles of boom and bust The volatility 
has damaged the confidence that 
generates investment and is one of the 
key reasons why Britain has invested 
so much less than our competitors ... 

“Low inflation is a precondition of 
sustainable growth. And we can only 
succeed in ensuring km inflation and 
interest rates through sound public fi- 
nances based on a fair approach to 
spending and taxation ... 

"In the past. Labour’s correct 




a line in 1 



Fran Abrams 

political Correspondent 


Planning a future: Shadow Chancellor Gordon Brown giving his speech at the QEII conference centre in London yesterday 


commitment to the public interest 
has often led to a reflex commitment 
to more public ownership and in- 
crease public spending. No longer . . . 
Before we can make any strategic de- 
cisions on public spending, we must 
be sure that existing resources are be- 
ing spent as effectively as possible in 
advancing the public interest ... 

“In addition to ... responsibilities 
for law and order and defence, the 
decisions of a Labour government 
will be guidedby our three priorities: 
encouraging investment for the long- 
term, expanding employment, and 
opportunity and fairness ... 


“Labour will take a firm and fair 
approach to public-sector pay. De- 
cisions will be made with a view to 
retain, recruit and motivate staff. But 
these must be made within tough 
cash limits. With Labour, all public- 
sector pay agreements must be fi- 
nanced from within the agreed 
departmental cash limits ... 

“Our programme requires no new 
spending commitments other than 
those financed by the windfall tax ... 
we will be making no new commit- 
ments in our manifesto which require 
additional spending. 

“So our mSL Budget will not reopen 


overall spending allocations for the 
1997-98 financial year ... Each de- 
partmental minister will want to use 
their first year to work out with their 
departments and permanent secre- 
taries how they can overhaul exist- 
ing spending so that ... spending is 
reordered to meet Labour's priori- 
ties in the 1998-99 financial year ... 

“The key to ensuring the decent 
services we all want to see and keep- 
ing the tax burden down is improv- 
ing the performance of our economy, 
cutting the bills of failure and ensur- 
ing the public and private sector work 
together for Labour priorities ... 


“We have already made it clear 
that our approach to taxation will be 
based on our values: that the tax sys- 
tem must encourage work and op- 
portunity for all, it must enco.urage 
investment and it must promote a fan- 
society ... after 22 Tory tax rises since 
1992 which have hit hard-working 
families, I want to make clear that 
a Labour government will not in- 
crease the basic rate of tax. 

“It is because we understand the 
importance of work that there will be 
no return to penal marginal tax rates 
at the top. As a signal of the impor- 
tance we attach to rewarding work I 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


want to make clear that I will not in- 
crease the top rate of tax . .. And just 
as it cannot be right that the highest 
earners in Britain face penal marginal 
rates of tax. so it is wrong that some 
of the lowest-paid face effective mar- 
ginal tax rates of 80 or 90 per cent, 
and, in some cases, over 100 per cent. 

“Labour wants to tackle the prob- 
lem of penal marginal tax rates fac- 
ing the low-paid by introducing a new 
lower starting rate of tax ... My lax- 
cutting ambition is to introduce a new 
lower starting rate of tax of 10 
pence to encourage work and help 
all hard-working families." 


By the time Gordon Brown 'fuse to. 
his feet yesterday, the Labour Phrty 
had already issued its attack on : 
the Tbries’ attack on the contents 
of his speech. 

In tire fevered fflori ooi - . 

pre-election politics, everything . 
happens at least 24 hours fat . . 

advance. By the time a big evrat 

such as a set-piece speech comes; ; 
round, it has been in all the 
newspapers. As often as not, other 
political parties have already . - 
spoken ont against it and the {my ; 

pviicinp the announcement has . 
come back with its own reaction to 
the reactions. = 

Readers of yesterday’s 
Independent , for example, wU] have 
seen some sizeable chunks of Mr , 

Brown’s speech published ' 

verbatim on the front page. 

Even though the shadow 
chancellor was not doe to speak ; 
until yesterday, his spin-doctors 
had already fed a “line 7 ’ on his . 
ftwigh stance on public- sector pgy . 
to the Sunday newspapers. 

Lest the daily papers should feel 
left out, the news about Labour's 
public-sector spending freeze was . - 
then given to them for Monday. 

morning. ; 

By Monday morning, therefore, 
much of that day’s speech war 
public knowledge. So when Mr" - 
Brown spoke on Radio Foot’s •• 
Today programme he bad to have' •. 
yet another announcement to make 
fa order to keep the broadcasters 
happy. He opted for the revelation 
— already widely trailed but not 
previously confirmed - that ■ . .. . . 
Labour has dropped its proposal , 
to impose a 50-per-cent top rate of 
tax on people earning more than 
£100,000. t: 

Now the party’s spin-doctors . . . 
must find something else for Mr. 
Brown to announce next week, and ; 
the week after. There is still plenty . 
to say of coarse - fall details of the 
party’s tax plans are still to be 
seen, for example. Bat with a whole 
series of major speeches scheduled 
for the next few weeks, they are 
bound to have their work cut out 
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Peers vote down 
bugging powers 


The Government suffered a 
defeat in the House of Lords 
last night as taw lords and oth- 
er peers united against mea- 
sures in its Police Bill. 

The House voted by 209 to 
145 votes in favour of a Labour 
amendment which would re- 
quire police to obtain prior 
consent before bugging or bur- 
gling homes or other premises. 
The Government then suffered 
another defeat on a liberal De- 
mocrat amendment which 
would allow any one of 440 cir- 
cuit judges to give the permis- 
sion. Peers voted in favour of 
that measure by 158 to 137. 

As ministers came under at- 
tack from every ride in a debate 
on their Police Bfli, Lord Lloyd 
of Berwick told peers that if it 
were passed as it stood it would 
be challenged in the European 
Court. 

“What sense is there in pass- 
ing a Bill which would be 
doomed under the European 
Convention?" be asked. 

Ministers want police to be 
able to carry out their surveil- 
lance and bugging operations 
without having to seek permis- 
sion to do so first. Labour, 
which originally supported the 
measure, was forced last week 


to shift its position. Its spokes- 
man argued at the Bill's report 
stage last night that police 
should have to seek permission 
in advance. 

The former Labour prime 
minister, James Callaghan, said 
that when he was Home Sec- 
retary in the 1960s electronic 
and covert surveillance was un- 
heard of. The Bill’s proposal 
that police should be allowed to 
carry out such operations on 
their own authority was funda- 
mentally wrong. 

“When the security services 
have to secure a warrant to in- 
trude on the premises of an en- 
emy agent. I don’t see why we 
should give less protection to 
our own citizens by not requir- 
ing chief constables lo do the 
same thing,” he said. 

Lord Callaghan said such op- 
erations must have started in the 
1970s. By 1977-78, in his last years 
as Prime Minister, between 500 
and 600 operations were carried 
out, the House heard. Now the 
figure has risen to 1,300. 

Baroness Blatch, Home Of- 
fice Minister, said most peers 
seemed to be agreed that there 
was a need today to tackle se- 
rious crime in Lius way. 

“The police are concerned at 


the invasion of a person’s pri- 
vacy and don't take derisions of 
this sort lightly. It is the police 
themselves who have pressed 
the Government for some years 
now to put these activities on a 
statutory basis," she said. 

But opposition parties want 
extra protection for individuals. 
Lord McIntosh of Haringey, 
Labour’s Home Affaire spokes- 
man in the Lords, said that the 
Bfli still did not give enough pro- 
tection to civil liberties. 

“We are concerned not just 
that serious crime should be 
pursued but also that we should 
preserve the principle . . . that an 
Englishman's home is his castle 
and that the officers of the 
State and the Crown have no 
right to intrude into that home 
without some independent jus- 
tification and independent au- 
thority,” he said. 

The Government was also at- 
tacked by a former Conserva- 
tive home secretary. Lord Carr 
of Hadley, who held the post 
from 1972 to 1974. He said he 
was “astonished" when he 
heard how many surveillance 
operations were how going on. 
A judge should make the deci- 
sion he said. “If we were to al- 
low it to go the other way E 



Lord Callaghan (above) 
and Baroness Blatch 



believe 20 years from now our 
successors would regard our al- 
lowance of it as something of 
which we should all be dread- 
fully ashamed." he said. 


Death of Labour MP pulls 
Tories back from brink 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


The death of the Labour MP 
Martin Redmond yesterday 
pulled the Government back 
from the Commons minority 
which was created by last week's 
death of the Conservative MP 
Iain Mills. 

Mr Redmond, 59. was MP for 
Don Valley, in South York- 
shire. He had been suffering 
from cancer for some lime. 

Because Mr Redmond and 
Mr Mills have died so late in the 
life of the Parliament, neither 


Don Valley, nor Mr Mills's 
Meriden constituency’ will be 
open for a by-election. 

But there is continuing spec- 
ulation about the timing of the 
Wirral South by-eiection - and 
its possible impact on the tim- 
ing of a general election. 

A MORI poll which was 
conducted for the Sun yester- 
day bore out local Conservative 
fears about Wirral South, show- 
ing a swing of more than 15 per 
cent from the Conservatives to 
Labour in the seat since the 
1992 election, with Labour lead- 
ing the Tories by 52 per cent to 


36 per cent. Local Tories believe 
that the scale of the swing re- 
flects the change in local pop- 
ulation, with many new diehard 
Labour voters having moved 
"over the water" - the Mereey 
- and into the constituency, 
from Liverpool. 

A Conservative promise that 
the by-election will not be held 
up means that it should be 
held on 6 March, the earliest 
possible date after the intro- 
duction of the new electoral reg- 
ister on 16 February. 

There were two lines of spec- 
ulation prompted by the MORI 


findings yesterday: one,, that 
the Prime Minister would call “ 
a 20 March general election in 
order to avoid an unrepresen- 
tative debacle in Wimu South; 
or secondly, that he would stall : 
a general election until the last ■ 
' possible moment, I May, in the 
hope that the bumfliation Of 
Wurai South might be forgot- 
ten, and that things migfcf im- 
prove. 

The death of Mr Redfoond 
means the Tories now have the 
same number of voting MPs - 
322 - as all the other parties 
combined. 


& 


Alan Clark on road to Commons 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Alan Clark, the eccentric former 
defence minister in Margaret 
Thatcher's government, has 
cleared the first hurdle in his 
bid to re-enter the House of 
Commons. 

The former MP for Plymouth 
Sutton is among six candidates 
to be shortlisted tonight to re- 
place Sir Nicholas Scott in the 
Chelsea and Kensington con- 


stituency. The final election 
will be held on Thursday. 

But at Westminster, some 
MPs were tipping Patricia Mor- 
ris, a financial consultant, who 
is highly regarded as a bright, 
gutsy speaker. Sarah White- 
house. a runner-up to Archie 
Norman for the Sevenoaks seat. 
Is also on the shortlist. 

Winston Churchill and David 
Harris, both existing Torv MPs, 
did not reach the shortlist, but 
the other hopefuls include 


Hugo Summerson, the former 
MP for Walthamstow, north 
east London. 

A barrister and adviser to the 
Euro-sceptics, Martin Howe, is 
on the shortlist with a local 
councillor, Daniel Moylan. Mr 
Howe is a nephew of the former 
Chancellor, Lord Howe. 

Meanwhile, the party lead- 
ership is preparing for Sir 
George Gardiner to be sacked 
as Toty MP for Reigate by his 
constituency. Sir George, 


leading Euro-sceptic and former 
leader of the Thatcherite 92 
Group, survived one attempt to 
oast him by his constituency last 
year after the Chief Whip, AJas- 
tair Goodlad, and other senior 
figures in the party rallied round 
to his cause. 

A senior source last night said I 
there would be no attempt to 
help Sir George a second time, 
“It’s now entirety up to his 
constituency, but we are not 
helping". 
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Anglican 
rebels to 
appoint 

their own 
bishops 


news 


Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

The schism in the Church of 
England over ihe ordinal ion of 
practising homosexuals widen- 
ed yesterday when Reform, a 
conservative evangelical group, 
announced plans to create its 
own bishops and to plant its own 
churches outside the Church of 
England that would be "legal- 
ly independent but LhcologiaiUy 
connected". 

“We intend to use the struc- 
tures of the Church of England 
in its institutional forms where 
they forward the Gospel” the 
group announced. 

Reform, which claims as 
members btiO priests out of the 
10.000 who belong to the 
Church of England, did much 
to organise the protests against 
the service last autumn at 
Southwark cathedral in south- 
east London to mark the 20th 
anniversary of the gay Christian 
movement. The group con- 
demned the service as “a blas- 
phemy". 

Reform is also opposed to 
women being ordained a;; 
priests, on the grounds that the 
Bible mandates patriarchy. 

For several years the group 
has been moving in Lhe direc- 
tion of setting up a quasi-inde- 
pendent church - first by 
withholding money from dioce- 
san funds, secondly by threat- 
ening to train candidates for the 
priesthood who would contin- 
ue Reform's beliefs, and now by 
creating their own bishops, who 
could in turn ordain priests. 

Such bishop would be ille- 
gal under English law, but their 
ordination would be valid. It is 
difficult to see what sanctions 
the Church of England would 
take against them. 

Although Reform represents 
a tiny minority in the General 
Synod - where it has fewer than 
1 6 seats out of 560 - it operates 
from a base of large and pros- 
perous conservative evangelical 
churches, some of whom are al- 
ready withholding payments 
from diocesan funds. 


When asked whether this is 
not splitting the church, leaders 
reply that it is the other side 
doing the spliuing. 

in a statement announcing 
their plans for new bishops, the 
group says: “We ... arc the 
Church of England. Our parish- 
es are seen to be the embodi- 
ment of the doctrine that 
defines and constitutes the 
Church of England- Reform is 
not. therefore, ‘a Church with- 
in the Church'. We are not 
about to 'leave the Church of 
England'. The statement con- 
tinued: “We define the Church 
of England not by bishops and 
synods, but, as it is established, 
by the Bible, the creeds and the 
canons.“ 

Reform is vague about when 
the proposed bishops migliL he 
consecrated. It sees their de- 
ployment as a final step if the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr 
George Carey, refuses to grant 
their request for a “flying bish- 
op” who would share their the- 
ological views. The two “flying 
bishops" so far appointed to 
minister to the opponents of 
women priests have been 
Anglo-Catholic, and disagree 
with Reform on almost every- 
thing except the undesirability 
of women priests. 

Dr Carey is unlikely to accede 
to this requcsL Last autumn he 
denounced “bullying loud- 
mouthed controversialists" in 
the Church: this attack was 
aimed at Reform. 

Many of the Reform parish- 
es are already in dispute with 
their bishops: one, in south 
London, has asked for the epis- 
copal oversight of the Bishop of 
Fulham, an Anglo-Catholic op- 
posed to women priests, rather 
than the evangelical bisbop of 
Southwark, the Rt Rev Roy 
Williamson . 

No official comment was 
forthcoming from the Church of 
England to this latest threat 
Dora Reform. Dr Carey is on 
sabbatical in the United Stales, 
and cannot be reached because 
the electronic mail system on his 
computer is broken. 



Toast of Paris: John Galliano receiving a standing ovation following the presentation of his first collection yesterday for Dior 


Photograph: Ben Owes 


The Englishman who stormed Paris 


Tamsin Blanchard 

Not since Dior's New Look 
was shown 50 years ago has the 
couture house been so feted as 
it was alter John Galliano’s 
first collection yesterday. 

The designer was greeted 
with a tumultuous standing ova- 
tion after the show at the Grand 
Hotel in Paris. The world's cou- 
ture collectors, from Nan 
Kempner to Galliano champi- 
on Sao Schlumberger, looked on 
in awe, barely able to control 
their mental shopping lists. And 
the Duchess of York, there in 
her new capacity as fashion 
commentator for Paris Match , 
sat sandwiched between Maris- 
sa Berenson, Charlotte Ram- 
pling and Beatrice Dalle, con- 
ducting her own media circus. 

The clothes, rather than Gal- 


Galliano’s Dior collection feted as finest since the New Look 


liano’s usual theatrics, stole the 
show. There were magnificent 
pieces, including structured, 
hourglass hound’s-tooth suits. 
Last Emperor Chinese bL>cut 
satin crepe evening dresses in 
lime green and old rose, bead- 
ed corsets inspired by Masai 
warriors worn over belle tpoque 
dresses with exaggerated pad- 
ded bottoms, and fan tasty ball 
gowns of embroidered duchess 
satin with yards of frothy net 
skirts. There was as much’Dior 
as there was Galliano. 

In 1947, when the 42-year-old 
Christian Dior showed his New 
Look, the wide hems of sweep- 
ing skirts and the opulent fem- 
inity shocked war-torn on- 
lookers. The look was not new. 


but harked back to an age when 
women like his mother were 
laced tightly into corsets. Gal- 
liano shares the same vision of 
women. And his New Dior has 
made him not only the toast of 
the fashion world, but also of the 
couture grandmothers who buy. 

Only a year ago, Galliano 
showed his first couture collec- 
tion for Givenchy, which, like 
Dior, is owned by LVMH 
(Moet Hennessy Louis Vuit- 
ton). Bernard Arnault, chair- 
man of the luxury goods con- 
glomerate is the man responsi- 
ble for forcing couture to move 
forward. It is he who has bought 
John Galliano, Alexander Mc- 
Queen and the American Marc 
Jacobs to Paris. The job at 


Dior is a plum post because the 
house is a money machine. 

In 1949, 75 per cent of all 
French fashion exports were li- 
censed to Dior. The house was 
first to seize upon the potential 
of selling affordable spin-offs to 
wider markets like to Japan and 
America. Miss Dior was, along 
with Chanel No 5, one of the 
world’s best-selling fragrances. 
Because of that, the company, 
with its licences for scarves, sun- 
glasses. ties, and cosmetics, has 
grown to today’s turnover of 
over£lbn a year. About £705m 
in 1 995 was from perfume sales 
alone (about five times the 
sales of the fashion house itself). 

By hiring new creative blood 
in the form of Galliano and Mc- 


Queen, Mr AmauJt has effec- 
tively declared war on the oth- 
er couture houses of Paris, 
namely Chanel, the company 
that actually makes money out 
of selling haute couture. 

The change in pace of Paris 
couture has been inevitable 
since Galliano was hired for 
Givenchy. Before that, it was as- 
sumed that haute couture was 
dying out. along with its hand- 
ful of monstrously wealthy 
clients. Chanel’s Karl Lagerfeld 
has welcomed the competition, 
and has managed a spot of es- 
pionage by poaching Galliano’s 
creative support and muse, 
Amanda. Harlech, who has been 
at his side for the past 12 years. 
In November, when Lagerfeld 



British films scoop Hollywood’s golden honours 


Brenda Blethyn: Winning 
role in Secrets and Lies 


David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

Brenda Blethyn. the star of 
Mike Leigh's film Secrets And 
Lies, led a night of British 
triumphs at the Golden Globe 
Awards in Hollywood. 

The awards, decided by the 
Hollywood foreign press asso- 
ciation and often seen as a 
pointer to the Oscars, saw Ms 
Blethyn win best dramatic ac- 
tress for her role as a white work- 
ing-dass mother traced by the 
black daughter who she gave up 


for adoption at birth in Leigh's 
richly comic and poignant tale. 

Winning her first Hollywood 
award at 50, Ms Blethyn, a sec- 
retary for 10 years before she 
became an actress, said at the 
ceremony at the Beverly Hilton 
hotel: “Crikey, I'm happy to be 
in the building, never mind 
standing up here." 

In a night of wins for Britain, 
The Eng&h Patient - based on 
Michael Ondaatje’s 1992 Book- 
er Prize winning novel - direct- 
ed by Anthony Minghella and 
starring Ralph Fiennes, won two 


awards: best motion picture 
drama and best original score. 

Awards for performances on 
American television saw three 
British stars pick up the top 
honours. Helen Marco won 
best actress in a mini-series, for 
Losing Chase-, Alan Rickman 
was best actor in a mini-series, 
for Rasputin, and Sir lan 
McKellen won best supporting 
actor, also for Rasputin. 

Evita, directed by Alan Park- 
er. won three awards, including 
best motion picture musical. 
Andrew Uqyd Webber and Tim 


Rice received an award for 
best original song with “You 
Must Love Me", the one new 
number that the pair composed 
for the movie. And the star. 
Madonna, won her first Globe 
for best actress in a musical. 
Madonna, who became preg- 
nant while making the film, 
said at Sunday night's ceremo- 
ny: “I have been veiy favourably 
blessed this past year and I have 
much to be thankful for. Mak- 
ing this movie was an incredi- 
ble adventure for me." 

The Golden Globes launched 


Hollywood’s awards season with 
a definite accent on films made 
abroad. Geoffrey Rush won best 
dramatic actor for the 
Australian film Shine. The Gold- 
en Globe for best foreign 
language film went to the Czech 
Republic's Kahn. 

One of the biggest cheers of 
the night came when the best 
supporting actress award was 
won by the now veteran star, 
and widow of Humphrey 
Bogart, 72-year-old Lauren 
Bacall. Astonishingly, it was 
the first major award she had 


won. Bacall, who played the 
possessive mother of Barbra 
Streisand in The Mirror Has 7w 
Faces, waved her Golden Globe 
aloft to hoots of joy as Lhe 
audience rose to its feet. 

“I’m in a state of shock," she 
said. “This is the first time I’ve 
been nominated for an award 
in any role." 

Dustin Hoffman received a 
lifetime achievement award, 
presented to him by his fellow 
actor Tom Cruise, who himself 
picked up a statuette for best 
comedy actor m Jem • Maguire. 


offered her more money than 
she could sandy turn down, she 
swapped allegiances. He shows 
his collection today. 

Ready-to-wear designers are 
also been keen to get in on the 
act. Jean Paul Gaultier showed 
his first couture collection on 
Sunday night before an audi- 
ence that included Elton John. 
Thierry Mugler shows his first 
couture collection tomorrow. 

With the retrospective exhi- 
bition for Dior currently on 
show at the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum in New York, and the pub- 
licity surrounding Princess 
Diana in the first Galliano for 
Dior dress at the private view. 
Mr Arnault will be rubbing his 
hands in glee. Not only will the 
Dior name hit the headlines, the 
clothes themselves will be the 
most sought-after of the season. 
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Europe urges Annan to reform the UN 


significant shorts 



David Usbonte 

New York 


Annan: Mission to extract 
$lbn in US payments 


The European Union is to urge 
the new Secretary General of 
the United Nations, Kofi An- 
nan, to take swift and aggressive 
steps to overhaul the organisa- 
tion's sprawling web of 
departments, agencies and spe- 
cialised funds, if necessary 
merging some with each 
other and eliminating others 
altogether. 

file proposals, that have 
emerged from months of debate 
between EU governments most 
recently at foreign minister lev- 
el, are contained in a 25-page 
memorandum obtained by The 
Independent. The document 
will be presented today to Mau- 
rice Strong, the Canadian in- 
dustrialist who was appointed by 
Mr Annan at the weekend to 


bring together an overall reform 
package. 

While- the memorandum, 
which is still classified, is far- 
reaching in its suggestions for 
change, it contains repeated 
warnings that reform at the 
UN should not be equated with 
cutting the organisation's bud- 
get. The references are meant 
to put distance between the EU 
and those voices in the United 
Slates, most of them Republi- 
can, seeking to use the reform 
exercise to strip away UN re- 
sources. “The reform of the 
United Nations is not about 
cost-cutting, * it insists. 

In what promises to be a crit- 
ical week, Mr Annan tomorrow 
begins a visit to Washington, 
where he will meet for the first 
time as Secretaiy General with 
President Bill Clinton and 
members of the Congress. Mr 


Annan must try to persuade 
members of Congress of his 
commitment to reform while 
convincing them to release the 
more than Slbn in late pay- 
ments due the UN from the US. 

Mr Annan hopes to have a 
complete package of reform 
proposals ready by the summer. 
Mr Strong, 67, who also acted 
as an adviser to the last Secre- 
tary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali will head a task force of 
advisers on reform. Its other 
members will include Gustave 
Speth, the head of the United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme (UNDP), who last year 
caused controversy by asking 
that all UN development and 
h umanitari an bodies be stream- 
lined grouped under his own. 

The EU document, which is 
restricted to addressing UN 
social and development activi- 


ties, notably borrows heavily 
from the controversial Speth 


where the need for ratio- 
nalisation is clear, the paper 
said, the “Union considers that 
funds and programmes so as- 
sesses could be merged ... the 
assessment should extend to all 
funds and programmes". 

In a nod to Mr Speth's allu- 
sion to a new umbrella role for 
his agency, the paper adds: 
“While fully open to dialogue 
on best ways forward in this re- 
spect, the EU considers that the 
UNDP could provide a focus for 
enhanced co-ordination in this 


area . 

Both Mr Speth and Mr 
Strong have voiced on the 
record their support for closing 
down some of the less obviously 
useful UN agencies such as the 
UN Industrial Development 


Organisation in Vienna (from 
which Britain has just with- 
drawn) and the UN Conference 
on Trade and Development 

The EU also calls for the cre- 
ation of a new Under-Secretary 
General who would take over- 
all responsibility for all UN so- 
cial and development activities. 
This person would act as Ex- 
ecutive Secretary to the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council, the 
overarching committee of all 
UN members that oversees all 
development matters and which 
would itself be radically stream- 
lined and pared down. 

The EU would also like! to see 
the establishment of a single UN 
headquarters in each country 
where the UN is represented. 
At the head of each would be 
a single UN representative, re- 
sponsible for co-ordinating all 
UN efforts in that country. 


Ifeltsin due to 
move home to 


recuperate 


Boris Yetein was last night 

due to leave hospital and 
move to his residence out- 
side Moscow where he will 
continue to recuperate from 
double pneumonia, his 

_ . . * c : Vo. 


Marines and the ugly lads join 


dined to say when the 
President, who was admitted 
13 days ago, would resume 
work in the Kremlin. 

Although Mr Yeltsin's 
doctors have made clear he 
needs three weeks to return 
to health. Mr Yastrzhembsky 
said he may “possibly" go 
ahead with a trip to The 
Hague on 4 February after 
meeting the French Presi- 
dent, Jacques Chirac. Phil 
Reeves - Moscow 


Mexicans flock 
toTJright 
Star’ wedding 

With thousands of fans 
crowding outside, millions 
watching on television and : 
blessings from the Pope 
hirtiHrif, Mexico's most > 
popular stars got married 

in one of the country’s : -. 

biggest weddings even 
Archbishop Ncrberto 

Rivera Carrera - the 

Roman Catholic primate of 
Mexico - officiated at the . 
nuptials of Lucero, an 
actress-anger known by 
her first name, which means 
‘"Bright Star," and the 
singer-actor Manuel 
Mjjares. AP - Mexico City 


Coup trial 


Solana silent 
on Nato talks 


opens 

■ The trial over the killing of 
Bangladesh independence ‘ 7. 
leader Sheikh Mujibur 


pageant for America’s coronation 


Clinton 
basks in 
party for 
a nation 


John Carlin 

Washington 


Earnest, adolescent, high-minded, 
tacky, commercial, ambitious, fabu- 
lously diverse and, above all. big, the 
festivities yesterday to mark Wash- 
ington’s four-yearly pageant, the pres- 
idential inauguration, achieved their 
objective - to capture the spirit of 
America. 

From the steps of the historic Capi- 


tol, a Washington school choir sang a 
sene of love for America, edebratine 


song of love for America, celebrating 
the mountains, the prairies and the 
oceans, the freedom, the peace and the 
harmony. 

The vast crowds looked uplifted, 
rapt, but a confused foreign visitor 
could have been forgiven for imagin- 
ing he had stumbled onto the set of a 
Coca-Cola commercial The event 
was a coronation. United States-style 
-sans ermine, sceptres and crowns, but 
teenage baton-twirlers, chocolate-box 
marching bands and Disney parade 
floats aplenty. 

The official inaugural theme, pick- 
ing up on President Bill Clinton's 
favourite election campaign slogan, was 
“An American Journey: Buflding a 
bridge to the 21st century”. The pur- 
pose of the floats was to describe that 
journey, recount the history of the 
world's most successful nation through 
images on wheels. 

A plaster of Paris revolutionary 
soldier beating a drum led the way 
ahead of a gian t plaster of Paris scroll 
bearing the opening words of the US 
constitution (“We, the people ...”) in 
ISth-century script. Then a plaster of 
Paris eagle and then, the piece de re- 
sistance , a cartoon train covered in red 
and blue furry synthetic carpeting, 
closely followed by a stagecoach set in 
a landscape of polystyrene cacti and 
papier mach«5 rocks. 

As the present day loomed, the im- 
ages become appropriately eclectic. 
One float bore on its prow the wings 
of the Kitty Hawk, on the prow a wind- 
mill, at the stem a transparent plastic 
bag filled with red confetti marked 
“blood plasma". Then a rocket trail- 
ing spray-painted cotton wool, two 
computer screens inside a cage 
adorned like a greenhouse and. 
perched on a parapet, a plaster of Paris 
man with ear mufflers aiming a black 
pistol in the general direction of a glit- 
tering gold Statue of Liberty. 

The human clement in the parade, 
viewed by President Ointon from in- 
side a bullet-proof capsule in front of 
the White House, bore testimony to 
America's mad. magnificent variety. 
The US Marine Corps band and Com- 



A silent Javier Solana, 
Secretary-General of Nato, 
flew out of Moscow last 
night after five hours of 
negotiations with Russia's 
Foreign Minister, Yevgeny 
I Primakov, over the alliance’s 
plans to expand eastwards. 
Talks were held in a secret 
location outside Moscow. 

Mr Solana left Russia 
without comment, while the 
Kremlin said the fa Iks were 
merely a “prologue'’. In an 
effoit to soothe Russian 
opposition to the alliance’s 
planned expansion. Nato is 
believed to be offering a 
consultative role to Moscow 
over security and arms 
control issues, as well as 
more economic assistance. 
Phil Reeves - Moscow 


Rahman opened, more than 
21 years after his death in an 
army coup. Lawyers said six 
of the 25 people accused of _ 
involvement m the killing of 


Mujib appeared in court, 
including three ex-army 
officers. In all 32 people, 
including Mujib, his wife and 5 
three sons were killed oh 15. 
August 1975, in the country's 
first army revolt 
Reuters - Dhaka 


Mudslide kills 


family of four 


Megawati 

blocked 


Officials blocked Indonesia's 
pro-democracy leader from 
running for re-election to 
parliament issuing a final 
list of candidates for voting 
| in May that excludes 
Megawati Sukarnoputri and 
her supporters. The list of 
candidates approved by 
election officials includes 
four of President Suharto's 
children, his half-brother, a - 
daughter-in-law and a 
cousin. Ms Megawati's 
removal as leader of an 
opposition party last year led 
to anti-government rioting. 
AP- Jakarta 


A waterfront house in ' 
Washington state with a view 
of Seattle’s skyline was y- 
pushed into Puget Sound by 
a mudslide, killing a family 
of four. The mudslide . .. 
slammed into the back of 
the three-story house. 
Melting snow from storms 
late last month and last 
week’s steady rain have . 
saturated area hillsides on' 
the island west of Seattle. AP 
- Bainbridge Island, 
Washington 


Abortion 
dinic bombed 


New spy body 
for Japan 


Two bomb explosions rocked 
an abortion clinic in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma on Sunday, just 
three days after six people 
were injured in a similar 
attack on a clinic in Atlanta, 
Georgia. The two bombs 
exploded seconds apart just 
outside the Reproductive 
Services of Tulsa clinic. 
Reuters- TUIsa 


Japan launched its biggest 
spy agency, a unified mililary 
group, ending decades of 
fragmented intelligence 
gathering and reliance on 
information from 
Yfeshington. The Defence 
Intelligence Headquarters 
(DM) brings under one 
umbrella group the five 
separate intelligence units of 
the army, navy, air force, 
the Defence Agency 
(ministry) and the Japan 
Military Joint Staff Council. 
The 1,660 DM staff will 
dwarf the 300-mem her 
Cabinet Research 
Information Bureau, the 
government's top 
intelligence agency at 
present. Reuters - Tokyo 


Berlusconi 


judge quits 


The year-old corruption trial 
of Italy's former prune 
minister, Silvio Berlusconi, 
was thrown into disarray 
when the presiding judge 
stepped down in a row over 
alienations of bias. The 
decision by judge Carlo 
Crivelli meant the trial hr ’ 
Milan, at which Mr 
Berlusconi and 10 others are 
charged with complicity in 
corruption, might have to 
restart from scratch. 

Reuters - Rome 


Lover’s reptile 


Dream team: Bill and Hillary Clinton embrace after the president was sworn in to office for his second term 


party C. Sth Tank Battalion of Talla- 
hassee. Florida, marched in fearsome 
jock-step ahead of a giant phalanx that 
included the Barrow Eskimo Dance 
Group, the Hub City Dancers, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
Saints Covered Wagon, the James 
Madison University Marching "Roy- 
al Dukes”, the Wildcat Wranglers. 
Mahina and the Polynesians, Bill 
the Mule, the Rasputin Mule Firm and 
Los Changuitos Fees de Tucson, which 


means the "Ugly Lillie Lads of Tuc- 
son”. 

The cheerfully uncritical crowds 
lining Pennsylvania Avenue chomped 
hot dugs, waved little US flags, sport- 
ed inaugural souvenir T-shirts and shot 
envious glances - for it was a long day 
- at 1 he privileged few who had pur- 
chased road-side seals, price 510 to 
SI 00 a ticket. 

A small bunch of anti-abortion pro- 
testors struck the big day’s one dis- 


cordant note. They lined a stretch 50 
yards long of Pennsylvania Avenue, 
holding aloft large placards bearing 
photographs of bloody, hideously di£ 
membered foetuses. 

Otherwise, the mood was resolute- 
ly cheerful. Mr Oiniqn, sucking in the 
pomp and the adulation, was king for 
the day and even the congressional Re- 
publicans. at a lime when US politics 
is defined by ad homincm squabbles, 
called a truce. 


Photograph: Reutera I Latvia PM 


revenge 


Today hostilities will resume, sincere 
as Mr Clinton's appeal was in his 
speech for an end to bipartisan bick- 
ering. Bui yesterday was L T S family day 
in Washington as the hundreds of thou- 
sands of revelling patriots on the Mall 
and the millions watching on television 
glowed with pride, thankful for the re- 
minder that the US enters the 21st cen- 
tuiy unchallenged as the mightiest, 
richest, most innocently optimistic 
notion on earth. 


resigns 


The Latvian Prime Minister 
Andris Skele announced be 
was resigning, saying it was 
impossible to stay in office 
after other officials and 
legislators questioned his 
honesty. Mr Skele acted 
after questions were raised 
about his actions in choosing 
a finance minister. AP - Riga 


A jilted Indonesian woman 
released six cobras in a 
crowded karaoke bar in ' 
central Jakarta to teach her 
former boyfriend, who 
worked there, a lesson. 

The woman accused her 
former lover, identified only 
as Tu, of having an affair 
with a colleague, said 


Indonesia’s news agency. 
The woman and the cobras 
were taken into police 
custody. Reuters - Jakarta 


Small ad. 
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Britain backs US plan for 
global ban on landmines 


Tony Barber 

Europe Editor 


• It's easy to transfer. 

- Our mortgage rate is 6.3 1 % 

(6.5% APR variable). 

• Call us now for more details. 

0W 649 9j^9 0WM 831 9099 221 9099 


LONDON | MANCHESTER I GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am Co 8pm Monday to Friday and 
9sun to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. IND83 
A Royal Bank of Scotland company. 


Subtle » «ana. Dfe assurance to cower the loan and sacuruy requhrod. 
Rates correct at 9/1/97. Subject to variation. Written floatations on 
YOUR HOME IS AT RISK 1C vftn nn MOT KEPP up 


daces correct at subject to variation. Written quotations or 

request YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP 

repayments on a mortgage or other loan secured on rr 


repayments on a mortgage or other loan SECURED on rr 

Call* are recorded for your added security. Direct Une and the red 'phene 
are trademarks 0* Direct Une Insurance pic, used with 


The United States launched 
an initiative yesterday to secure 
a world-wide ban on landmines, 
which, according to humanitar- 
ian organisations, kill or maim 
about 25,000 people a year. 

The Government said h sup- 
ported the US proposal which 
was made public only days af- 
ter the Princess of Whies came 
under fire from Tory politi- 
cians for denouncing landmines 
as “hideous weapons” during a 
visit to Angola on behalf of the 
British Red Cross. 

The Government, perhaps 
sensing public support for (he 
princess's remarks, quickly dis- 
tanced itself from the criticism 
of her and made dear that it ad- 


vocated a ban -on most ami- 
personnel mines. Government 
officials point out that Britain 
has not manufactured such 
mines for years and that China 
and Russia are the world’s 
hugest producers and exporters 
of landmines. 

The Clinton administration 
put forward its initiative at the 
United Nations-sponsored Con- 
ference on Disarmament in 
Geneva, but without much ex- 
pectation that it would achieve 
rapid results. Diplomats said the 
6 1 -nation conference was like- 
ly to get bogged down in the next 
few weeks over the demands of 
non-aligned and developing 
countries for total nuclear dis- 
armament before there wan any 
progress on landmines. 

However, the US approach. 


which is supported by France as 
well as Britain, may produce re- 
sults in the longer term. This is 
because Russia and China, 
whose support would be es- 
sential to the effectiveness of q 
world-wide ban. have indicated 
that they are at least prepared 
to discuss the issue in Geneva. 

US officials said it made 
more sense to push tor a land- 
mines ban at a conference 
where the Russians and Chinese 
were taking part. The US ban 
would cover mines designed to 
kill or injure people, but would 
«cfode anti-tank mines. 
.r^ K n nl ^ ill ‘ lina ' Committee 

of i he Red Cross, one of sever- 
, humanitarian gamps pressin° 
tor a world-wide han. estimates 
here are more than it HI million 
landmines in (*4 countries. 


Serbian court suspends 
judgment on poll outcome 


Mark Heinrich 

Reuters 



Belgrade — A Serbian court yes- 
terday suspended an electoral 
commission ruling that Presidem 
Slobodan Milosevic's Socialist 
party had lost Belgrade munic- 
1 pal election?, to an opposition 
coalition two months ago. 

The municipal court presi- 
deni Dragoljuh Jankovic. elar- 
'fytng the effect of appeals 
against the electoral panel’s 
decision, said it was put on icc 
pending a ruling bv the 
supreme Court on which court 
should decide the volatile issue. 

The opposition Zajedno (To- 
gether) coalition has staged 
nine weeks of street protests 
against the annulment i if its vic- 
tories.- m a .unirwide municipal 


. - 7- * “»>■ WX.I OUL iciurm 

in Serbia. 

Analysts said the Socialist- 
influenced municipal court may 
have been browbeaten by par- 
ty bosses into passing tile buck 
to higher legal organs under no 
deadline for a ruling, giving 
hardliners more time for 
counter-moves. 

Zajedno fears a new out- 
break of political violence in Ser- 
bia s Albanian-majority pro- 
vince of Kosovo could allow Mr 
Milosevic to divert attention 
from the election crisis and 
build a case for emergency mea- 
sures to quell any dissent. 

Belgrade's multi-party elec- 
toral commission reinstated 
Zajedno’s triumph in the cap- 
ital a week ago but said its judg- 


ment was preliminaiy and open 
to appeals 

Jankovic said two appeals 
were submitted - one by the So- 
cialists (SPS) and the other by 


the rightist Serbian Radical 
Party (SRS), which is not in the 
government but opposes .Ser- 
bia’s moderate opposition Woe 
‘‘The derision of the electoral 
commission is suspended until 
the Supreme Court decides 
[which court should rule cm the 
matter]^ Mr Jankovic fflid. , 
He said the Supreme Court- 
had no deadline for a Of- 

ficials in Nis, Serbia’s second 
city, declared a Zaje duo victo- 
ry Last week. The SrS Idd^Jd » 
appeal but it was thrown out by : 
Nis municipal court. Zufedfl®, 
plans to convene the new re* 
gionaJ assembly on. 27 Japp**!’, 
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Britain 
slams EU 

fast-track 

strategy 


Sarah Helm 

Brussels 


The Government must maintain 
the right to veto any attempt by 
other countries to build a “flex- 
ible” multi-speed Europe. 
Britain told its European part- 
ners yesterday . 

David Davis, Minister for 
European Union, made dear at 
a meeting in Brussels (hat if oth- 
er countries wanted to pool 
powers without the rest, the go- 
ahead must be given by all 
member-states. The European 
Union was “not a franchise op- 
eration” he said, adding that the 
institutions of union were the 



Hans Tietmeyer: Attacked 
Europe’s political leaders 

“common property of all". His 
comments put Britain at log- 
gerheads with the French and 
German foreign ministers, who 
spoke out together in favour of 
majority voting on issues of 
flexible power-sharing. 

“The key point is more ma- 
jority decisions.” said Klaus 
Kinkel, the German Foreign 
Minister. “Wf cannot get stuck. 
The European motor must not 
stall. It must keg? running, and 
France and Germany must 
march side-by-side.” 

The ministers were speaking 
after the EU’s first substantia] 
discussions on how “flexible" 
decision-making might work. 
Flexibility, which would allow 
some countries to integrate 
without all member-states, is 
now viewed as the key to a more 
workable union. 

It has become the most con- 
tenu’ous issue on the table of the 
Inter-Governmental Confer- 


ence on EU reform, as the 
talks enter the final haul before 
the EU summit in Amsterdam 
in June. In recent weeks John 
Major has taken a conciliatory 
line on flexibility, suggesting to 
European partners that Britain 
is not opposed to creation of a 
multi -speed Europe, which 
would allow Britain to opt out 
of policies it docs not favour. 

But Britain appears to have 
been taken aback by the way in 
which other member-stales - 
particularly France and Ger- 
many - intend to use flexibility 
to push for deeper power-shar- 
ing in areas ranging from de- 
fence and immigration to 
taxation and monetary union. 

YesLerday Mr Davis said the 
Franco-Gcrman ideas on flex- 
ibility were an attempt to “by- 
pass” the veto and that was “not 
acceptable." He said a “ma- 
jority” of other member-states 
were expected to support the 
British position on flexibility. 

If other countries were 
pushed by the Brilish veto into 
power-sharing outside the 
treaty, this would not threaten 
Britain, he said. 

British obstruction on flexi- 
bility was not the only cause of 
unease among EU leaders yes- 
terday, as more evidence ap- 
peared of concern about 
progress towards economic and 
monetary union. Hans Tiet- 
meyer, the Bundesbank presi- 
dent, criticised Europe's 
political leadership for failing to 
win the public round to the 
euro, saying they had been too 
ready to blame economic prob- 
lems on the Maastricht Treaty. 

In an interview with the In- 
ternational Herald Tribune yes- 
terday Mr Tietmeyer blamed 
European countries, including 
Germany, for faltering eco- 
nomically because they had 
failed to react quickly enough 
to the rising power of Asia, the 
growth of Eastern Europe and 
revival of the US. 

Mr Tietmeyer repeated a 
call for strict interpretation of 
the Maastricht Treaty when 
Europe's leaders decide early in 
1998 which countries qualify for 
EMU. “The treaty is the treaty, 
and if politicians stick to that, 
then we will hove to select the 
countries in a restrictive way," 
he said. 



Overdrawn: Jerome Meysonnier (right), head of Credit foncier de France, being held captive in his bank by angry workers Photograph: Renter 

Bank boss a hostage to misfortune 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


It is not so mnch a revolution 
as a white-collar counter-revo- 
lution in defence of an ancien 
regime. 

Hundreds of bank employees, 
in suits and silk scarves, have 
taken their boss hostage in feus 
own office. They have draped 
placards insulting the Juppe 
government in tbe potted palms 
of their bank’s lobby. And they 
have turned the marbled halls 
of one of the most prestigious 
sites in the financial district of 
Paris into an impromptu disco. 
Yesterday they were settling in 
for a prolonged siege. 

Except there is no siege. The 
protesters seized the governor 
of the bank and 10 members of 
his board on Friday and held 
them prisoner throughout tbe 
weekend. But the government 
has made no attempt to rescue 


the bank's chief, a government 
appointee (who seems in two 
minds whether be supports his 
captors or not). Yesterday af- 
ternoon there was one police- 
man outside the building, 
directing traffic. 

The dispute provides a mi- 
crocosm of France’s once-cosy 
public-private business rel- 
ationships and tbe impart of the 
sometimes clumsy attempts by 
the centre- right government of 
Alain Jnpp£ to expose them to 
market forces. Tbe government 
announced plans last year to 
dismember the Credit fonder 
de France, which for more than 
140 years had a government-au- 
thorised monopoly on loans 
for the building of homes for the 
less well-off. 

The bank, technically a pri 
vale institution but always run 
by government appointees, suf- 
fered vast losses in the 1980s, 
when permitted by the then So- 


cialist government to go beyond 
its traditional role and specu- 
late in property at large. The 
new centre-right government 
which took power in 1995 abol- 
ished the bank’s monopoly on 
loans for cheap bousing devel- 
opments and then. Last Jnty, an- 
nounced that its remaining 
business would be split be- 
tween two other institutions 
(with the loss of 1JM)0 jobs). 

For years, Credit Foncier 
employees seemed to have tbe 
best of both worlds, private-see- 
tor salaries and the security and 
status of civil servants. 


Now the employees insist 
that they are the victims, not of 
an economic revolution, but a 
political plot. They point out 
that a large part of the bank will 
be merged with another insti- 
tution once headed by the pre- 
sent housing minister, 
Pierre- Andre Peris sol. They 
compare their bank's modest 
profits last year with the bil- 
lions still befog spent to bad out 
the much larger; state-owned 
Credit Lyonnais. 

Yesterday the government 
said it bad appointed a concil- 
iator to try to resolve the dis- 


pute. Bnt the Finance Minister, 
Jean Arthurs, said there was no 
question of refloating Le Fond- 
er. “fife are no longer in the 
business of creating new, pub- 
licly owned banks,” he said. 

Tbe captive governor; Jerome 
Meysonnier, originally ap- 
pointed as an executioner; has 
gone native and pleaded for bis 
bank's survival. He “under- 
stands” and “admires” the pro- 
testers bnt they “should not go 
beyond certain Emits”. He faced 
his fourth night sleeping in his 
dishevelled office, which he 
begged the media not to film. 


Rwanda 
‘unsafe’ 
for aid 
workers 


David Orr 

Nairobi 


Aid agencies in Rwanda are to 
scale down their operations but 
will remain in the country fol- 
lowing an attack on an agency 
compound at the weekend in 
which three Spanish aid work- 
ers were killed. 

The non-goverajnemaJ or- 
ganisations (NGOs) reached 
their decision after an emer- 
gency meeting of United Na- 
tions and aid agency officials 
yesterday to discuss the situa- 
tion in north-western Rwanda 
where the attack, took place. 

“Our security people are 
working with the NGOs to in- 
crease security." a United Na- 
tions spokesman told The 
Independent. “We’ve also had 
meetings with the Rwandan 
authorities. One of the tilings 
we're recommending is that no 
aid workers should stay over- 
night in Ruhengeri". 

It is believed that Hutu mili- 
tiamen of the former Rwandan 
army were responsible for Sat- 
urday's attack in which three 
members of the Doctors of the 
World (Spain) team were killed 
in the north-western town of 
Ruhengeri. An American who 
had to have his leg amputated 
after being hit by bullets is said 
to be in a stable conditon. 

“I was talking to our team in 
Ruhengeri by radio 20 minutes 
before they were killed.” said 
Cristina Rardo of Doctors of the 
World yesterday. “They said 
they heard some shooting out- 
side. They decided to cut the 
communication but when we 
rang back there was no reply". 

At least 10 agencies have pul- 
led out of the area. Among 
them is Britain's Save the Chil- 
dren Fund (SCF) whose resi- 
dence in Ruhengeri was hit in 
the anack. 

The head of Rwandan intel- 
ligence has confirmed that Hutu 
rebels opposed to the Tlitsi- 
dominated government have 
decided to target foreigners in 
order to destabilize the countiy . 

Hutu extremists, who fled to 
Zaire after taking part in the 
1994 genocide of half a million 
Rwandans, are believed to have 
been among those who re- 
turned across the border into 
Rwanda at the end of last year. 
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Damascus - The Syria Times ar- 
rives under the hotel bedroom 
door of every foreigner in Dam- 
ascus. It makes unique reading. 
The world outside may rage at 
Syria's gates - threats from the 
Israelis, further condemnation 
by the United States for “sup- 
porting terrorism". Amnesty 
Interna tionai reports deciying 
human rights abuses - but the 
Syria Times is there to assure 
you that all is well in the best 
of ail possible worlds. 

And so, in a countiy where 
President Hafaz al-Assad’s 
Baath “correctionist move- 
ment’’ (CM for aficionados) - 
the bloodless coup d'etat in 
which Assad took power in 
1970 -decides the future of Syr- 
ia, the reader will not be both- 
ered by editorial doubt. 

On the day its editor Wafid 
Shell adeh agreed to see me. the 
paper's domestic news headlines 
read as follows: “People’s As- 
sembly proud of CM’S achieve- 
ments", “Damascus University 
Celebrates Glorious Achieve- 
ment" and - an imperishable, 
Brezhnev-style title above 
columns four and five of page 
two - “Masses Continue Cele- 
brations of Correctionist Move- 
ment Anniversary,^ More 
Projects Inaugurated." 

There was an arts page - 
“Cultural Activities Mark the 
26th Anniversary of the Cor- 
rectionisT Movement” — and 
two pages of foreign news (in 
which the word “occupied" had 
been placed before an agency 
dispatch from the West Bank), 
including a report of frightful 
hew atrocities m Algeria and a 
clutch of editorials asking 
whether the Israeli Prime Min- 
ister will abide by UN resolu- 
tions" for a total withdrawal 
from all occupied Arab land. 
Conclusion: No. 

So when I called on Mr She- 
hadeh in the offices of his, sis- 
ter paper, the Baath-party run 
Tishr&tn a there was only tbe 

old, familiar smell of hot ink and 



Robert Fisk continues his 
series on Syria with a look 
at the Syria Times - heavy 
reading for visitors 


newsprint to remind me of what 
we used to call Fleet Street. 

I went straight to the point. 
Wasn’t the Syria Times a trifle 
boring? Mr Sbehadeh smiled at 
me with not a little impatience. 
“1 think we have to remember 
that we have a cause, the cause 
of our occupied territories - Is- 
rael’s greed and expansionism 
occupying Golan and southern 
Lebanon and the other Arab 
lands,” he began. “I don’t think 
that anybody can ignore these 
facts. We have to talk about 


6 1 went 
■ straight to the 
point and asked: 

Wasn’t the 
Syria Times a 
trifle boring? 9 

them every day and every nigbL 
It flows out of our blood. We 
have to know we are in danger. 
Perhaps people are bored be- 
cause we say the same things, 
but we are in danger. We can be 
invaded at any time.” 

This was the authentic voice 
of every Syria Times editorial 
“We have to catch anything that 
says something about the Israeli 
problem - but apart from this, 
1 don’t think the Syrian press is 
boring. Our literature pages, 
our features, talk about peace. 
However, for almost the whole 
of this century, we have fought 
against colonialism and aggres- 
sive conspiracies from the out- 


side. We expect a hostile (for- 
eign] media and hostile attacks 
from the West The minister of 
information [Mohamed Salman, 
a fellow Baath party member] is 
encouraging our press to be 
brighter and livelier.” 

And more lively - in Syrian 
terms - Tishnxn has become. Its 
foreign press reports are accu- 
rately translated and its criticism 
of domestic problems (d la 
Brezhnev) is growing. A few 
days earlier, Walid Mimaii, in 
his daily “Rain Hour” column, 
had taken the minister of elec- 
tricity to task for failing to al- 
leviate long daily power cuts in 
three Damascus suburbs, and 
condemned the governor of 
Damascus for failing to im- 
pose a smoking ban on com- 
muter and inter-city buses. 

Three days later, there was 
criticism of Damascus Univer- 
sity’s Fn gtish department for the 
behaviour of students who were 
smoking and singing. Two pages 
further on, Ghassan Salameb 
lampooned the authorities for 
the atrociously low pay of gov- 
ernment civil servants. 

Destined for foreigners, the 
Syria Times is not even as dar- 
ing as Tishreen. Could Mr She- 
hadeh therefore really justify a 
media controlled by the party? 
“We are in line with the policy 
laid down by the party," Mr She- 
hadeh replied. “And I believe, 
because of the situation in the 
Middle East and because of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict and its 
various repercussions, it’s much 
better to have the press and 
media strengthened together 
under the control of a body 
which makes the policy." 

But what would that policy be 
if there was a real and just peace. 



I asked. “It's a hypothetical 
question but when this happens, 
there will be new talk, new 
thinking. If there is peace, the 
policy will change.” And Mr 
Sbehadeh proceeded to remind 
me of the Sykes-Picot agree- 
ment, the break-up of “greater 
Syria" after the First World 
Vitor. the French creation of 
the state of Lebanon from Syr- 
ia. And suddenly, he wanted to 
talk about Winston Churchill. 

“I didn't like him but 1 ad- 
orned him. I think his behaviour 
in his countiy during the Second 
World War was admirable. He 
defended his country and 
showed his love of his homeland. 
This is part of our own feelings. 
Isn’t the word ‘patriotism' de- 
rived from the Latin ‘father’?" 

But what was the point, I 
asked, in having a joint security 
pact with Beirut when Syria 
could do nothing to prevent Is- 
rael's bombardment of southern 
Lebanon last April? “If Syria 
had responded - militarily, I 
mean- and sent its aircraft and 
tanks to defend Lebanon, what 
would have happened? Do you 
think the Israelis would have 
said: ‘Oh, the Syrians have 
come, so we will retreat’? No. 
It would have been war. The 
Syrian leadership adopted a 
wise policy - if they engaged in 
this conflict, there would have 
been an unstoppable situation. 
But at the same time, we never 
stopped our diplomatic pressure 
-with France, America- to es- 
tablish an undertaking, and we 
ended with a memorandum of 
understanding, a good Syrian 
achievement. 

"They made the Europeans 
and Americans recognise that 
it is the right of the people of 
Lebanon to resist occupation. 
A monitoring committee [with 
Syria] was created." 

So the state of war continues, 
like the Syria Times. Next day. 
its editorial was headlined: “Is- 
rael defies peace, international 
law." Plus qa change . 








UK's No. 1 Award Winning PC 
Now 60% Faster with MMX* 



Pentium 


“MMX delivers enhanced 
per fo r man ce for two reasons. 

First, the chip has a larger level 
1 cache than a normal Pentium 
(32Kb compared to 16Kb) so al 
software should run faster. 

Second, the new MMX instructions should give 
greater performance for [MMX specific 
app6cations]”.PCMagazfoe-Jten97 

■ Fantastic 30 Graphics 

■ 33.6 Volce/Fax/Modem 

■ Suite of Business Software 

■ Full 8 speed Multimedia 
PLUS: TV/Teletext with Video Capture 

To place your order for a MESH Ulthna PC ; S^'-V /Ovi ^ 
with tire latest MMX technology 
call 0181 452 1111 now! 


£1299 


fg 

11 


E1526 33 

jnchiffingVAT 


or only 


£ 28 /-™w 



Speakers 

may differ 

from those 
siwrn. 


PCI 



"Stunning, The MESH 
system is feature packed 
mid at a very competitive 
price. What more could 
you ask for in a PC?” 

- Dec 96 


MESH Ultima P166 MMX 


FREE Software Bundle 



-The MESH Ultima is 
amazing value for 
money" 


-Nov 96 


■ Intel Pentium 1S6 MHe MMX Processor 

■ 16 Mbyte Fast EDO RAM 

■ 1.7 Gb Fast Access E-IDE Hard Disk 

■ 512Kb Pipeline Burst Mode Cache 

■ 2Mb SGRAM ATI Rage I! 3D Graphics 

■ ATI TV Tuner/Vrdeo Capture/tetotext 

■ 15* FST Digital SVGA Colour Monitor 

■ 8 Speed CD ROM 

■ latest Plug & Play SoundWasterVibra 16 
B Stereo Ampified Speakers 

■ 33,600 Fax/Modem with Voice 
Messagng, Plpex Internet Access & WMe 

■ Exclusive 3D Games Bundle 

■ Business Software Bundle 

•total ^ 430HXPOset sjstan board tDual Channel Fast Enhanced IDE 
OTirofer • 2 fea serai. 1 paraw &1 game pons • L44 Mb 3.5' 
floppy 1105 tey Wndws 95 UK Keyboard • Microsoft Mouse 
•Windows 95 • Lotus SmatSuae 90 • AH software bpre-instatedard 
suppled on orgnat msfe reospt Pipe* Internet access and JW-Mel 

pwwmrf IM.69 iitf wMnteQlU nictates QSOdgnu M 36 nmnisflimmci £27.52.1aai per UTdO.75 inc. uAifvncrai Marco e 
aJwn n cam. Wncri «t)»> p^i t Kiti on WSh toman PUT wm K n*t*3HOT tw auhw if muy nowc. TW thAirciu 

MabMff, UMMawiulkMUUtSHCoiTaittnfVtemweeHuei^nma'aMniMTMBaaHMwicbieaUemflUMNvarfAMMaM- 
ag^patormnniy BctmeBtxirttga Into rote DO i c tT, t. nyMESHUttniiPC m marinnE «ilS66lhgi^tfT'w it PC mduori aBUtod 
moc*»W««avHiT»n«w, Cfil m VSLai mmxxaM, Vte*. ItccmMludcauMiikhmcIVV 

. iw nMno CM 1 WT Um * rats*, £29 38 (£23 • v*ft S*BH» xIM itkossd taaoMcnaanmuMniKea tf ettaed imr. B 



“For the money you'd be 
hard pressed to find a 
better deal" -Oct 96 



“...it is clear that for 
general multimedia 
applications, the 
MMX offers an 
important 
performance gain" 
PC Magazine - Jan 97 



uren Canouirn Ft ^ bowu id itoit tha nc**ri wuc («r rwn nio aenx ccccf an , laaraeuft 6* u*e M mi E£ 0 €_ trur itexttil 
(ton n> l(Mn part d tn- canlracl. Wwc chraV the Msl Juluii wth ■ «afes pmn pnor I, ORtane, 


COM 


MESH House. Apsley Way. London NW2 7HF 
Tel: 0181 452 1111 Fax: 0181 208 4493 


TO ORDER CALL 0181 452 1111 


IN 21/01 


SIS 


THE UK's No. 1 AWARD WINNING PC MANUFACTURER IN 1996 

Thjt s Right: MESH Computers Pic Won • ■ Editorial Awards hardware : UK based cr - 1596. 


1 . 


; ’-'’•'I 




.-*■ 


AV 

obituaries / gazette 


Cups, establishing him as one 
of me leading post-war trainers. 


Martin Redmond never 
reached the height of office or 
the length of service achieved 
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Neville Crump 


Neville Crump's abilities as a 
trainer secured him two Na- 
tional Hunt trainers champi- 
onships, three Grand Nationals, 
five Scottish Nationals and a 
hat-trick of Whitbread Gold 


most hostile, unapproachable 
men ever to set foot onarace- 
couse. Those who knew him 
best have always insisted that 
was not so. 


Geny Scott, the man who 
arted last year's Grand 





of the leading post-war trainers. 

But it was not just his role as 
a master trainer of high-dass 
staying chasers that helped 
him make such an impact on the 
racing scene; ribald humour 
and unswerving loyalty to 
those he employed were other 
trademarks. 

The most famous tale about 
him concerns the time be was 
asked directions from his base 
at Middleham, North York- 
shire, to nearby Leybum by a 
group of Japanese tourists. 
There is no polite way of re- 
counting Crump’s reply to such 
a simple request Legend has it 
he told them: “You found your 
fucking way to Pearl Harbour. 
You can find your own fucking 
way to Leybum." 

Then there was the time 
Crump was asked if a certain 
elderly member of the aristoc- 
racy would make a suitable 
racecourse steward. Once again 
Crump's reply took no hostages. 
“Oh. he’d be perfect." Crump 
said. “He's deaf, he's blind and 
he knows fuck a0 about T aring. " 

Such a response would make 
Crump appear to be one of the 


started last year's Grand 
National, rode as stable jockey 
to Crump - and partnered 
his third of three Grand Na- 
tional winners, Mertyman, in 
1960. Only 12 days before the 
race Scott broke his collarbone 
in a racecourse fall. Few train- 
ers would have allowed a jock- 
ey to have ridden in a race as 
prestigious as the National bur- 
dened by a major question- 
mark over his fitness. Crump 
did, just as he had allowed 
Scott successfully to partner 
Springbok in the previous year’s 
Hennessy Gold Cup at Newbury 
with his wrist in plaster. 

Scott has spoken of Crump 
being “more like a father" to 
Him than a retaining trainer. 
The loyalty the older man 
showed to his jockey can be 
measured by the fact that Scott 
had visited Crump three times 
a week since his hospitalisation 
two years ago. Crump’s other 
jockeys during his long training 
career. Arthur Thompson, 
Johnny East, Pat Buckley, and 
Colin Hawkins, were treated 
with the same loyalty. 

Having first taken out a 
licence in 1937 - he retired only 



Crump: humour and loyalty 


in 1989 - Crump was champi- 
on trainer twice, in the 195 1/52 
and 1956/57 seasons, and in 
winning all the major staying 
chases in the calendar bar the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup, helped 
establish Middleham as a ma- 
jor training centre, one to rival 
the southern -based stronghold 
of Lamboum. As well as his trio 
of Aintree triumphs, he also 
won five Scottish Grand Na- 
tionals and two runnings of the 
Welsh equivalent. 

Crump inherited his affinity 
for horses from h is father 
Charles, who was a rancher in 
Australia before becoming a 
master of foxhounds in England. 


Ctump junior was educated at 
Marlborough and Baflibl Col- 
lege, Oxford, before serving 
in the 4th Hussars, which led to 
a spell as riding instructor. Af- 
ter tearing that regiment, he 
acted as assistant trainer to Son- 
ny Hall before setting up his own 
small yard on Salisbury Plain. 

He returned to the army on 
the outbreak of the Second 
World War, which saw him 
posted to North Yorkshire af- 
ter serving in the Middle East 
After that he trained briefly in 
County Durham before begin- 
ning his long, successful link 
with Middleham. 

It was 10 years after fust tak- 
ing out a trainer’s licence that 
Cnimp made his first major im- 


pact on jump racing thanks to 
the Grand National victory of 


the Grand National victory of 
Sheila’s Cottage, a tempera- 
mental mare who Crump 
nonetheless had huge affec- 
tion for. She began Crump's 
National sequence with a one- 
length win over First of the 
Dandies at odds of 50-1. 

That victory saw Crump be- 
come a “fashionable” name, and 
his string quickly expand from 
around six horses to nearly 30. 
Sheila's Cottage's success was 
followed a year later by the first 
of his quintet of Scottish Na- 
tional wins with Wot No Sun, a 
horse who was also twice placed 
at Aintree. 


Martin Redmond 


Tom Williams, a notable Min- 
ister of Agriculture, but he was 
his logical successor as a man 
entering the House straight 
from the coal industry and the 
National Union of Minework- 
ers, a man with the deepest of 
local roots. That pattern may 
now and for ever be broken but 
it was good for Britain that it 
existed. Parliament and local 
government need awkward, 
shrewd, kind and honest men. 
Redmond could be a one-man 
awkward squad when he chose. 

The deep mines around 
Doncaster were sunk around 
the turn of the century and they 
required a large labour force. 
People were drawn there from 
all over Britain. Among them 
were numbers of Irishmen, in- 
cluding Redmond’s family. 

He was born in Scawsby, 
near Doncaster, in 1937 but 
moved as a boy to Adwick-Ie- 
Street and left school at 15, des- 
tined for the mine. However, 
like many young men from the 
coalfield, he volunteered for the 
army, becoming a superb driver 
and a junior NCO before re- 
turning to work in the coal in- 
dustry, where he became active 
as a union member. 

He served as a member of 
Doncaster Urban District 
Council before local govern- 
ment reorganisation in 1974, 
and was elected to Doncaster 
Metropolitan Borough Council 
in 1975. He soon became 
prominent there; he could not 


have been outshone. A tall, 
well-built man with an eye for 
style, his neatly t rimm ed beard 
made him look like a cross be- 
tween Henry VEU and Edward 
VII. This contributed to his pop- 
ularity and even though much 
of his industrial service was as 
a foreman/driver for the Na- 
tional Coal Board, he held the 
allegiance of the miners in the 
Doncaster area of the NUM, 
perhaps the most left-wing of 
the four Yorkshire areas of 
those days. 

However, whilst Redmond 
was of the left he was his own 
man, always possessed of a 
sense of the practical. As a 
councillor he gave strong sup- 
port to the leader of the coun- 
cil. Jim MacFarlane; and when 
MacFarlane died very sudden- 


emment experience, relatively 
few of such substantial charac- 
ter. Redmond made his maid- 


en speech on the Housing and 
Building Control Bill in 1983 


ly in 1982, Redmond took over. 
In those days, before the dra- 


in those days, before the dra- 
matic government budget cuts. 
Doncaster Council was able to 
achieve a great deal to im- 
prove local conditions. Earlier, 
as a young teacher, I had t aug ht 
boys from Denaby Main mining 
community, boys also destined 
for the pit, who lived in the 
crowded streets from which 
their grandfathers bad been 
evicted in the strikes of the ear- 
ly years of this century. During 
Redmond’s tenure on Don- 
caster Council, the Denaby 
Main area was transformed - 
evidence of his oonnmtment and 
of his practical approach to 
council service. 

Redmond entered the Com- 
mons as Labour MP for Don 
Valley in 1983. Many members 
of parliament have local gov- 


Building Control Bill in 1983 
and a second on the Coal In- 
dustry later that year but he was 
not at ease. His third speech, 
which gave him greater assur- 
ance, came about when one of 
my former students, a striking 
miner, and one of Redmond's 
constituents, told me about a 
prosecution for obstruction 
wfakh be faced. The prosecution 
claimed that he hadcommitted 
serious crimes, including armed 
robbery, a few years earlier; but 
on a date when he bad actual- 
ly been abroad on a package 
holiday. I had a constituent 
who had had a similar experi- 
ence and 1 told Redmond he 
would either have to take part 
in the debate 1 secured in July 
1984, or at least intervene in my 
speech. He decided to speak. 
Energy, commitment and in- 
dignation were gathered. A 
Conservative member sat down 
after a trite, rather patronising 
speech. Redmond's began in a 
brutally explosive way. His con- 
fidence developed, and from 
then on he frequently, if softly, 
put forward a penetrating point 
In 1987 Redmond was elect- 
ed to the Council of Europe and 
quickly gained esteem; he made 
it clear that he was not just a 
jovial Englishman. He was 
appointed a member of the 
Budget and Environment 
committees, and a rapporteur, 
concerned with the computer- 
isation of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of 


Europe (1993-94). Unfortu- 
nately health problems devel- 
oped and be had to withdraw 
from this role in the early 1990s, 
subsequently staying at his 
home close to Doncaster, and 
coming to the House only when 
it was politically imperative. 
But his interest was unabated 
and he maintained a heavy flow 
of written questions and Early 
Day Motions; some were very 
serious but others seemed 
rather cryptic or occasionally 
comical in intention. 

Redmond had not planned to 
retire at the approaching elec- 
tion but at last he had to an- 
nounce that intention. His 
attachment to his constituency 
remained enormous even dur- 
ing severe illness. He reacted 
ferociously to the Boundary 
Commission proposal to take 
away part of his patch. 

One delightful moment came 
when some of Redmond’s con- 
stituents had been arrested in 
Athens. His enquiry on their be- 



Redmonct rumbustious 


Whenever I saw broadcaster Ian 
Smith I recalled to myself an in- 
cident I had witnessed during 
our schooldays at about 930pm 
on 22 November 1963. He 
appeared at the top of the King 
Alfred House steps at King's 
College in Taunton and quiet- 
ly said: “President Kennedy 
has been assassinated." 

He was then as calm and be- 
lievable as he was to be later as 
a broadcaster and BBC televi- 
sion newsreader. At school as 
one of the very small group of 
senior prefects, he was an im- 
posing and slightly detached fig- 


ure. But he could be roused and 
when the school's Sheldon So- 
ciety allowed a white South 
African student to give an ad- 
dress in support of apartheid it 
was immediately made known 
that I.P.L. Smith would be boy- 
cotting the meeting. 

This was an interesting stand 
because a year after Smith left 
school his namesake in South- 
ern Rhodesia made his illegal 
declaration of independence 
and young fan Smith was soon 
in that country reporting on the 
struggle against racial discrim- 
ination. Indeed, television view- 


ers saw Ian Smith interviewing 
Ian Smith. 

Smith joined BBC radio in his 
home city of Bristol after a year 
at York University where he al- 
lowed extra-currkxilar activity to 
dominate his life after the con- 
strictions of school days. He 
moved into television at Ply- 
mouth, where he presented the 
regional news progr amm e, and 
later in London became a 
founder reporter on BBC2’s 
Newsnight. 

Working on Newsnight and 
Panorama he covered a wide 
range of subjects from North- 


ern Ireland and the miners’ 
strike to salmon poaching. Pre- 
senting Newsnight he once 
memorably adapLed the weath- 
er forecast script by promising 
“what my grandmother used to 
call a perfect drying day". 

He was also a veteran of the 
Cod War, having reported from 
a destroyer off Iceland, and a 
regular member of the BBC's 
party conferences team. His 
success as a journalist may have 
been helped by his ability to lis- 
ten to interviewees. Many col- 
leagues in the media confess to 
his patience when listening to 


While some trainers wait a 
lifetime for Grand National 
success, only four years sepa- 
rated Crump’s first and second 
triumphs, this time with Thai, 
whose stablemate Wot No Sun 
was third for good measure. 

The first televised coverage 
of the National coincided with 
Crump's third win, with Mer- 
rymaiter's runaway 15-length 
success. It was the last Nation- 
al before the formidable fences 
were modified. 

That hat-trick of National 
wins -only Frol Rimell trained 
more winners of the big spec- 
tacular - was undoubtedly the 
highligh t of Cramp's training ca- 
reer, but he also achieved a no- 
table trio of wins in the 
Whitbread Gold Cup with 
Much Obliged, Hoodwinked, 
and Dormant 

He was 72 years old when he \ 
won his fifth Scottish National ! 
with Canton. His fourth Scot- 
tish National win had come 
three years earlier with Salkfold 
in the same season that he won 
his second Welsh National with 
Narvik. 

Richard Griffiths 


Neville Franklin Crump, race- 
horse trainer bom Beckenham, 
Kent 27 December 1910; married 
Sytvia Bradley (died 1992; one 
daughter); died Scotch Comer, 
North Yorkshire 18 January 1997. 


half produced a reply - in 
Greek. Redmond immediately 
went in hot pursuit of his 
Labour colleague Eddie 
O’Hara, a former classics mas- 
ter, and required him to provide 
an immediate translation. 
There followed a most rum- 
bustious representation and 
Redmond's constituents came 
home. 

He was critical of some po- 
lice forces during the miners* 
strike but subsequently, in the 
early 1990s, he completed an at- 
tachment with the police to find 
out more about their work. His 
ambition then, as he went out 
on motorway patrols, was to join 
in the apprehension of speed- 
ing parliamentarians regard- 
less of friendship or political 
persuasion. My wife usually 
drove instead of me when he 
was on patrol. 

Martin Redmond never mar- | 
tied. It is doubtful if his union 
and political commitments gave 
time for much private life. BuL 
he loved children, even if he 
never ever assisted parental 
authority. One of my sons, who 
occasionally cleaned Martin's 
car, regarded him as a summer 
Santa Claus, for the payments 
he received were utterly 
inflationary. 

Peter Hardy 


Martin Redmond, politician : 
ixan Scawsby, South Yorkshire 15 
August 1937; Member. Doncast- 
er Borough Council 1975-83, 
Chairman of Labour Group and 
Leader of Council 1982-83; MP 
( Labour ) for Don Valley 1983- 
97; died 20 January 1997. 


Ian Smith 


them and the helpful advice giv- 
en on personal matters. 

Whilst he was a good reporter 
he wanted to be an even better 
skier. A person of tremendous 
energy, he discovered the sport 
in the 1970s having been an 
impressive tennis and squash 
player. 

So concerned was he about 
his health that he once rang his 
physiotherapist in England 
from the slopes and exercised 
in the call box whilst listening 
to the instructions. He would 
take up to three skiing holidays 
a year on unpaid leave and the 
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Jack of an trades: Pickett (second from right) wfth the other members of Rio Creation 


Kenny Pickett 


With Oasis dominating the 
front pages of the music and na- 
tional press, the death of Ken- 
ny Pickett, lead singer with the 
seminal Sixties band The Cre- 
ation, went rather unnoticed. 
Yet, before his band lent their 
name to Alan McGee's record 
label, this fine frontman and 
songwriter played a crucial role 
in the career of many other acts. 

Born Kenneth George Pick- 
ett in 1952, he was educated at 
Hertford Grammar School. 
When the British Beal explosion 
happened in 1963, he worked as 
a driver for Neil Christian s Cru- 
saders before taking on the 
stage name Kenny Lee and 
joining forces with Eddie Philips 
(guitar). Mick Thompson (gui- 
tar). John Dalton (bass) and 
Jack Jones (drums) to become 
the Mark Four. Signing to the 
Mercury label in early 1964, the 
band took the then usual cov- 
er version route and recorded 
versions of Bill Haley’s “Rock 
Around the Clock" and Marvin 
Gaye’s “"By It Baby". 

When both singles flopped, 
Pickett and Philips tried their 
hands at songwriting and came 
up with the powerful “Hurt 
Me If You war which came out 
on Decca in August 1965. By 
then, the band had lost Thomp- 
son and replaced Dalton (who 
later joined the Kinks) tty first 
Tony Cooke and subsequently 
Bob Garner. After a last single 
for Fontana entitled “Work Ail 
Day (Sleep All Night)”, the 
group followed the advice of 
their manager Tony Stratton- 
Smith and changed its name to 
The Creation, an expression 
Pickett had found in a Russian 
poetry book. 

The quartet had all the right 
connections and were repre- 
sented by the prestigious 
Robert Sligwood agency. In 
early 1966, Stratum-Smith 
hooked them up with the Amer- 
ican producer Shel Talmy who 
had already helped the Kinks 
and The Who make an impact 
on the British charts. Talmy 


signed The Creation to his 
Planet label and oversaw the 
recording of “Making Time" 
which came out in June that 
year. Described then by Phillips 
as “ted with purple flashes", this 
dynamic, primal single only 
reached No 49 in the charts. 

The Who and The Small 
Faces seemed to have the mod 
scene sewn up but The Greation 

built an incredible reputation as 
a live act. Eddie Phillips would 
play his guitar with a violin bow 
(a move later copied by Led 
Zeppelin’s Jimmy Page) while 
Pickett would spray paint all 
over a huge canvas which he’d 
later set fire to. “Biff Bang 
Fowl" indeed, as screamed the 
feedback-laden B-side of then- 
next hit single, the catchy 
“Painter Man", which got as 
high as No 36 in the hit parade. 

Things were looking up, but 
the volatile relationships with- 
in the band proved its undoing. 
In February 1967. Pickett caught 
the rest of the group rehearsing 
one of his songs, with Bob Gar- 
ner as vocalist and Kim Gard- 
ner on bass, and walked ouL The 
Creation struggled on, touring 
Germany with the Rolling 
Slones and releasing the al- 
bum We Are Painiermen on Poly- 
dor there and in Holland and 
Scandinavia, in the meantime, 
Pickett became one of Shel 
Talmy’s in-house songwriters 
but, the following year, after Ed- 
die Phillips and Bob Gamer’s 
departure, Pickett rejoined, as 
a version of the psychedelic 
“How Does It Feel to Feel?" ap- 
peared on Polydor. In March 
1968, Ron Wood joined for 
Dutch and German toms before 
The Creation finally split after 
the release of Midway Down. 

Pickett became a jack of all 
trades, acting as tour manager 
for bands like Led Zeppelin and 
Steppenwolf and co-writing 
songs with Roger Cook for the 
likes of Blue Mink (of “Melting 
Pot” fame). However, he real- 
ly struck gold with the infuriat- 
ing “Grandad", a British No 1 


for the actor Qive Dunn in 1971 
and a children's radio favourite 
ever since. The ditty even 
earned Pickett (and his co- 
writer Herbie Flowers) the 
prestigious Ivor NoveDo award. 

In the early Eighties, Pickett 
recorded as The Kennedy Ex- 
press, continued to write songs 
and briefly reformed The Cre- 
ation. When a British Rail em- 
ployee, Alan McGee, launched 
his own record label in 1983, he 
immediately thought of his 
favourite psychedelic band and 
used its name as the title of the 
label (“Biff Bang BowF also 
provided him with an alms for 
his own group later). This ob- 
session eventually led- to The 
Creation signing to Creation' 
and releasing a single called, 
“Creation" in 1994. 

The same year Pickert and his 
cohorts appeared at the label’s' 
10th anniversary (held a year 
late) at the Royal Albeit Hall 
alongside Bob Mould, The Boo 
Radleys and Oasis, whom 
they’d already supported in 
Manchester, fallowing a short- 
lived reconciliation of sorts, 
Pickett and Philips recorded the 
Power Surge album which even- 
tually came out last year. 

With Ocean Colour Scene 
and Paul Weller (always a Cre- 
ation fan) once more extolling 
the virtues of mod and The Who 
reviving the quintessential mod 
movie and album Quadrophe- 
nia , Swinging London has gone ‘ 
full circle. Joe Foster, Head of * 
Revola Records (re-release sub- 
sidiary of Creation), who did " 
much to nurture The Creation's 
comeback, acknowledges that 
“Kenny Pickett had {also] 
brought his career full circle. 
More was planned but he' went 
too soon." 
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Pierre Femme 


Kenneth George Pickett, singer 
and songwriter bom Ware. Hert- 
fordshire 3 Sepiembe?1942; mar- 
ried Ten Kmg (ate son, one 
stepson, one stepdaughter); died 
London 10 January 1997. 


obsession eventually caused 
him to leave the BBC for a job 
working with Will Hutton on a 
Swiss business channel which of- 
fered the chance to ski by day 
and work tty night. 

When the job ended he re- 
turned to London to work as a 
freelance both with the BBC 
and as a teacher of television 
skills. But this was also to be 
short lived for in 1992 he 
slipped whilst going over a glac- 
ier in the Alps and hit his head 
on ice. He was in hospital with 
brain damage for the rest of 
his life never returning to 


either the family home in Whies 
nor his own Chiswick home 
handy for the BBC Television 
Centre. 

During the past five years, 
when he could only glance at 
newspaper headlines, the 
friendship he offered in his 
happy working days was main- 
tained tty busy colleagues who 
continued to visit him 


Leigh Halts 

Ian Peter Leslie Smith, television 
journalist ; bom Bristol 3 May 
1944; died London 6 January 
1997. * 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 


glass-engraver and writer, &5; Mr 
Norman Willis, former general sec- 
retary of the TUG 64. 


Mr R A. Norris 
and Miss R- F. Bain 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Paul, eldest son of Dr and Mis 
David Norris, of Bristol, and Rose- 
mary, only daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Nigel Bain, of Great Gaddesdon. 

Hertfordshire. 


Change in factual basis of case must be disclosed 


Anniversaries 


Birthdays 

Dr Alan Borg, Director, Victoria and 
Albert Museum. 55; Dr John Burnett, 
former Principal, Edinburgh Uni- 
versity, 75; Dr David Carey, joint 
Registrar, Faculty Office, Archbish- 
op of Canterbury. SO; Lord Cayzer, 
former chairman. Caledonian In- 
vestments, 87; The Rev John Coven- 
try. former Master, St Edmund's 
House, Cambridge, 82; Mr Jobs 
Denison, former general manager. 
Royal Festival HaU, 86; Mr Placido 
Domingo, operatic tenor, 56; Mr 
George Foulkes MP, 55; Dr John 
Hayes, former director. National 
Portrait Gallery, 68; Mr Kenneth 
Maginnis MP, 59; Sir George 
Hump h rey Middleton, former dipto- 
maL 87; Mr Jack Niddaus. golfer. 57; 
Sir Nicholas Phillips, High Court 
judge, 59; MissSeona Reid, director, 
Scottish Arts Council. 47; Mr Paul 
Scofield, actor. 75: Mr Martin Shaw, 
actor, 52; Mr Aubrey Singer, former 
Deputy Director-General, BBC, 70; 
Rear-Admiral Sir Richard Trow- 
bridge, 77; Mr Laurence Whistler, 


Births: Thomas Jonathan 

(“Stonewall") Jackson, Confeder- 
ate general 1S24: Cristdbai Balen- 
ciaga, couturier, 1895; Christian 
Dior, haute cotttihier, 1905; Benny 
HOI (Alfred Hawthorn HIE), come- 
dian, 1924. Deaths Achim von Am- 
im (Karl Joachim Friedrich Ludwig 
von Amim). fdfldorist, playwright and 

poet, 1831; Lenin (Vladimir Ilyich 
Ulyanov), Russian leader, 1924; Lyt- 
ton Giles Strachey, biographer and 
critic 1932; George Orwell (Eric 
Arthur Blah-), novelist. 1950; Cedi 
Blount de MiDe, film director, 1959; 
Marie L6hr, actress, 1975. On this 
day: the Daily News, the newspaper 
edited by Charles Dickens, was first 
issued. 1846; taxi-cabs were first of- 
ficially recognised in Britain, 1907; 
Edward VIH was proclaimed king, 
1936. Today is the Feast Day of St 
Agnes, St Alban or Bartholomew 
Roe, St Epipbanius of Pavia, St 
Fructuosus of Tarragona, St Meinrad 
and Si Patrodos of Troyes. 


Vernon v Bosley; Court of Appeal 
(Lord Justice Stu art-Smith, Lord 
Justice Evans, Lord Justice 
Thorpe) 13 December 1996 


Lectures 

National Caller;: Colin Wiggins. 
“Nymphs and Shepherds (iiij: Con- 
stable”, 1pm. 

Tate Gallery: David Mellor. “A Pri- 
vate View: Ted Power and his Col- 
lection", 1pm. 


Where the material facts on 
whose basis a civil action had 
been conducted were known by 
the plaintiff to have altered, he 
was under a duty to disclose the 
fact to the defendant and the 
judge. 

The Court of Appeal by a 
majority (Lord Justice Evans 
dissenting) allowed an appeal 
by the defendant, Katherine 
Sarah Bosley, and reduced 
from £1,332,231.59 to 
£541,493.70 the damages 
awarded by Mr Justice Sedley 
on 30 Janaury 1995 to the 
plaintiff, Peter Frazer Vernon. 
Demiod O’Brien QC and Daniel 
Pearce- Higgms (Howard Falser 
Grossman Hemcr& Partners) fa- the 
defendant; David Blunt QC and 
Jonathan Marks QC (Osborne 
Chrke. Briaol ) for the plaintiff: Di- 
ana Cotton QC i Treasury Solicitor) 
or amicus curiae 


spect of nervous shock or psy- 
chiatric injury suffered by him 
after witnessing the death of 
two daughters in a car accident. 
The defendant did not denv 
negligence but disputed that 
the plaintiff suffered post- 
trauinaUc stress disorder, as op- 
posed to an extreme grief re- 
action, and argued that his 
subsequent psychological prob- 
lems had other causes. 

The appeal court had already 
handed down draft judgments 
reducing the judge’s award but 
no final order had been drawn 
up when, on 17 April 1996, Mr 
O’Brien received from an 
anonymous sender copies of a 
judgment given by Judge Mc- 
Naught in Gloucester County 
Court on 6 January 1995 in pro- 
ceeding? between the plaintiff 
and his wife relating to their 
children, and a judgment of the 
Cfourt of Appeal on 4 July 
1995 affirming his decision. 
These judgments revealed that 
the evidence before the fami- 


lord Justice Stuart-Smitfa said 
the plaintiffs claim was in re- 
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Jy court had been that the 
plaintiffs psychiatric health 
had dramatically improved and 
he was substantially if not ful- 
ly recovered. 

The defendant applied for, 
and was granted, a rehearing 
of the appeal against Mr Ju£ 
ticc Sedley’sjudgmenL Further 
evidence was admitted as to the 
plaintiff's mental condition at 
the time that judgment was 
given. Their Lordships con- 
cluded that the plaintiff had 
made a substantial recovery 
and that evidence of that re- 
covery should have been dis- 
closed to l he defendant's 
advisers before Mr Justice Sed- 
ley gave judgment. 

It was the duty of every lit- 
igant not to mislead the court 
or his opponenL not just by 
giving evidence known to be 
unirac, but also by leading the 
court to believe a certain state 
of affairs, once believed to be 
Lrue, bul now no longer so. 
That duty continued until 


the judge had given judgment 

The plaintiff's case had been 
argued before Mr Justice Sed- 
ley on the basis of evidence 
which the plaintiff knew at 
the time, ana his legal advisers 
knew shortly afterwards, did 
not represent the true position. 
Unless the altered position 
was communicated to the 
judge there was a risk that he 
would give judgment on a ba- 
sis that was no longer true, and 
that was what happened here. 

Mr Blum sought to rely on 
the difference between active- 
ly misleading and passively 
standing Ity and wat chin g the 
court being misled. The classic 
example of the distinction was 
where a barrister knew his 
client had previous convictions 
but the court and prosecution 
did not: he was not obliged to 
disclose the comictions but 
he must not suggest his client 
was a man of good character. 

Similarly, neither the litigant 
nor his lawyers in a civil case 


were bound to call witnesses 
whose evidence id not support 
their case. 

But where the case had been 
conducted on the basis of cer- 
tain material facts which were 
an essential part of the case, in 
this case the plaintiff’s condi- 
tion at the time of the trial and " 
the prognosis, which were dis- 
covered beforejudgment to be 
significantly different, the court 
was being misled, not Ity the de-. 
fondant's failure to put before, 
it material of which she ponld 
or should have been aware, but 
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by the plaintiffs and his ad- 
visers’ failure to correct an in- 


visers’ failure to correct an in- 
correct appreciation which the 
court would otherwise have. 

His Lordship accepted that , 
the plaintiff's counsel had not" 
deliberately intended to de- 
ceive the court. Bui they matte 
a serious error of judgment m.; 
foiling to advise him oftheheed 
to disdose. By the time the case 
came before the appeal cofrrt, 
they should have appreciated 
that they could oolongerseek; 
to uphold the judgment 
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Old targets to test the mettle of new Labour 
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i TT1 ve V on , e thinks Gordon 

|i , Bnwn’s tax and spending 
banbsheil yesterday was 
shaped ncrely to win the coining 
■election. Wrong. It is of course true 
(that Go'don Brown’s promises - 
sticking to existing Conservative 
ispendini' budgets for two years, no 
[increase in the basic rate of income 
jtax or a tew top rate for ail five years 
;of the parliament - are likely to 
; improvi Labour’s chances of winning 
[this yeir, so long as the electorate 
; believe lira. But they are far, far more 
jimportint for the election beyond* 

I five yeas from now, and for Labour’s 
i chances of ever winning any subse- 
i quent -'lection again, 
j Ourcautious support for Gordon 
i Browr's proposals is not based on the 
: view tiat income tax should never go 
up, n»r on the belief that the Gov- 
ernm=nt’s present spending plans are 
perfect in every way. Ear from it. Actu- 
ally nere is a strong case for more 
progessive taxation, including higher 
and ower income tax rates. And, 
thotqh the state does not need to 
expaid inexorably, it is possible to be 
persiaded that certain public ser- 
vice-need more investment. In spite 
of dl that, it is still right for the 
Labjur Party, right now, to commit 
itsef to no overall increase in tax and 
speiding. 

Labour is boxed in by its poor 
reard. No one associates Labour 


with hauling back borrowing, bringing 
tax down, and reducing spending. In 
consequence, voters rarely take what 
Labour politicians say about tax and 
spending at face value. Everyone 
suspects that the old heart of old 
Labour still beats, and that the party’s 
activist instincts, when staff and ser- 
vices arc under strain, will be to cry 
out for more money as the obvious 
answer. Tony Blair and Gordon 
Brown fight these traditional 
instincts, but we know that they are 
having to fight them, and therefore 
they are still there. 

Even Blair loyalists can’t help them- 
selves. Glenda Jackson made a terrific 
fuss this month about under-invest- 
ment in London’s Tube network. 
David Clark attacked government 
cuts in defence only yesterday. Yet the 
Government was absolutely right to 
start cutting defence spending; the 
MoD should be high on Labour’s list 
for a spending review if it wins the 
election. Can't Labour politicians 
understand that lower spending 
(maybe, even, privatising services like 
underground commuter trains) is an 
important part of distributing social 
resources justly? 

Until they do, until “new” Labour 
can prove that it can make balanced 
and fully informed decisions about 
spending while in power, rather than 
following more profligate instincts, 
voters will not trust the party's much- 
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vaunted change. Nor will anyone be 
willing to fork out in higher taxes 
when and if a genuine and demon- 
strable need arises. 

So Gordon Brown is right. A new 
Labour government should plan to 
spend two years getting to grips with 
existing budgets, and working out 
how best to spend them (a good prin- 
ciple anyway, after 18 years in oppo- 
sition). Two years of austerity and 
prudence might set the public sector 
unions screaming, but it would do 
wonders for the credibility of a 
Labour health minister finally 
requesting extra cash, with the full 


facts at his fingertips. And who knows, 
during those months of management, 
many Labour MPs may discover 
to their surprise that all kinds of 
radical and creative things are 
possible without demanding addi- 
tional cash. 

The same is true for taxes. When 
Labour politicians talk about raising 
taxes on the rich, again, no one takes 
their words at face value. For most 
voters, any Labour talk of tax changes 
is likely to bring the two words “thin” 
and “wedge” into close proximity. 
Labour has to prove in power that it 
does not want to tax the rich out of 


envy, and everyone else out of puri- 
tanical zeal, before it can build a con- 
sensus for a more redistributive tax 
system. And if that me ans ruling out 
major income tax changes for a par- 
liament, so be it 

Smooth speeches from a shadow 
Chancellor are only the start of tack- 
ling Labour’s credibility deficit. The 
party will have to prove in government 
that it can actually put Gordon 
Brown’s promises into practice. Swan- 
ning into Whitehall the day after the 
election, then throwing up their hands 
in horror and clucking, “We’ve seen 
the books, it is much, much worse 
than we thought," simply will not 
wash. Of course Labour politicians do 
not know all the details of the public 
finances. In truth, though, they know 
most of it, and, most importantly, they 
know what they don't know, and 
therefore what they should not make 
promises about. 

Brown and Blair have taken a risk 
by belting themselves in so rightly. 
Sticking to the control total for 
1998/99 will not be easy for any gov- 
ernment, Conservative or Labour. 
With so much to lose, they might 
come to wish they had given them- 
selves more room to manoeuvre. But 
it is a good gamble, and a tough- 
minded one. 

There are those who think Mr Blair 
will vindicate his reform of the party 
simply by winning an election. But vic- 


tory itself is not enough. Labour will 
only prove itself to be truly “new” 
when it demonstrates that it can gov- 
ern responsibly, stick to the promises 
it made the voters, and resist the 
temptation to indulge itself. There- 
after, maybe, voters will trust the party 
to redistribute wealth, and risk a new 
balance of spending. But not until 
then - and that probably means not 
until a second term. 

Meanwhile, back 
on the terraces 

O n the subject of new Labour, which 
party does Tom Pendiy think he 
belongs to? There is everything old 
Labour about calling for a return to 
standing-only football terraces. Of 
course many fans yearn to go back to 
the bad old days when they could sway 
back and forth in tribal ranks, spilling 
beer over their little cousins, straining 
hopelessly to see the game, and terri- 
fying evetyone else to death. But the 
single biggest reason for families 
returning to football is the arrival of all- 
seater stadiums. It is not just about 
Heysel and Hillsborough, tins demand 
for all-seater stands: it is about civilised 
environments encouraging civilised 
behaviour. It's a pity Mr Pendry does 
not get the point. 
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Why we need 
European 
single taxes 

Sr: Sarah Helm’sreport (16 
Jnuaiy) that Frajce and 
Cermany favour a common 
i come tax and social security 
FStem co-extensve with 
lembership of tie proposed 
« <ngle currency, ihould be 
-elcomed in Brrain as the best 
European news n a lone time. 

The present Maastricht fiscal 
divergence crieria and monetary 
elationships ha/e by themselves a 
eflationaiy bias. The economies 
/ithin the single currency least 
ible to contain the upward creep 
if costs would suffer the worst 
:mployment^i0ation trade-offs. 
Ihcse weakest regions would 
therefore bearthe brant of the 
costs of adaptation, in terms of 
unemploymen and industrial 
stagnation. 

The most eiteiprising of the 
unemployed vill migrate from 
such regions, aking their savings 
with them. Lical capital will 
similarly xnigate, leaving a 
depressed, inpoverished region in 
its wake. 

A snnflar process occurred m 
southern I Lay after the 
RisorgiinenD, and South Whies in 
the 1930s h*d a “balance of 
; payments” tefidt within the UK, 
owing to a bcal concentration of 
; inefficient oai mines. Equilibrium 
- in payme inflows was restored by 
( the downwird crashing of average 
| householdncomes through a 
j regional concentration of enforced 
redundances. 

An anabgous threat was posed 
for Britaii by the Maastricht 
arr ange m.nts as they stood. The 
plans revealed by Sarah Helm in 
principle aovide a way ouL Under 
a federal iscal system, a member 
state suffering a structural 
bal an ce-<f- payments deficit, owing 
to unconpetitive firms, will 
experiene an inflow of funds for 
imemplc/ment benefit as workers 
are mad redundant. 

If thefiscal federalist plans 
indude i European element in 
industril investment incentives, , 
| nations measures to stimulate 
| revival rifl no longer be limited by 
j the “naional rate-capping” effect 
I! of the Maastricht 3 per cent 
j budgetuy defidt ceiling. On the 
I contray, such measures would 
‘ attractmatching supplementary 
I fnndii? from Brussels. 

A deal federal system in 
i Euiop would provide automatic 
i corapnsating flows of funds to 
! regiois or member states suffering 
; defid or de-indnstrialisation (the 

' Britia case), and the European 
! Unid economy could thereby 
achieve real convergence in 
proactivity between its regions. 

Tie danger is that our wretched 
parr political leaderships wiU not 
realse the opportunity presented 
to ttem by the Franco-German 
prcsKJsaJs until too late. 

CYULPOHL 
Hckley, Essex 

Sit John Redwood (“Jobless in 
Lapzigj taxed in Liverpool”, 1 7 
JEiuaiy) may well be right about 
tfc logic of the process driving 
European Union: let the pound go 
^morrow and next week your 
bterest rates wiU be fixed in 
tankfurt, your taxes set in 
Jrussds and your social benefits 
fstem defined in Strasbourg. He is 
hreiy right that the well-off 
Londoner will be paying taxes 
Jhich not only go to support the 
ih employed in Liverpool bat to 
lose of Leipzig as welL And in 10 
jars’ time the Londoner’s taxes 
ill go to support the unemployed 
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textile workers of Lodz. 

However, Mr Redwood’s 
alliterative vein can run along the 
Paris- Bonn axis. The French 
taxpayer may accept having to pay 
taxes to support the unemployed 
of Rouen, why should he want to 
do the same for the unemployed 
of Rostock? And why should he be 
happy when his taxes are 
distributed to Rostock by some 
people from Ravenna? Why 
should he be so different from his 
British counterpart? 

Why are European countries 
so keen to join the single 
currency when the British 
arguments against it apply to 
them as well? This question is 
being carefully avoided in British 
debates about Europe. The 
closest thing to a British answer 
to It is to allege that the 
European political Elites have 
conspired to stifle a debate in 
which doubts about Europe 
would be aired in public and it is 
only in Britain where such a 
debate is open. This is a bit rich 
when we consider the 
unwillingness of British 
politicians to engage in such a 
debate before an election. 
WOJTEK RAPPAK 
London SE4 

Sin So John Major finds it “very 
surprising” that Ford has decided 
to take production of the Escort 
abroad because it is easier to make 
British workers redundant (“Ford 
puts Liverpool on road to 
nowhere", 17 January). May I 
offer him an explanation? j 

Britain, unlike Spain and 
Germany, has refused to sign up to 
the European Union Social 
Chapter. This makes our already 
depleted manufacturing base even 
more vulnerable. 


Mr Major should wake up to the 
fact that most European 
manufacturing companies are just 
that - they operate on a European 
stage. Isolation will inevitably be 
to our detriment and flexibility will 
mean nothing if we have no 
industry to be flexible with. 
MELISSA HAWKER 
Fowbnert, Cambridgeshire 


Tory betrayal of 
poor families 

Sir As a volunteer for Home-Start 
UK, I applaud Polly Toynbee's 
concern for families under stress 
(“Tbiy talk of family values covers 
another betrayal”, 6 January). 

During the past year, with two 
paid part-timers and about 30 
volunteers, we have supported 85 
families which included 206 
children, only to be faced yet again 
by cuts in our meagre core funding 
by the local council, which has 
Uttie choice due to rate-capping. 

Here is the human face of just 
one of these statistics: 

Imagine that you are a 26-year- 
old mother of three children under 
six years of age. Your husband is 
currently unemployed and 
frequently drowns his sorrows in 
drink. You were brought up in a 
residential home, are semi-literate, 
and though you want the best for 
your children, you have had so 
little real mothering that you are 
ignorant of what this entails. 

Your mother lives not 30 miles 
away but has yet to see your 
youngest child, since travelling by 


bus would be too expensive and 
difficult You live on a council 
estate plagued by vandalism and 
petty crime. You have sold the 
kitchen table and chairs for other 
essentials. Non-payment of the TV 
licence led to a fine, which you have 
attempted to pay off for the first six 
months, but having fallen behind, 
you are being threatened by court 
proceedings. 

However, you are more 
concerned with the fact that your 
children are often ill, that there is 
I not sufficient food in the house, 
no money till the end of the week 
and your six-year-old is constantly 
bed-wetting. 

For almost two years I visited this 
woman and her children weekly, 
along with another similar f amil y, 
and 1 wonder if I played a part in 
her marriage surviving despite all 
the talk of divorce; whether she 
really would have been seal to 
prison had I not pleaded her case; 
did she and the children gam any 
real benefit from the outings, etc. It 
is impossible to quantify the 
support our unpaid volunteers give, 
but we rest easy at night Do all our 
politicians? 

EVEHOARE 
Merton, Oxfordshire 


Royal model? 

Sir: It seems very odd of the Post 
Office to celebrate the Queen’s 
Golden Wedding year with a set of 
stamps showing the six wives of 
Henry VIII. 

PETER TATTON-BROWN 
Seaton, Devon 


Fear that drives 
teachers to quit 

Sin Public debate over the 
proposed changes in the teachers’ 
superannuation scheme (article, 

9 January; letters, 15 January) 
overlooks the most important 
aspect of the issue. Early 
retirement is in the gift of the 
employer, and employers allow it 
to save money. 

Funding per student in higher 
education has fallen by 25 per cent 
over the past five years and is due 
to decline by another 15 per cent by 
the end of the decade. New 
universities spend between half and 
two-thirds of their income on staff. 
The only ww they can achieve these 
levels of “efficiency gains” is by 
reducing staffing. The best way of 
doing this is by encouraging early 
retirement. 

A similar situation applies in 
schools and further education 
colleges, where governing bodies 
confronted with reductions in 
income have to look to staffing as 
the only area where large-scale 
economies can be found. Since the 
introduction of local management, 
redeployment has ceased to be an 
option and early retirement is the 
only alternative to compulsory 
redundancy. There can be few in 
education who have not met an 
out-of-work teacher of mature 
years who cannot get another job 
because they are “too expensive". 

The present rash to beat the 
March deadline is not due to staff 
seeking to join a gravy train. In 
many cases the over-fifties are 
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asking themselves: “Should I retire 
in March on a pension, or slay on 
and ride being made redundant and 
having to survive until I am 60 with 
no pension and no prospect of 
another job?" 

WAGOLDSPINK 
Slough, Berkshire 


Vacuum clue to 
asthma puzzle 

Sin Your article on wheezing 
disorders (“Moving house may 
pose as thma danger”, 15 January) 
struck a chord. 

As a qualified aircraft engineer 
) am naturally familiar with the 
phenomenon whereby air forced 
through a narrow gap increases its 
velocity, and have wondered for 
some time whether the vacuum 
cleaner might be contributing to 
the “asthma" problem. 

One day, I used a vacuum 
cleaner when the sun was shining, 
and noticed that the exit point for 
the air was throwing up clouds of 
dust Half an hour later, I was (as 
usual) racked with wheezing. 

I have since discovered that for 
the trouble of opening doors and 
windows when using a vacuum 
appliance, wheezing fits become a 
thing of the past, so the only 
certain answer, surely, is for 
houses to have vacuum exit points 
set into the walls, so no dust can 
be released back into the house. 

As for asthma being related to 
moving house, the answer is 
simple. People moving either take 
their old, dusty carpets with them 
or else install new, fluff-prone 
carpets, both of which require 
vacuuming 
ANDREW FENTON 
Felbridge, Sussex 


Banana bonanza 
warms the heart 

Sin I think that your editorial 
misses the point about 
“B ananam an” Phil Calcott (“A 
bargain? No, it’s a banana”. 

15 January). This isn’t an initiative 
to be assessed by standard 
economic parameters. 

Seven years ago I was driving 
with friends through New York 
City and got terribly lost, heading 
out of Manhattan by mistake 
across the tolled Newark Bridge. 
Attempts to turn the car round, or 
requests for help from other 
drivers, met with standard New 
York aggression and expletives, 
and our car was soon a collective 
nervous wreck. 

As we came to the toll booth, 
without the correct change, 1 
prepared for another round of 
robust New York “conversation". 
Instead, I was politely informed 
that “the lady ahead has paid your 
fare” and waved through with a 
smile. The gesture and spirit 
behind it immediately changed the 
atmosphere of our car (and a 
queue of others behind) and 
touched all of us. 

The giving away of huge 
quantities of bananas, while 
making a small profit courtesy of 
Tfesco, should not be assessed 
using life-cycle analysis techniques, 
as your editorial implies. PhD 
Calcott' s gesture was much more 
about unconditional giving in a 
world dominated by “everything 
having its price” and an increasing 
fear of social interaction with 
strangers. 

Also, what value do you place 
on fun? 

STEWART T BOYLE 
Rolherfkld, East Sussex 

Sin Tfesco 's generosity over bananas 
f “Banana economics”. 15 January) 
is not the only occasion on which it 
has made sacrifices for customers. 
Three years ago Tfesco issued 
vouchers to students at Bristol 
University entitling them to 5 Op off 
sandwiches. This coincided with a 
half-price sandwich offer. For a 
week we were able to purchase egg- 
and-cress sandwiches at a price of 
approximately 5p. For us there was 
such a thing as a free lunch. 

HELEN SIMPSON 
Oxford 


Give it the elbow 

Sin The advertisement for Ford 
cars on pages 14/15 of 16 January 
shows two young boys being swung 
off the ground at arms’ length ty 
an adulL This manoeuvre is 
potential^ dangerous because of 
the risk of dislocation to joints in 
the arm. One can only speculate 
how many times these boys would 
have been subjected to this in 
order to get the desired “shot". 

Every year many children suffer 
pulled elbows in this way, and it 
was irresponsible to print this. I 
wonder if you would have felt less 
comfortable showing two dogs 
being swung by their tails. 

Dr THOMAS 3 ULAHANNAN 

MRCP 

Oxford 


Danger: learning 

Sir. On the subject of homework 
for schoolchildren (leading article, 
14 January; letters, 16 January), I 
was once teaching at a secondary 
modem school. The question of 
homework came up, and one boy 
said: “My dad don't agree with 
homework. He says you only set it 
so as we can leant more.” 

JT HUGHES 
Orpington, Kent 
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Tuberculosis is not confined 


to literature, and it is not 
under control in Britain today, 
despite what the doctors say. 
The NHS has been breeding 
this terrible disease in its 


wards, says Jack O’Sullivan 


Infected by latent tuberculosis: the Bronte sisters, Anne, Emily and Charlotte (left to right) 


By courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery, London 


T hese women look 
healthy enough - as 
well as you or I. 
Indeed all three 
Bronte sisters, Anne, 
Emily and Charlotte were 
active, successful writers. Yet 
even at the moment this picture 
was painted, each was probably 
infected with the disease that 
would eventually kill them. 
Tuberculosis - an airborne 
infection that they would have 
called consumption - ravaged 
the entire Bronte family, includ- 
ing Braswell, the only son, who 
painted this picture. But it did- 
n't kill them suddenly. After 
their initial infection - probably 
during childhood by their con- 
sumptive father, Patrick, in the 
closeted environment of a 
Haworth vicarage - it took years 
before the children developed 
the symptoms (emaciation, per- 
sistent cough, racing pulse and 
night sweats) which show that a 
latent infection has become 
active TB. 

It is precisely this capacity for 


TB to He dormant that is haunt- 
ing some chest specialists. They 
believe that the NHS has been 
dangerously complacent in fail- 
ing to learn all the lessons of the 
huge 1992-93 TB outbreak in 
New York, which has cost hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars. 
They say TB surveillance has 
been slack, infection control in 
hospitals poor, and that the 
whole problem has not been 
taken seriously enough. 

Privy to the latest research, 
these experts suspect there is a 
great deal more TB being 
spread in Britain than is sug- 
gested by official figures. They 
fear that in a few years, TB, 
which John Bunyan called “cap- 
tain of all the men of death”, 
could again be a serious killer, 
particularly since strains resis- 
tant to drug treatment (MDR 
TB) are now in circulation. 

This is not the official view. 
Developing countries and parts 
of the United States may have 
seen dramatic increases in TB, 
but most professionals, proud of 


Britain's good reputation for 

K blic health, believe the NHS 
5 cracked the problem. The 
statistics seem to bear out their 
confidence. Although the num- 
ber of notified IB cases in 
Britain rose during the Eighties 
after falling for the previous 40 
years, the figure has stayed 
steady at around 5,600 new cases 
for each of the past three years. 
So, although there is concern 
that homelessness and rising 
deprivation provides a breeding 
ground for TB, the statistics 
suggest no need for concern. 

But the early signs of NHS 
failure are showing up in pep- 
pie with low levels of immunity 
(in particular, people with 
Aids). They are developing the 
age-old symptoms that claimed 
so many historic figures, from 
Keats and Shelley to Niook) 
Paganini, in the “white plague”. 
The immuno-suppressed are to 
TB what canaries were to min- 
ers, predictors of unseen dan- 
gers. Whereas a healthy person 
mfected with TB may take 30 


years to develop the actual dis- 
ease, someone with HIV can 
faD ill within a fortnight. 

Their susceptibility was 
demonstrated in 1995, during 
serious outbreaks of tuberculo- 
sis among Aids patients in two 
Loifoon hospitals -St Thomas’s 
and Chelsea & Westminster. In 
each case a patient had been 
present on the ward suffering 
from tuberculosis. By roughing, 
the patient infected others with 
multi-drug resistant (MDR) 
TB. Several died. 

Paul May ho, 26, is one of the 
few who survived the Chelsea 
& Westminster MDR out- 
break. Eighteen months later, 
he is still on six TB drugs plus 
an injection three times a week. 
“HI be on medication for the 
rest of my life. I lost my home, 
my partner, I was locked in a 
room for three months. At one 
point I was given 10 weeks to 
live. When you already have 
Aids, it is the equivalent of hav- 
ing two potentially fatal ill- 
nesses.” The side effects of the 
drugs are nasty. “Streptomycin 
makes my face go numb. I suf- 
fer terrible insomnia. One of 
the drugs can cause psychosis if 
there is a build-up.” 

Old friends who are HTV- 


hospitals. Dr Anton Pozniak, 
senior lecturer at King's Col- 
lege School of Medicine in 
south London, has documented 
one such hospital outbreak. It 
went unnoticed until months 
later when scientists spotted 
that a group of people with TB 
had a strain with the same mol- 
ecular make-up - they had all 
been in that hospital around the 
same time. 

These outbreaks could have 
been worse. In one hospital in 
Argentina, 162 patients went 
down with MDR TB over a 
three-year period. Some had a 
TB strain resistant to 10 drugs. 
Most are dead. The NHS has 
seen nothing on this scale. 


D uring outbreaks, it is dif- 
ficult to discover how 
many people have been 
infected, beyond the Aids 
patients who actually develop 
the disease. There is a skin test, 
which reveals exposure to TB 
bacteria, but it is of little help. 
Most Britons give a positive 
reading because the test reacts 
to the childhood BCG vacci- 
nation - an injection providing 


as low as 30 per cent, accord- 
ing to a paper published a year 
ago in the British Medical Jour- 
nal by Dr Meirion Evans, a 
leading consultant in commu- 
nicable diseases. 

The reason for such reti- 
cence is the desire among HTV 
doctors to respect their 
patients’ privacy. Dr Pozniak 
explains: “If these doctors 
notify a case of tuberculosis to 
public health officials, then it 
means the patient must be fol- 
lowed up at home and contacts 
traced. They fear that the con- 
fidentiality of the patient with 
HIV will be broken.” 

However, preliminary data 
from an important new study 
involving several London hos- 
pitals is filling out the picture 


of what may be happening. Dr 
Richard Coker, a consultant 


limited protection against TB. 
In short, until people get sick. 


positive shun him, even though 
he is no longer infectious. 
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he is no longer infectious. 
“They are frightened of the dis- 
ease. It’s very lonely. I’ve not 
found anyone who understands 
how I feel. Completely filthy. 
I'm full of such anger about the 
way I was infected." You can 
almost hear Keats’s own angry 
line: “Youth grows pale, and 
spectre thin, and dies.” 

There have been other 
unpublicised outbreaks in NHS 


In short, until people get sick, 
we don’t know how much 
newly- transmitted (and possibjy 
drug-resistant) TB is dormant 
in the population. 

So you would expect great 
attention to be paid to the 
health of the “tuberculosis 
canaries”, not least because of 
their vulnerability. Yet we have 
little reliable information on 
the incidence of TB disease 
within this crucial population. 
Notification rates of tubercu- 
losis in people with HIV may be 


Richard Coker, a consultant 
physician specialising in TB 
and HTV at St Mary's Hospital, 
London, has discovered a wor- 
rying increase in the proportion 
of HIV-positive patients who 
have developed TB in the past 
three years. Dr Coker said: 
“Last year less than 10 per 
cent of HTV in-patients being 
looked after in St Mary’s were 
being treated for TB. This year, 
half of my HTV in-patients have 
a diagnosis of TB.” 

In short, TB infection seems 
definitely to be on the increase. 
The TB canaries - the HTV 
population - are the first vic- 
tims of NHS failures. “Our 
preliminary findings suggest 
that TB control in Britain is not 
as good we thought it was," says 
Dr Coker. “This could por- 
tend badly for the future. As a 
healthy person, I may have 
been exposed to MDR TB. If, 
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wrong that people wij HTV 
are more often than nofcemg 
nursed on the same miaous 
disease wards as TB patents. 
They may be in separattimbi; 
cles, but people will stdjwalk 
out and mix in day roorm 

A nother problem it the 
availability of nuking 
care in the conumhity. 
TB treatment, even for dug- 
sensitive strains, can invoke a 
six-month course of drug. If 
the patient does not coripty 
properly, I a more virnllnt, 
arug-resistant strain of|TB 
might evojve. In the cas^of 
such drug-resistant TB1 a 
patient may, like Paul Ma^o, 
become to] ally friendless iid 
isolated. Unless a nurse} is 
available ti at patient may {oi 
carry on tr atmenL ‘ 
Yet, aca rding to Dr Pefer 
Ormerod, here is a seriqis 
shortage of TB nurses. “Wot 
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happens in a town where yju 
have 150 T 1 cases a year aid 
one TB nirse, who has sx 
weeks hoiid y a year? The B 
doesn't go avay when she’s nfc 
there.” ! 

The NHS te belatedly takiit \jM 
action. Guiddoce will shortly 
published cm i nationwide str^ 
egy. Some hospitals are consk 
ering buildup geog raphi cal] 
separate faculties for TB anl 
HIV patientsiA pilot project i 
under way a Heathrow ti 
improve thelmonitoring o 
immigrants, Vith electronic 
messaging to motors replacing 
the old snail -bace system oi 
tipping them cff. New systems 
are beingput irfplace to protect 
patient confidtatiality so thatj 


in 20 years, I get leukaemia or 

become immuno-suppressed 
for other reasons, my TB may 
activate and I will be sick with 
an infection which is not sus- 
ceptible to drugs. This will be 
as a direct consequence of what 
is happening now." 

Dr Coker’s fears are sup- 
ported by the findings of Dr 
Diane Bennett at the UK’s 
Communicable Disease Sur- 
veillance Centre. People with 
HIV are 100 times more likely 
than the general population to 
develop TB. And when they do, 
it is 1.000 times more likdyto 
be MDR, the new, drug-resis- 
tant strain of TB whose pres- 
ence suggests recent infection. 

How did we get into this 
mess? First, the public health 
system moved too slowly. 
Despite the rapid rise of tuber- 
culosis, including MDR, in third 
world countries, monitoring at 
British ports has been inade- 
quate. The port authorities are 
supposed to tell public health 
officials to follow up all immi- 
grants planning to stay here for 
more than six months. But active 
TB cases are slipping through, 
says Dr Peter Onnerod, chair- 
man of the Joint Tuberculosis 
Committee of the British Tho- 
racic Society. “It's an immigra- 
tion system, not a public health 
system, with only a quarter of all 
new immigrants referred to port 
health units.” This is worrying 
because some immigrants are 
infected with TB. We know tins 
because the incidence of active 
TB in black Africans in Britain 
rose by 135 per cent between 
1988 and 1993. 

Dr Coker recalls the case of 
a Somalian man. “He told mrmi - 
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messaging to dxtois replacing 
the old snail -bace system oi 
tipping them iff. New systems 
are being put irfplace to protect 
patient confidmtiality so thatj 
doctors dealing with HIV-pos- 
itive patients wD improve noti- 
fication of TB ises. 

But all this is ^eing done five , 
years too late, ye have yet to , 
calculate the personal cost of 
this delay. We ktow that many 
HIV-positive parents may have 
died earlier than hey otherwise 
would. In a few pais, we may 
find there are mire victims, in 
the general poralation, who 
may spend years In treatment 
that could have blen avoided. 

It's a story thaljs familiar in 
the history of TBjMachiaveDi : 
hit on the truth ii The Prince ' 
when he remarked that “con- 
sumption in the tommence- 
rnent is easy to cun and diffi- 
cult to understanckput when it 
has neither been dixyvered ir 
due time nor treked upor 
proper principle, i becomes 
easy to understand ad difficult 
to cure.” I 
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The author’s Tubt miosis - 
America's Health Rif is pub- 
lished by the Harkru i Fellow 
ship of die Commonw t Ith Fima 
for New York. 
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Down goes the 
cost of your motor 


Ronnie’s gigs with the Cricklewood Casi 


and home contents 


insurance with our 


no claims discount. 


Call now for details. 


YOUR MOTOR AND HOME CONTENTS 
LOWER WITH OUR NO CLAIMS DISCOUNT. 
INSURANCE 


General Accident 

^ Direct _ 



MORTGAGE PAYMENT PROTECTION 0800 121 008 - TRAVEL 0800 121 007 

Weekdays Sam - 9pm, Sat 9am - 5pm. 8353 
•Written details on request. General Accident Direct, FREEPOST, Hamilton ML3 1BR. 
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From Sir Arthur Scrapie DSO 
Sir, I feel the death of 
Ronnie Scott cannot be 
allowed to pass without some 
reference to his deep and 
abiding love of crickeL 
Although best known for his 
work in the jazz field, be 
shared with many other jazz 
musicians a fondness for our 
great national game and 
would often turn out in his 
early (fays for our local team, 
the Cricklewood Caainls. 

I remember fielding next 
to him in the slips one day, 
and saying to him, “Ronnie” 
- Ronnie was what we always 
called him - “Ronnie, you 
are a creature of the night. 
How can you play such a 
sunlight game? You rise and 
do your work at night, often 
not retiring to bed before 
first light. How can your body 
dock allow you to nse during 
the day in time for a whole 
game of cricket?” 

There came no answer 
from Scott’s bending figure. 
Then, after a moment, there 
came a loud snore. Scott was 
fast asleep in the slips! How 
we laughed! Yours etc. 


From Mr Reg Wallop 
Sir, I must endorse 
everything that the previous 


writer has said. Ronnie Scott 
took a keen interest in many 
sports besides cricket, 
possibly because he had a 
compulsion to bet on the 
outcome of so many events. I 
believe he would spend hours 
in the back room of his jazz 
dub watching horses races, 
and that one of the very few 
ways you could get through 
to him on the phone was to 
ring up and pretend to be a 
stable boy with a tip. 

I was once playing with him 
in the old Cricklewood 
Casuals Second XI (he had 
sctuaDy been picked for the 
First XI but they were pla ying 
away in Suffolk, and he had 
refused to go, saying, “Tm not 
doing any more out-of-town 
gigs this month"), and he was 
put on to bowl in the last over, 
when the other side, with their 
first wicket standing, just 
needed 17 runs to win. Before 
he bowled the first ball, he 
said to me, “Bit of a moral 
dilemma here, Reg. Tve 
placed 50 quid on the other 
side to win. Could be some 
loose bowling in this over .. ” 

He then bowled 10 wides 
in succession. After that he 
winked at me, said, “Just 
kidding," and clean bowled 
the last batsman next 



best place in the world for me 
to go on holiday is Australia. 
When you fly to Australia, 
you are immediately 
acclimatised when you arrive 
- you're awake by day and 
asleep by night.” 

Then he nodded off a gain. 
Yours, etc. 


over the ground by one I 
bats m a n , who turned outo 
be a local drummer andlouj 
understand everything linn 
was trying to keep secret! 
After he had hit fan fornre 
successive boundaries, tlq 
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ball. A lovely man. Yours, etc. 


From Sir Arthur Scrapie 
Sir, I think 1 may have 
already mentioned that 
Ronnie Scott could get 
through a whole over of 
cricket fast asleep without 
falling over. When I asked 
him how this was possible, he 
said that nothing was easier. 
He had quite often played 
entire evenings at out-of- 
town jazz clubs and been fast 
asleep throughout. 

“I tell you i whau though." 
he said. “Being a jazz 
musician, working nights and 
sleeping days, means that the 



IVom Jim VfaUnwh 
Sir, You might not think that 
jazz and cricket would mix 
very well, but Ronnie Scott 
took advantage of the 
terminology of jazz when he 
was bowling to co mmun icate 
with his wicket-keeper and lei 
him know what to expect 
Slow numbers in jazz are 
often called ballads, so if he 
was about to bowl his slow 
one, he would call out 
“Ballad coming up”. 

Similarly, he might say “Up 
tempo” for a fast one. 
Occasionally he would whistle 
a tune which I recognised as 
one of Hoagy CanmcfaaeTs 
old songs, though I couldn’t 
make out which. I asked our 
wicket-keeper if it meant 
anything to him. 

“That’s Hong Kong 
Blues,” he said. “Means he’s 
going to tty a Chinaman.” 

This didn't always work. I 
remember once he was hit all 


swapping fours, shall we, 
Ronnie?” I don’t know w 
meant, but it didn’t best 
please Ronnie. Yours etc. 
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From Mr Bobby Randell 1 
Sir, The only time I ever ret 
Ronnie Scott, he wasn’t \ 
there. I had been asked to I 
turn out for a cricket team! 
called the AD Star Jazz XH 
and one of the reasons I l 
agreed to play was that 1 

Ronnie Scott, whom I had 1 
never met, was playing in thl 
team. Wdl, note of the J 
players looked very much lira 
him so I said to the bloke | 
beade me in the slips, who I 
was a young guy, that I had I 
hoped to meet Ronnie Scott. I 

‘'Well, you won’t today,” I 
he said. “He’s gone off to I 
play in another cricket match.! 
He sent me in asa dep.” 

And do you know, it turned 
out that atf 11 of us were 
deps! WeD, that’s jazz for you* 
Or do I mean cricket? 

Yours, etc. - 1 
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from a would-be 

Chancellor 


H as Gordon Brown dis- 
covered the fiscal equi- 
valent of the perpetual 
motion machine? No increase 
in standard income tax. No 
widening of the VAT base. No 
new top rate of tax. No increase 
in spending. But a better, fairer 
world. 

Or have he and Tony Blair 
fallen into the trap that 
ensnared, disastrously, Hugh 
Gaitskell and his then shadow 
chancellor Harold Wilson dur- 
ing the 1959 election cam- 
paign? 

Then, as now, the economy 
was improving. Then, as now, 
the Tories were exhorting the 
electorate: “Don’t let Labour 
ruin it.” And then, as Gordon 
Brown did yesterday, Gaitskell 
promised no increase in in- 
come tax. All those wonderful 
aspirations Labour had. includ- 
ing a hefty increase in the old 
age pension, would be paid for 
out of economic growth. 

When Aneurin Bevan was 
told about Gaitskcll’s cam- 
paign speech promising no 
increase in income tax during 
‘•peacetime”, he said brutally - 
and correctly - that “He’s 
thrown it away. He's lost the 
election." The voters couldn't 
square the circle; they couldn’t 
believe GaitskeU’s “nobody 
gets hurt" theory of politics. 

The Ibries won by 101 seats. 

Brown's speech yesterday is 
at once the replacement for. 
and the antithesis of, the 
shadow budget which John Smith was forced 
by the parly's huge spending commitments on 
pensions and child benefit to introduce before 
the last election. It is the final expression of 
Brown’s disengagement of his party, not just 
from those commitments, but from the 
assumptions that underlay them. There will be 
no more news on tax from Labour between 
now and polling day. And even if it doesn't 
invite the same answer, it poses the same ques- 
tions that Gaitskell's fatal 1959 speech did: is 
it believable, and, if it is, what is Labour offer- 
ing that makes it worth voting for? 

It’s true that those with the highest hopes 
now riding on the windfall tax have inflated its 
value toTlObn. That’s an impressive sum to 
spend on bringing hope to a generation threat- 
ened with permanent exclusion from the world 
of work. But the windfall tax isn’t just contro- 
versial and of uncertain yield. It’s a one-off 
The money, once spent, is gone. Tfcx cuts, 
including a new starting rate for the poor of 
lOp in the pound, are supposed to be tor ever. 
A state education system to be proud of will 
take years to rebuild. An NHS that promises 
to be more, in the next century, than something 
from which everyone who can afford to, flees, 
will need more than the sacking of a few hun- 
dred adminstrators to flourish. 

Brown knows this; which is one reason why 
his announcement yesterday, though not with- 
out its risks, doesn't fall apart in the way that 
GaitskeC’s did. The markets, relentlessly heat- 
seeking, would not, as he also knows, allow a 
Labour Chancellor to sustain the bogus equa- 
tion on tax and spending of which his critics - 



Libera] Democrat as well as 
Tory - accused him yesterday. 
But neither is Brown envisag- 
ing a world in which nothing 
changes, in which Labour bos 
no pretensions beyond being 
more efficient managers of the 
market economy than the Con- 
servatives. 

It's important to consider, 
first, what Brown did not rule 
out. as well as what he did In 
promising two years of keeping 
within the present spending 
totals, and precluding increases 
in income tax for the entire par- 
liament, he has certainly 
imposed unprecedented con- 
straints on an incoming Labour 
government. But he refused a 
blanket pledge to keep “more 
than 200” tax exemption reliefs, 
and allowances embedded into 
the revenue system. In theory, 
and at the most ludicrously 
extreme, he could abolish 
Mortgage Interest Tax Relief, 
reduce personal allowances, tax 
chOd benefit for higher rate 
payers, and reduce reliefs for 
private pensions, without 
breaching the terms of yester- 
day’s speech. To do all of that 
at once would scarcely be sus- 
tainable for a Labour govern- 
ment seeking a second term. 
But he has left some room for 
redistribution through taxes 
and/or to raise revenue if dire 
economic circumstances impel 
it to be done. As they may well 
do, whoever wins the election. 

What he can't now do in the 
first two yeats is use even that form of 
increased taxation to finance extra spending 
(though it isn’t precluded after that). The real 
message of yesterday’s speech is that Brown 
has learnt the hard lesson of previous Labour 
governments which have rushed to fulfil expen- 
sive spending commitments, only to pay for 
them later, usually with their lives. By impos- 
ing the discipline, he sought to reverse the 
process by ensuring that ministers, instead of 
fighting for their share of a spending increase, 
wall be forced to search collectively and indi- 
vidually for savings to pay for cherished pro- 
grammes. And some of these will be naturally 
easier after an election than before. No Labour 
politician, for example, dares breathe even a 
word about defence savings before polling day. 
Welfare reform remains the favoured source 
of new funds. But expect the promised Defence 
Review to be an early priority. 

Brown knows it is not going to be easy. If 
maintaining discipline on spending in opposi- 
tion has been tough, imagine how much 
harder it will be in government, when each 
spending minister, impatient for results, is bol- 
stered by powerful civil servants who regard 
victory in a public expenditure round as the 
only reliable symbol of departmental virility. 
And when the public sector unions’ expecta- 
tions of a Labour government are all the 
keener after 18 years of increasingly depleted 
power. Brown had already sought to reassure 
the markets on borrowing. In outlining his tax 
and spending plans he has set himself a daunt- 
ing, and, for a Labour Chancellor, unpreced- 
ented task. But it was no conjuring trick. 


Donald 

Macintyre 

Has Gordon 

Brown the 

magic 

recipe: a 

foolproof 

fiscal plan 

to help the 

poor? 


Buying a Picasso? 
Do it in New York 


F or Bond Street's 
biggest art and 
antique dealers, 
taking a gamble is 
all part of the 
game. Is that a Constable hid- 
ing under the grime? Could 
that blue and white Chinese 
vase turn out to be 14th cen- 
tury? But today, some of them 
are facing the biggest and least 
amusing gamble of their 
careers: should they move then- 
businesses to New York or stay 
in London - where new taxes 
imposed by Brussels could 
bankrupt them? 

Alarm bells echoed down 
the Street this month when the 
venerable picture dealers Pace 
Wildenstein announced that, 
after 60 years, they would not 
be renewing the lease of his- 
toric 147 Bond Street, a 
17th-century property which 
boused Lord Nelson as he con- 
valesced after losing an arm, 
and which was one of the first 
purpose-built commercial ait 
galleries. They will trade from 
offices while maintaining then- 
gallery in New York. 

Yesterday, the world’s great- 
est dealer in Chinese artworks, 
London-based Giuseppe 
Eskenazi. renewed his threat to 
decamp to New York, despite 
having spent £4m refurbishing 
his Clifford Street gallery. And 
Johnny Vfcn Haeften, 
renowned dealer in 17th and 
18th century Dutch paintings, 
described art dealing in Lon- 
don as a dying profession. “It’s 
no fun any more,” he said. “I 
can’t wait to retire.” He is 45. 

Grousers in leather arm- 
chairs? Fogeyisb Europhobes? 
Not this time. European dealers 
and auctioneers are jealous of 
the London market, the Brus- 
sels bureaucrats mean business 
and the new EU regulations - 
no fewer than three different 
ones - have teeth that have 
begun to bite. They are: a 5 per 
cent tax on artworks imported 
into the EU (Britain so far pays 
only 25 per cent); a proposed 2 
or 4 per cent droit de suite tax 
(on proceeds to living artists or 
their heirs) from next year, on 
the sale of artworks less than 70 
years old; and stringent export 
regulations intended to curb 
smuggling of antiquities. 

All three are a powerful 
deterrent to the London mar- 
ket’s regular buyers and sellers 
of artworks living in non-EU 
countries, but the EU as a 
whole will be the loser. The 
winners will be dealers and 
auctioneers outside the EU 
who have fostered bureau- 
cracy-free markets - in New 
York, whose turnover overtook 
London’s in the Eighties, in 
Geneva and Zurich, and in 


by John Windsor 



PICASSO AT A PREMIUM: This Is how the proposed regulations could make a single 
auction transaction in London more than a million dollars more expensive than in New 
Ybrk. Picasso's Lb MIroir (above) fetched a hammer price of $lB.2m at Christie’s New 
Ybrk in November 1995. In addition, the buyer paid Christie's commission of 
$1,822,500 - 15 per cent on the first $50,000 and 10 per cent on the rest of the 
hammer price - bringing the full price to $20,022,500. The seller paid Christie’s 
commission of 2 per cent of the hammer price plus their expenses (insurance, etc) of 
0.5 per cent, totalling $455,000. lbtal charges for the transaction: $2,277,500. Under 
proposed EU regulations, if the same picture were sold at a London auction to a 
European, there would be additional charges: the buyer would have to pay a 5 per cent 
import tax on the $20,022,500 - that is, $1,001,125, fin sterling, of course), and the 
vendor would have to pay an additional 2 per cent ‘droit de suite' - that is, $400,450. 
Total extra charges: $1,401,575. The London transaction would therefore cost a total 
of $3,679,075 - 61.5 per cent more expensive than in New Ybrk. 


South-east Asia, especially 
Hong Kong. 

Already, the 25 per cent 
import tax has caused measur- 
able damage to the London 
trade. Last year, while UK 
exports of art and antiques to 
non-EU countries rose by 4 per 
cent, imports fell by 17 per 
cent. Anthony Browne, a 


Christie’s director who is chair- 
man of the British Art Market 
Federation of dealers and auc- 
tioneers, a pressure group 
formed last May to combat the 
EU threat, says: “This is the 
first time to my knowledge that 
imports have fallen while 
exports have risen. 

“It is a ludicrous situation. 


Why impose a disadvantage on 
London that will drive the trade 
out of the EU altogether? We 
don't need a level playing field 
with Paris. We need a level 
playing field with the rest of the 
world. The EU is shooting itself 
in the fooL” 

The art trade elsewhere in 
the EU, apart from Paris, is 


predominantly domestic. 
Hence the Euro-jealousy of the 

truly international market in 
London, world centre of con- 
□oisseurship for more than two 
centuries. The London mar- 
ket. with up to two-thirds of its 
trade coming from non-EU 
countries, turns over £ 2.1 bn a 
year, compared to £3.5bn to 
£4bn for the EU as a whole, 
Britain included. The British 
themselves are not great buyers 
of an. But the London art mar- 
ket is as the City of London is 
to world finance: an interna- 
tional entrepot. With New York 
its chief challenger. 

Faced with a choice between 
New York's open market and 
London's EU taxes and anti- 
smuggling strictures, where will 
non-EU vendors. Lhe Japanese 
*for example, choose to consign 
their treasures? A survey by 
the Department of Trade ana 
Industry has estimated that 
droit de suite alone could rob 
the UK of an annual £68m in 
an sales and 5,000 jobs in the 
an trade. The noble intention 
of droit de suite is to succour 
starving artists in garrets, but 
in France 75 per cent of its rev- 
enue has been found to be 
channelled to a wealthy £lite of 
six families, including Picasso’s. 

Mr Eskenazi, 57, who came 
to England from Milan aged 
12, has a turnover of some 
£20m. Because of his scholar- 
ship. which is equal to that of 
any museum curator, he can 
sell Chinese bronzes for £lm 
or so. For the first time, he has 
organised a selling exhibition 
in New York, coinciding with 
the International Asian Art 
Fair there in March. “Maybe 
I'm just testing the water in 
New York out of desperation 
for what’s happening here," he 
says. “Hie British government 
doesn’t seem to understand 
the harm it’s doing. It’s as if 
we are being pushed out If 
they go on pushing I shall 
leave." 

How many other London 
dealers are thinking of pulling 
out to New York? Johnny \&n 
Haeften says: “I think we all 
are. It’s a nightmare. What 
advantage has any collector in 
Switzerland [a non-EU coun- 
try] in sending a picture for sale 
in London these days? 

In New York, a leading Chi- 
nese artworks dealer. James 
Lally, says: “It’s more congenial 
here. More and more London 
dealers are coming to meet 
clients. And Giuseppe's forth- 
coming exhibition speaks vol- 
umes about the direction busi- 
ness is taking. If well-to-do 
collectors cannot play in Lon- 
don. they have no trouble find- 
ing other places to play." 


Why Burke is in fashion 

Attitudes to revolution are under the spotlight, says David Walker 








V-2:'.!^ 


. rench Revolution of 1789, the 

pivotal event of modem history. 

Attitudes to it have become a key test of 
political personality and philosophy. The 
world divides into those who think it a glor- 
ious thing, marred and bloodstained, yes, 
but inspired by the profound est of human 
motivations - hope tor change - and those 
to whom it was hateful, unnatural and 
unnecessary. 

Since revolutions tend to upset the nat- 
ural order of property and possession, the 
powers- Lhat-be have always been well rep- 
resented among the latter group and well 
deposed towards conservative parties and 
propagandists. In societies frightened of 
change, counter-revolutionaries get a 
better hearing, which is why (hiring the 
coming year we will hear a lot about the 
French Revolution’s great antagonist, 
Edmund Burke, this being the bicentenary 
of bis death in 1797. 

There is going to be a boom in Burke- 
an a. The right-wing Social Affairs Unit has 
already put out a pamphlet, Ian Crowe's 
Unwelcome Thuhs (why Burke would hate 
the European Union, , human rights and 
(institutional reform). A BBC Radio 3 
series is being planned for July. There will 
be several new books, including Edmund 
Burke and Our Present Discontents ly Tun 
McCue (why Burke would hate the EU, 
human rights and constitutional reform). 

The right-wing press will play up a 
stone- The Times has already weighed in 

with a piece by Qmor Cruise O’Brien -one 

of the clearest heads of out time, gone to 
muddled intemperance - in which Burke, 
a passionate, if closet, Irish Catholic 
nationalist, is prayed in aid of maintaining 
the pntus quo in Ulster. 

The owner of the Daily Mail, Lord 
Rn therm ere, once memorably said: why 
keep a dog and bark yourself? And this is 
die role to which Burke has been reduced, 
a posthumous guard dog forallthosewho 
fear political experiment, fear democracy, 
fear any attempt to make society fairer by 
means of progressive taxation, fear 
restraint on property. : 



Yet Edmund Burke’s credentials for 
becoming a Tbry icon are not obvious. “He 
resists easy categorisation," says Simon 
Coates, producer of the Radio 3 series, 
which will feature the far-from-right-wing 
Terry Eagleton among its contributors. 
Here was a boy from Balfydnff who made 
it to opening bat for Lord Rockingham’s 
XI, an Irishman in the pay of English Whig 
grandees, a friend of the Boston tea- 
paityers, who argued for government inter- 
vention m one of the biggest businesses of 
the day - the East India Company - a 
Jacobite who publicly affirmed his loyalty 
to the Hanoverian usurpers. Inconsist- 
encies abound, but do more than you mfebt 
expect from a political placeman anxious 
to keep his patrons sweet and the cash 
flowing in. 

Burke defending the revolting Ameri- 
cans, or Burke telling the electors of Bris- 
tol that he proposed to do his own thing 
in the Commons, would never have 
become a Tory pin-up. What ensured him 
a place in the pantheon, and money from 
Rupert Murdoch for seminars by Burke 
fans, was Reflections on the Revolution in 


France, published in 1790, barely months 
after the Bastille was stormed. 

Even Burke’s Tory standard-bearers 
would not claim it as a work of political 
philosophy. It is a polemic, a brilliant piece 
of journalism (defined as writing where 
style and effect will always triumph over 
analytic depth and consistency). 

Whatever else this was, it was hugely 
effective propaganda, a must-read for any- 
one who feared that the Reds or the Dis- 
senters or the pike-waving masses were 
about to descend on their palace gates. 
What starts as an attack on revolution 
becomes, perhaps inevitably, a defence of 
the status quo, meaning the present distrib- 
ution of property and political power in 
Engl and. That capital was, even as he 
wrote, subverting the way of life of thou- 
sands of English people, mostly low-born, 
was a fact to which Burke was blind; the 
only change he objected to was willed 
change, of the land you find in manifestos. 

To say that Conservatism has been 
potent in British history would be wrong, 
if by Conservatism is understood some 
coherent body of doctrine. What has been 
potent is Tbiy journalism, stylish, flashy 
arguments for preserving what is ana 
those that own it, usuafly constructed in the 
form of attack on the insurgents and advo- 
cates of change. Burke is Lhe patron saint 
of the kind of journalism carried by the 
Spectator - the conceit of clubmen, mock- 
ing the manners and pretensions of those 
out there. The veiy fact that Burke was an 
Irish outsider who had won his way into the 
club by the sharpness of his wits gave his 
defence of the status quo added vigour. 

Hazlitt once said that it was a lest of the 
sense and candour of those who oppose 
Burke - their r anks must include all those 
who believe politics is about seeking to 
change the status quo - that they admit he 
is a big man. Maybe. But the same test does 
not apply to the Burke boosters and 
apologists who are going to be out in force 
this year. 

‘Unwelcome Truths publication 69 from the 
Social Affairs Unit. 


Britain’s real 
reading list 


G ive them credit. Who- 
ever dreamt up Water- 
stones’ greatest 100 
books of the century pulled off 
the neatest marketing wheeze 
since Prima persuaded Cherie 
Blair to edit their mag. Neat, 
because yesterday everyone 
who had any interest whatever 
in books found themselves 
unable to avoid discussing the 
merits and demerits of their list 
Over breakfast we asked 
each other how many we’d 
actually read (and then tried to 
work out if our partners/1 ervers 
were cheating). Over lunch our 
Eng Lit friends wondered how 
on earth Trainspotting could 
appear in the top 100, never 
mind the top 10 (and we 
thought, how can yon be so 
pompous?). At supper the par- 
lour game played on. Surety at 
least one Hemingway? No 
Conrad? Or Faulkner? What 
about The Golden Notebook ? 
The Naked and the Dead? 

As Mark Lawson put it yes- 


top 100 was a satchel and ruck- 
sack collection. In one way or 
another most of the books cho- 
sen by Waters tone's customers 
fell into the category of juvenile 
cult favourite ( The Lord of the 
Rings, The Catcher in the Rye, 
Dune, Zen and the Art of Motor- 
cycle Maintenance, anything by 
Stephen King) or obligatoiy 
examina tion texts {1984, Ani- 
mal Farm, To Kill a Mocking- 
bird, Lord of the Flies). The rest 
were books that everyone 
knows are important but most 
have not read (Ufysses, Remem- 
brance of Things hist). In fart, 
the fist was a monument to the 
power of adolescent conform- 
ism and GCSE syllabuses. 

My first response on scan- 


it, therefore, was a sort of 
disdain. Let’s be honest, 
most people who think they are 
half-serious about literature 
are bound to react caustically to 
a league table that places Delia 
Smith above Richard Dawkins 
(though yon could argue that 
the former has more encour- 
aging things to say about the 
purpose of physical pleasure). 
And you nave to be semi- 
suspicious about any judge- 
ment that clusters chDd fantas- 
ists such as Kenneth Grahame, 
AA Milne, CS Lewis and 
JRR Tolkien among the top 
30, or one that regards Jurassic 
Fade and The Horse Whisperer 
as even mentionable in respect- 
able company. 

But that’s not the point What 
makes the list so fascinating, so 
talkable-aboui, is precisely its 
banal, edectic, barmily accurate 
summary of what would prob- 
ably appear on an averagely 
educated, averagely middle- 
class shelf in a not-veiy-bookish 
home. It does, in fact reflect 
what people realty read. 

There's an additional value 
to a list like this. Ask yourself, 
how many of those titles are 
books (sudi as The Master and 
Margarita) that you thought 
you knew abort, but have never 
in fart read? Weren't you re- 
minded of books, such as A 
Suitable Boy, that you never got 
round to reading but meant to 
one day? 

Ten years ago this list would 
have been very different; in 10 
years' time it will be different 
again, if only because The Horse 
Whisperer vnW by then be long 
forgotten (thank heaven). But 
it is no less intriguing for that. 

Colin Hughes 




January Sale 


Call us today for 
a warmer, quieter, 
more secure home 


This January is the perfect time to invest in the best 
Because you will get an amazing 30% * off Everest's 
complete range of home improvement products - 
windows, doors, patio doors and Roofline products. 

First Choice Finance 

If you want finance, we can also help. We offer an 
unsecured finance facility subject to status. Written 
details are available on request. 

Ybu only fit double glazing once, 
so fit the best - Everest. 

• Off lot price. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer. 

Different discounts apply to conservatories. Offer only available at 
lima of quotation. 


Call Free 0800 010123 

please quote reference JAN796 


YES 


Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss 

Home Tel No 

Address 


I'd like to save 30%* off Everest's list price. I 
Please arrange a free, no obligation quotation. | 

i 

1 

! 
I 

Postcode 



Everest 

FIT THE BEST 


Everest House. FREEPOST. Cuffley. Herts ENfi 4YA. 
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Thom share price rocked by profit warning 

Demerger fails to boost shareholder value as third-quarter figures cause dismay in the City 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


The slump in the stock market 
value of Thom since it 
demerged from the EMI music 
business last summer threat- 
ened to turn into a rout yester- 
day after the Radio Rentals to 
Crazy George’s group warned 
that poor trading and die strong 
pound would hit prods in the 
year to March. 

Thom’s shares, which started 
trading at 408p last August, 
stumped 415p to 209p in heavy 
trading after the company 
issued a nine-month trading 
statement in which it warned 
investors it would make no 
more than last year's pro forma 


£170.7m pre-tax profit, 
slui 


The slump caused dismay 
among shareholders who had 
expecied the split from EMI to 
enhance shareholder value in 
the same way that similar splits 
by companies such as IC1 and 
Zeneca and Courtaulds had 


unlocked previously hidden 
potential. Thom's stock market 
value has slumped from £1.77bn 
to £9Q5m. 

The warning, which accom- 
panied nine-month results, 
shocked analysts who had pen- 
cilled in proms for the year of 
about £180m. Nick Bubb of 
MeesPierson said: “The third- 
quarter figures aren't too dis- 
astrous but what they are 
implying about the fourth 
quarter takes our forecast down 
another £10m or so." 

A spokesman for Thom said 
the problems had been con- 
centrated in December. He 
added that because turnover in 
the rental business comes in the 
form of future monthly pay- 
ments rather than one-off pay- 
ments, the full impact of a poor 
pre-Christmas sales period 
would only be fully felt in 
subsequent months. 


Thorn 
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Third-quarter figures for the 
nine months to December 
showed an 8 per cent increase 
in profits before tax and excep- 
tional items to £123m struck 
from sales 5 per cent higher. But 
the fourth quarter is expected to 
be further hit by the strength of 
the pound, which is forecast to 


wipe out 10 per cent of US prof- 
its on translation. 


Thom is the latest UK com- 
pany to complain about the im- 
pact on profits of the recent 
surge in the value of the pound. 
Guinness said last week that 
1997 profits would suffer to the 
tune of £60m and ICI and 


British Steel have seen analysts 
downgrade profit forecasts to 
reflect sterling’s rise. 

In the US, where Thom 
generates about 60 per cent of 
its turnover, sales were hit by a 
price war in the consumer elec- 
tronics retail market between 
two of the largest players. 


Circuit dty and Best Buy. With 
prices of items such as video 
recorders falling to less than 
£100 in some cases, the market 
for renting to low-income 
households had dried up. 

In the UK, Radio Rentals, 
which together with Granada 
controls about 85 per cent of the 


rental market for consumer 
electronics, sales had beenpar- 
ticularly poor. Thom admitted 
it had priced its personal com- 
puter rental contracts too high 
and failed to respond to extreme 
competition in small screen 
televisions from Granada. 

Poor trading and foreign 
exchange worries are the latest 
cloud to darken Thom's 
prospects since demerger. They 
add to the concerns already sur- 
rounding the company regard- 
ing a spate of court cases in 
which Thom is being sued for 
mil li nns of dollars over the 
pricing of its rental contracts. 

Litigation has focused on 
whether Thorn’s contracts 
should be covered by consumer 
credit law which in many states 
caps the annual percentage rate 
at which interest can be charged. 

Although Thorn claims its 
contracts We for rental agree- 


toss of two cases mi 

it currently has no expos^. 

The latest fall in Thom s 
share price completes an un- 
comfortable first five months on 
the stock market which began 
with a 17p fust-day 
EML by contrast, J“®E***L 

ii nremitim on the fust oay 


EML by con row*, . 

375p premium on the fhstclay 
of dealings to £14.60, buoyed ty 
bid speculation. In the 
of any activity, however, EMJ 
has also underperformed in 
subsequent trading. cjosn|gY»- 
terday 13-5p lower at £l--30. 

Comment, page 15 


Tunnel 
fires off 
salvo 
over debt 


talks 


Iffichael Harrison 


Eurotunnel warned yesterday 
that the restructuring of its 
£8.7bn debt mountain is at risk 
unless the British and French 
governments agree to extend its 
concession to run the Channel 
Tunnel. The company is in 
negotiations to extend the con- 
cession from 65 to 99 years and 
has seL a deadline of the end of 
March for agreeraentfrom the 
two governments. 

Robert Mai pas, co-chairman 
of Eurotunnel, said yesterday in 
Folkestone: “An extension is 
critical if we are to secure the 
support of our bankers and 
shareholders for the financial re- 
structuring. Without it, it will be 
even more difficult." 

He was speaking as Euro- 
tunnel announced that it had re- 
captured a third of the 
cross-Channel market since the 
freight shuttle fire in November 
which forced it to close the tun- 
nel. Eurotunnel expects its mar- 
ket share to return to 50 per 
cent by the end of the year with 
total revenues forecast to in- 
crease to about £600m com- 
pared with £450m last year. 

The total cost of the fire, in- 
cluding lost revenue, repair 
work, compensation payments 
and the replacement of the 
burnt-out shuttle, is forecast at 
a maximum of £265m-£270m. 
However, Eurotunnel said its in- 
surance would cover k for all but 
£5m-£7m of this. 

The only remaining clues to 
the terrifying conflagration that 



Red light Eurotunnel has set a deadline of the end of March for the British and French governments to reach agreement on extending its concession to run the Channel Tunnel 


took place are the exposed 
steel reinforcing bars hanging 
from the tunnel roof. The sheer 
heat of the fire stripped awav 
three-quarters of the 40cm thick 
concrete lining covering them. 

Yesterday, nine weeks to the 
day after the blaze, work began 
to repair the tunnel so that it will 
be “as good or better than the 
original”, according to David 
Pointon, Eurotunnel's technical 
director. A team of 140 engi- 
neers will work around the 
clock for the next 16 weeks to 
repair the lining and renew the 
burnt out electrical systems. 


What remains of the lining 
will be secured with hundreds 
of 2 -5-metre steel bolts. The en- 
gineers will then spray the tun- 
nel walls with concrete from 
specially adapted trains. When 
the tunnel was originally built 
the concrete lining was fitted in 
giant pre-cast slabs. As a pre- 
caution, the most severely dam- 
aged part of the tunnel - a 46 
metre-long section - is tem- 
porarily being supported with 
steel colliery arches. 

The runnel floor is, discon- 
certingly, a few inches deep in 
water and everywhere the tun- 


nel lining is blackened by 
smoke. But Mr Pointon says: 
“We have monitored for struc- 
tural movement and drilled 
numerous boreholes and the 
news is good. There is very lit- 
tle ingress of water and no 
structural movement.” 

The company said il did not 
believe the fire would affect its 
debt restructuring. But because 
h does not expect to resume foil 
services until June, it has asked 
its banks to extend its debt 
standstill, under which Euro- 
tunnel has suspended interest 
payments on its loans, until 


the end of the year. Passenger 
numbers fell by almost a half in 
December in the wake of the 
fire and the subsequent reduc- 
tion in services. No freighL shut- 
tles have operated since the 
incident. Eurotunnel is aiming 
to restart freight shuttle services 
by the end of March and com- 
plete repairs to the fire-dam- 
aged section of the tunnel by 
mid-May so that il can resume 
a full service from June. 

The plan is to have achieved 
a full recovery from the fire by 
the end of 1997. Eurosiar ser- 
vices are back to 90 per cent of 


normal levels while passenger 
shuttle services have recovered 
to 50 per cent of their levels be- 
fore the fire. Despite the fire, 
revenues rose by more than 60 
per cent to £450m as the num- 
ber of passengers using the tun- 
nel increased from 8 million in 
1995 to 13 million. Eurostar 
handled just under 4.9 million 
passengers - giving it 66 per cent 
of the London -Paris market - 
while Eurotunnel's Shuttle ser- 
vice carried more than 2 million 
cans and 58.000 coaches, giving 
it a 50 per cent share of the 
tourist market. 


So far Eurotunnel's insurers 
have paid £34m for lost revenue 
in 1996 and the company said 
it was confident that the impact 
of the fire on its finances in 1996 
and the first half of this year 
would be limited. 

Last year Le Shuttle carried 
more than half-a-million trucks, 
compared with 400.000 in 1995, 
while the railways handled 2.4 
million tonnes of railfreight. Un- 
til the fire interrupted services, 
passenger numbers were S7 per 
cent up on 1995 while the 
amount of freight carried was 
49 per cent higher. 


$7.3bn Banc One buy 
creates US card giant 


David Usborne 

New York 


Banc One Corp is buying Fust 
USA a credit-card business 
based io Dallas, Texas, for 
$7.3bn (£4.4bn) in a bold and 
potentially risky move that will 
create America's third-largest 
issuer of credit cards. 

The deal will catapult Banc 
One, based in Columbus, Ohio, 
jnto the top league of credit 
issuers m the US. Combined, 
the two companies will have a 
credit card operation with 32 
million holders and assets of 
$35bn. 

The stock transaction could 
herald a consolidation wave in 


the American credit card 
industry, some analysts sug- 
gested. Last year. Citicorp be- 
gan negotiations to purchase 
American Express, it was re- 
vealed recently. That approach 
fizzled out, however. 

After a troubled history. First 
USA has emerged in recent 
years as a powerhouse among 
credit card issuers, with its own 
stock growing an impressive 
12 times in four years. 

Banc One said it had agreed 
to offer 1.1659 shares of its com- 
mon stock, or about $52.61, for 
each share of first USA That 
ramparts with First USA's clos- 
ing share price on Fridav of 
$36.75. 


Star culture out of control, warn regulators 


Jill Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


Top City regulators yesterday 
expressed conce'-i about the 
“star" culture being nurtured in 
the City, warning il failed to win 
staff loyalty arid could have 
implications for the soundness 
of firms. 

The comments by Nick 
Durlacfaer, chairman of the Se- 
curities and Futures Authority, 
and Phillip Thorpe, chief exec- 
utive of Imro, followed the ac- 
rimonious departure of Nicola 
Horlick from Morgan Grenfell 
Asset Management last week. 

Their comments were not 
aimed at MGaM directly but at 
an industry which over” recent 


months has been dogged by the 
antics of characters perceived as 
star performers. 

Only four months ago 
MGAM sacked Peter Young, 
once one of its top-performing 
fund managers, after establish- 
ing he bad set up Luxembourg 
holding companies to hide his 
investments in unlisted securi- 
ties. Nick Leesoru now in jail af- 
ter breaking Barings, was 
perceived as a star at the bank 
before ir collapsed in February 
1995. The same is true of Ya- 
suo Hamanaka, a trader at 
Japan's Sumitomo. 

Mr Duriacher said: “To some 
extent management have 
brought it upon themselves by 
the willingness to put so much 


of the reward for strong per- 
formance on individual per- 
formance and individual 
bonuses. The danger is that it's 
replaced... loyally." 

MGAM is fighting to reas- 
sure its clients that Mrs Hor- 
lick's departure will not impact 
on the performance of the 
group, even though she was con- 
sidered to be one of the key 
players behind its improved 
record in recent years. 

Dubbed Superwoman for her 
ability to juggle her hectic fam- 
ily life - she has five children 
and an investment banker hus- 
band - and her “star" role as 
head of pension funds at 
MGAM, she was rumoured to 
earn more than £lm a year. 


“We use the word ‘stars' be- 
cause we borrowed it from Holly- 
wood and one can observe from 
casual reading of memoirs com- 
ing out of Hollywood that they 
were difficult to manage for the 
studios," said Mr Duriacher. 

Mr Thorpe said he saw noth- 
ing wrong with businesses at- 
tempting to hire the best 
people. ^However, we are con- 
cerned when management's at- 
tention seems to wholly focused 
on performance," he said. 

MGAM suspects that Mrs 
Horlick was trying to poach 
some its top fund managers. She 
denies this. 

City sources pointed out the 
irony of MGAIVTs situation be- 
cause Deutsche Morgan Gren- 


fell, its parent company, is well 
known for its aggressive stance 
on hiring. Last year it faced le- 
gal action for poaching a team 
of traders from ING Barings. 

While hiring teams en masse 
can be an effective wav to build 
a business, many in the City 
wonder if it pays off long-term 
by winning loyalty. "You don't 
buy their loyalty. For a while you 
do, until the next big offer 
comes along,” said Phil Rivett 
chairman of Coopers Sc Ly- 
brand's capital markets group 

Late last year Andrew Large, 
Chairman of the Securities and 
Investments Board, also called 
for strong managemem to con- 
trol stars. 

Deadlock over job, page 4 


George 
argues 
for rate 
increase 


Jill Treanor 
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Eddie George, Governor of 
the Bank of England, yesterday 
took issue with the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer's claim that 
the strength of the pound was 
a good reason for not raising in- 
terest rates last week. 

In a speech to a Institute of 
Bankers dinner in Scotland, he 
said “there could be real dan- 
gers in allowing justified con- 
cern about the exchange rate to 
deflect us for too long from 
moving gradually to moderate 
the upswing" in the economy. 

Last Thursday, Kenneth 
Clarke, the Chancellor, justified 
his decision not to raise base 
rates the day after his monthly 
monetary meeting with Mr 
George by saying: “The big 
thing is that the pound is very 
strong at the moment and it is 
very anti-inflationary.” 

As the pound strengthened 
further yesterday against the 
mark, Mr George made clear 
that the Bank wanted a small 
rise in interest rates. He also 
emphasised the need fora grad- 
ual lightening to “moderate" the 
upswing rather than bring the 
economy to a jarring halt. 

However, he reminded his 
audience that two years ago his 
message about interest rates was 
that a stitch in lime saved nine 
and he added: “1 bring you the 
same message.” 

The speed and size of ster- 
ling's appreciation was causing 
“understandable anxiety", par- 
ticularly for manufacturers ex- 
posed io international 
competition. 

This was already affecting ex- 
port orders, “dearly a serious 
issue”, creating tension be- 
tween the strong exchange rate 
and domestic policy. 

Bui Mr George repeated the 
Bank s long-standing argument 
that the stronger exchange rate 
did not directly affect the prob- 
lem of the build-up of domestic 
demand pressure. It would have 
a one-off downward effect on 
retail price inflation, but this 
would drop out of the 12-month 
calculation during 1998. 

The stronger exchange rate 
would also weaken the trade 
balance, relieving the pressure 
on demand, which may have a 
more lasting effect on inflation. 

The Bank would take these 
Factors into account, though 
there was inevitably a great 
deal of uncertainly over the tim- 
,n S and scale. 

The index for the pound 
rose 0.2 to 96.8, w hile against 
the mark sterling rose 1.14 
Pfennigs to DM2.7004. 


Olivetti agrees sale of 
personal computers 

Magnus Grimond 


Olivetti the Italian information 
technology group, yesterday 

moved u, tackle the problem 

that have been besettin® il with 

ni^id bn il J00 , bn ^ £96m - 

O bin ) deal to sell ius troubled 
pt-iwdl computer division. 

i ne loss-making business is "V “ua me rctcui 
going to Piedmont Interna^ n 6 an 8 per cent stake in 
iional. a company established S” 11 !! 6 ’ one °* Ita V s mobile 
Jar the purpose bv Edward jS epll0ne groups, the latest 
Giuiesman. a US Isnytr based ?HES?!, IIieans that tar g et has 
in Limdon whose other inienSL ^7? b ^? t reached, 
include Raleigh bicycles and the in 2a WlU S shares * Suspended 
f*] a ^P?^ -shr* group. The final ? y esterc * a y ahead of the 

sale price will he agreed he fore jj^ouncement, have been.nl- 
e ca dc tore fymg from new lows. 


Jhe end of February, with 
Olivetti retaininga lOpercent 

* ™ e ,n the new company. 

Plans to sell the PCopeiation 
were snnounced last October as 
pari of a programme to raise 
aR5Ur] d LSOObn to cut debt and 
t e «!^ clure the company. With 
hi b? raised from the recent 
sale of an 8 per cent stake in 

Umnitf*! nna -L!!. 
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COMMENT 


‘From very different 
perspectives and 
political positions, Mr 
Tietmeyer and Mr 
Brown seem to be 
coming round to the 
same point of view' 


The final triumph of free market principles 


A nyone reading Hans Tictmeyer’s com- 
xxmenis in the International Herald Tri- 
bune yesterday would think he had been 
converted 10 Kenneth Clarke's particular 
brand of British Conservatism. It was 
wrong. Mr Tietmeyer said, to blame Maas- 
tricht for the public spending cuts, labour 
market reforms and welfare upheaval go- 
ing on throughout Europe; these would be 
necessary regardless of monetary union, for 
Europe is losing its position of competi- 
tive strength in world markets and needs 
to respond urgently. 

That's remarkable enough for any ben- 
eficiary of the German economic miracle, 
but for the President of the Bundesbank 
it looks like a form of heresy. What's this? 
Unskilled workers should not command 
high rates of pay, labour regulations are 
too rigid, collective wage bargaining is not 
sufficiently flexible, Germany in particu- 
lar should get away from the idea that the 
service industries arc a humiliating form 
of work? Hans Tietmeyer is not a politi- 
cian, he’s said this kind of thing before 
(though not as strongly), and it may be 
some time before sentiments of this type 
arc echoed publicly by Helmut Kohl. All 
the same, by German standards, he's lilt- 
ing at some very sacred cows. 

In a different way, so is the Labour Party 
in its now very public public pronounce- 
ments on the importance of sound public 
finances and low rates of taxation. That this 


kind of thing should no longer be thought 
surprising coming from the shadow chan- 
cellor is almost as revealing as Mr Het- 
meyer's conversion to the cause of flexible 
labour markets. Are we beginning to wit- 
ness the final triumph of Anglo-Saxon free 
market principles? From very different per- 
spectives and political positions. Mr Tiet- 
meyer and Mr Brown seem to be coming 
round to the same point of view. 

The problem for Mr Brown is that it is 
all very well to say these things, quite 
another for him to deliver. It remains to 
be seen what sort of a credibility gap he 
has to close with the electorate: with the 
markets it is still a big one. 

The rhetoric is fine, but he's got a hill 
to climb convincing financial markers that 
he's as serious about it as claimed. Income 
Lax is in any case only part of the equation 
here. If he has to rely on the windfall prof- 
its Lax and other wheezes to make the 
books balance, he could be in trouble. 

There is no such thing as a popular tax, 
however much a windfall levy on the util- 
ities might look like one. While proposals 
for this tax languished in the £3bn-£5bn 
range. Labour looked like getting away 
with it. just about. But if it is true that Mr 
Brown's office is now looking at a £lObn 1 
levy - and his comments on income tax 1 
yesterday only tend to support the sug- 
gestion that he is - then that is a very dif- 
ferent matter. 


This is not money that it is going to be 
magicked out of thin air. Ultimately it will 
be the shareholders who pay. There are 
about 8 million of them spread across the 
utilities, and the sums involved begin to 
look large enough to make an electoral dif- 
ference. As Mr Brown is about to discover, 
squaring the circle between Labour's 
social commitments, its policy of low tax- 
ation, Maastricht and the financial mar- 
kets will be quite as hard as Mr Tietmeyer 
paints it. 

Demergers are 
no panacea 

T he City was beginning to have its 
doubts about demergers, but the woe- 
ful performance of Thorn since its divorce 
from EMI has confirmed that the great 
business school idea of the early 1990s is 
no panacea. Since Thom EMI did the splits 
in August last year, the rental arm's shares 
have slumped 47 per cent. 

That would not matter so much if the 1 
music business had played a more cheer- ' 
ful tune, but it too has fallen, by 16 per 
cent as bid speculation evaporated. 

The theory of demergers is fine as far 
as it goes. When a valuable gem such as 
ICI's pharmaceuticals arm is hidden from 
view behind a lower rated business like 


bulk chemicals, ii doesn’t take a genius to 
recognise the potential of spinning it off 
into a racier sector. 

The same was true of Ratal's progeny, 
especially Vbdafone, where the potential 
of the mobile pbonc revolution was always 
likely to be diluted by the stock market rat- 
ing on dull defence electronics contracts. 

But the list of failed demergers is length- 
ening. Hanson's ran aground last year 
when the City realised the conglomerate's 
I four way split was little more than a divi- 
dend cut in fancy cloihing. Guinness has 
turned its back on a break-up. Most 
1 tellingly. Sir Christopher Hogg, architect 1 
of the Counauids demerger, has said he 
is unconvinced it is the solution to Allied 
Domecq’s deep-seated problems. BAT 
Industries, likewise, cannot see how 
demerging tobacco from insurance would 
add to shareholder value, even though it 
admits there is no logic in co-existence. 

With the benefit of hindsight it is now 
clear that it was always going to be better 
to travel than to arrive with Thorn EMI. 
In the months leading up to last summer's 
split, optimistic estimates of the value of 
the music arm to one of the US enter- 
tainment giants drove the share price to 
dizzy heights while no-one really gave a 
second thought to the dull old rental 
arm. 

Which was a mistake, because dull it 
was, is and is likely to remain. As yester- 


day's trading statement confirmed the 
market in the US for renting commodity 
products like video recorders and televi- 
sion is diying up as fast as a price war is 
driving down the cost of buying the 
machines outright. 

What's left of the market is being under- 
mined in the courts where American lawyers 
have cottoned onto Lhe usurious effective 
interest rates rent-to-buy contracts imply. 
The move into car rental an area already 
well served by specialists, is a further sign 
of desperation. Being EMI's unnoticed sib- 
ling had its attractions, it seems. 

Whistle blown 
on gravy train 

T he gravy train may not yet have hit Lhe 
buffers but at least the whistle has been 
blown. Pressure from institutional in- 
vestors has finally forced Prism Rail to 
scrap a share ratchet scheme that enriched 
its founding investors beyond their wildest 
dreams. But no matter. 

Prism's directors own 30 per cent and are 
likely Lo be in the money again when a larg- 
er player chooses to swallow them in the 
inevitable consolidation to come. History 
will judge them as clever arbitrageurs who 
made their money paying peanuts for 
train operating companies sold in baste 


George 
argues 
for rate 
increase 


Jill Treanor 
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Prism drops share 
scheme after big 
investors’ protest 



JtlOOm PO cuts 
aimed at bosses 


Patrick Tooher 

Prism, the owner of four pas- 
senger rail franchises, yesterday 
bowed to pressure from insti- 
tutional investors and scrapped 
a controversial bonus share 
scheme that had made paper 
profits of more than £30m for 
its founding shareholders. “It 
looked a mile greedy to us," said 
one leading fund manager. 

The scheme, set up to cover 
the costs of the founding di- 
rectors, who have put up£16m 
of then money for tendering for 
rail franchises, will, not kick in 
if Prism wins any more train op- 
erating bids. Prism is on the 
shortlist for North West Re- 
gional Railways and Scotrafl. 


However, the seven directors, 
including the chairman, God- 
frey Burley, and Len Wright, 
and one business partner will 
keep the shares they have al- 
ready been awarded for previ- 
ous rail franchise gains. Their 
stake in Prism was worth £35m 
at last night's closing price of 
550p, down 30p on die day. The 
shares have soared since they 
were placed at lOOp on the Al- 
ternative Investment Market a 
year ago. 

Prism said that following 
"consultations with certain ma- 
jor shareholders” it yaslenni- . 
nating the share ratchet scheme ' 
that had operated on passenger 
rail franchises awarded so for. 

“This reflects the company’s 


bidding success and the fact that 
the continuing need for a ratch- 
et mechanism no longer exists,” 
Prism said. 

Instead, Prism will fund the 
costs and expenses of tenders 
for the remaining ran franchise 
tenders by converting the ap- 
propriate amount of existing de- 
ferred shares held by the 
directors into ordinary equity. 
This will be based on the mid- 
market price of Prism's shares 
at the time that the preferred 
bidders are announced. Direc- 
tors wiB be allowed to subscribe 
40 any, rights issue ^needed, to 
fund a new franchise m 

It was the award of West An- 
glia Great Northern, Prism’s lat- 
est rail franchise, that provoked 


Sharing it out: The seven directors, including Godfrey Burley (left) and Len Wright, will 
keep the shares they have already been awarded for previous rail franchise gains 


a storm of protest about the di- 
rectors’ share bonanza. 

They were granted free 
shares worth £5 .4m as part of 
a £12ra rights issue to help 
fund the contract to run the 
heavily subsidised Hne, which 
runs from London to Stansted 


Tesco sales pressurise Sainsbury 


Nigel Cope 

Tesco increased the pressure on 
arch-rival Sainsbury yesterday 
with beiter-thau-expected 
Christmas sales figures. 

Tesco said in the 21 weeks to 
5 January total sales growth was 
13 per cent with like-for-like 
sales 8 per cent ahead. In the 
five weeks covering the Christ- 
mas and New Year period, like- 
for-like sales were 7.5 per cent 
ahead of the same period last 
year. The figures were ahead of 
the industry average of 5.9 per 
cent and analysts wifl be look- 
ing ahead to Friday when Sains- 
bury releases, its Christmas 
trading state menu 


Bill Myers at Henderson 
Crosthwaile said: “At first 
glance the market will obviously 
think that if Ihsco is doing well 
then they must be hurting some- 
body and that that somebody is 
Sainsbury. I think Samsbuiy’s 
figures will probably be okay. 
But not as good as Ttsco’s." 

Tbny MacNeary of NatWest 
Securities sakt “These figure pul 
pressure on Sainsbury to come 
up with something good on Fri- 
day. They need to be better than 
3 per cent. Even 4 per cent 
would only be stopping the rot.” 

Separately, Bud gens 
reported a 4.5 per cent in- 
crease in like-for-like sales yes- 
terday and chief executive John 


Pru settles out 
of court with 
GMB members 


Nic Cicutti 

Prudential, the UK’s largest 
insurer, yesterday inched clos- 
er to offering redress to victims 
of the pension transfer scandal 
as it announced an out-of-court 
settlement with one of Britain’s 
highest unions. 

Prudential said it had agreed 
to pay compensation to 13 
members of GMB, the general 
and boilermakers union, on 
whose behalf write had been is- 
sued against the insurer. 

The company also agreed a 
process to resolve dozens more 
cases outstanding against it 
from GMB members and to pay 
the union a “significant'” con- 
tribution towards its legal costs. 

John Edmunds, general sec- 
retary of GMB, said: “I am de- 
lighted that the logjam has 
been broken and we have 
achieved a full settlement for 
many of our members. 

GMB said yesterday that in 
addition to Prudential, it had 
reached settlements with several 
other insurers, although it still 
had 700 legal cases outstanding, 
including ma ny ag ainst Legal & 
General and TSB. 

The average compensation, 
deal reached so for was about 
£25,000, while the cost of legal 
action was expected to reach 


about £10,000 per case, the 
union said. 

Last year, GMB was among 
several unions to launch mass 
High Court action on behalf of 
thousands of members who 
were encouraged to opt out of 
their company schemes and 
were mis- sold personal pen- 
sions instead. 

A Prudential spoke sm a n said: 
“We are extremely pleased to 
reach a settlement We believe 
it has been a waste of time and 
resources both of GMB and of 
Prudential to proceed through 
the courts when there were 
preferable ways of dealing with 
it thro ugh the machinery already 
set up by the regulators.” 

Prudential's comments came 
as the company yesterday an- 
nounced a 69 per cent increase 
in sales of the company’s life, 
pension and investment prod- , 
ucts around the world to 
£6.66bn in 1996. Regular pre- 
miums rose 13 per cent to 
£516m. In the UK. single pre- 
miums rose 71 per cent to 
£3i6lm,w^reguWixcmiums 
were up S per cent to £3Q3m. 

Peter Nowell, group chief 
actuary at Prudential, said: 
“What we ate seeing is that peo- 
ple are reluctant to commit 
themselves to saving for a long 
time.” 


von Sprcckelsen said the addi- 
tional market share was coming 
from the smaller independent 
retailers as well as some of the 
middle-ranking supermarket 
groups. These include Iceland, 
Kwik Save and tire Co-Op 
movement. 

Tbsco’s sales increase was 
boosted by its “Unbeatable 
Value” promotion launched in 
September. The number of cus- 
tomers has increased and hold- 
ers of the group's Chxbcard 
loyalty card have been spend- 
ing more per store visit Tesco 
said Gubcard members had 
received £56m of money-off 
vouchers in November. 

Lord MacLaurin, chairman. 


In Brief 


would not be drawn on profits 
but said he looked forward to 
reporting “a good set of results 
in April". Tfesco's figures helped 
the shares 2p higher at 3o9p 
while Sainsbury drifted 5.5p 
lower at 39 lp. 

Somerfield, the former Gate- 
way Foodmarkets group, will re- 
port today on its fek full trading 
period since its troubled stock 
market quote last summer. 

NatWest Securities is ex- 
pecting Somerfield’s half-year 
profits of £54.5 m. Though the 
price of Somerfield shares was 
twice cat to ensure the float got 
away they have been strong 
recently and closed at a peak of 
174p yesterday. 


• Hie Lloyd’s of London insurance market will almost certainly 
recommend a move towards external supervision and away from 
its current self-regulatory status, senior market watchdogs said. 
“I would be surprised if the regulatory review does not recom- 
mend some sort of external overview,” David Gittings, director 
of Lloyd's regulatory division, raid. A review group set up ini 996 
to consider market regulation is due to report by the middle of 
this year. The Conservative Party said in 1995 that it would re- 
view Lloyd’s regulation in 1997, while Labour is expected to carry 
out a review of all financial services regulation if it forms the 
next government, he added. 

• The London Stock Exchange published rules governing the 
American-styie automated order book for FTSE 100 stocks, due 
to be introduced later this year. This will enable member firms 
and market-users to prepare for customer testing which begins 
in April. Responding to the market’s comments on opening hours, 
the pre-opening time for the inputting of orders has been reset 
at 8am (from 7.45am) with opening now fixed at 830am (from 
8am). Suspensions of automated execution in a specific share will 
also be introduced in response to a 10 per cent price movement 
(previously 5 per cent) and for no more than 10 minutes (from 
15 minutes). 

• Reed-Elsevier is in advanced talks to buy Cblofon, a Dutch pub- 
lishing group, for about £7Qm. The deal is expected to enhance 
earnings in the first year and should be completed in a few weeks, 
the Anglo-Dutcb publisher said in a statement. 

• Abbey National is buying a 5 per cent stake in Dah Sing Financial 
Holdings, one of Hong Kong’s l eading commercial and retail banks, 
for HK$381m (£30m). Last year Abbey, Dah Sing and Hambros, 
the merchant bank, set up a private banking joint-venture. Peter 
Birch, chief executive of Abbey National, said: “This investment 
continues Abbey National's cautious approach to developing busi- 
ness in Hong Kong and South-east Asia. Dah Sing and Abbey 
National are looking at possible areas for future co-operation in 
both the wholesale and retail business.” 

• Hie environment created by such institutions as government, 
the civil service, the professions and the education system is to 
blame for British manufacturers' inability to close the gap with 
competitors, according to a report to be published next month. 
The study. Reassessing the Coittexi of Manufacturing Success, by 
the Royal Sodetyfor the encouragement of Arts, Manufactures 
and Commerce (RSA) is based on interviews with senior indus- 
trialists, polky-makers and academics and covers some of the same 
areas as today's long-awaited report, Promoting Prosperity, by the 
Commission on Public Policy. 


Airport, Cambridge and Pe- 
terborough. 

Some commentators esti- 
mated (hat the cost of capital to 
Prism’s shareholders of that 
deal was as high as 50 per cenL 
A company spokesman de- 
nied institutional shareholders 


had revolted against the ratch- 
et scheme: “The directors want 
the company to appear mature 
and reflect the public mood.” 
However, a leading fond 

manager jnsfcferi that l eading fry- 

vestors had let it be known they 
were unhappy with the scheme. 


Chris Godsmark 

Middle and senior managers in 
the Post Office are to be hit by 
a £100m cost-cutting pro- 
gramme. John Roberts, chief 
executive, also announced yes- 
terday a further 15-month 
freeze in the price of postage 
stamps lasting until April 1998. 

The cost cuts are in response 
to competitive pressures from 
other forms of information 
delivery such as fax machines 
and electronic mail. Money 
would be saved by rationalising 
administrative t asks such as 
the computer payroll and man- 
agerial jobs would “inevitably 
go” through natural wastage 
and voluntary redundancy. 

The Post Office employs 
13,000 managers in regional 
and national headquarters 
offices out of a total workforce 
of 280,000. The plans will be 
finalised by May. 

However, the programme 


could prove controversial as it 
will hit managers at the same 
time as plans to introduce flex- 
ible working affecting the main 
Royal Mail workforce. 

Joint working parties 
appointed to head off further 
industrial action over the plans 
have started meeting, with £30m 
set aside by the Post Office as 
an incentive to staff to accept the 
changes. These could include 
team working and changes to the 
way mail is delivered. 

Meanwhile, the freeze on 
pooal charges means that prices 
will remain unchanged for 22 
months since the last increase 
in July 1996, when the price of 
first-class stamps was raised to 
26p. Lifting prices by another lp 
this year would have raised 
£150m. The freeze was made 
possible because the Govern- 
ment has only marginally in- 
creased the. cash it intends to 
take from the Post Office in the 
coining financial year. 
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A Barclays Business Bond opens up a number of 
attractive investment opportunities. 

For str* investment of Fo.i-OO and anything up to £5 million, a Barclays Business Bond gives 
V'.;u a rule ihut's both nigh nnd mar;-; meed, until the raaruriiy -date of 4.2,98. The Bond 
is available K> :»i! businesses iru. hiding non Barclays customers. Harly withdraws] is available 
mhiect fo rhe cost of redemption. So for one of the rirtesr investment opportunities 2 round, simply 
contact v;.'Lc local Relationship Vianueer or kev this combination into vour nhone - 9800 535 354. 




Term Interest Payment Option (Per Annum) 


£1M-£5M 

£500,000-i:999 t 999 

£250,000-£499,999 


6,750% gross 
6.625% grow 
6.375% gross 


5.40% net 
5.30% act 
5.10% net 


£100,000-£249,999 

£25,000-2199,999 

£5,000-2124,999 


6.250% gross 
6.000% gross 
5.875% gross 


5.00% net 
4.80% net 
4.70% net 


GROSS KATE b the mn rr«rTt»«l rME of barest payable not taking account of lhe deduction of iaaaac tax at the lower rate. NET RATE ia the me wfckh would be payable 
after allowin g fix the ih-fryi"" of faeom- ax at the lower me- The T« Deduction Scheme Cor Imuut (TOST) may vary and, therefore, the net rate is gben n an ahamuton 
only To win mdy be dedoevd in dme ots when the k obliged to do so. A q nmtt ri y tm a es e payment option h oho available to Bardsyi ButmeK Account holders. 

AvBiljbftfty is hailed. Farther dosfls sraflihle on request. 
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Majestic buoyant 
on bubbly sales 



Nigel Cope 


Buoyant sales of champagne 
and Chilean wine helped 
Majestic Wine Warehouse to a 
spirited Christmas performance 
in its maiden results since last 
November's AIM flotation. 

While most of the cham- 
pagne-buying was seasonal the 
company said it had sold large 
quantities of vintage bottles to 
forward-thinking pany-givers 
who are already planning ahead 
to New Year's Eve celebra- 
tions at the millennium. 

Majestic has been urging 
customers to buy their bubbly 
in advance of 1999 when it will 
make “very good drinking”. 
Majestic has'pre-sold some 
champagne which it is storing 
for delivery for the Millennium 
parties. 

The comments came as 
Majestic announced a slip into 
the red in the first half to Sep- 
tember. Profits of f 114.000 


turned into a loss of £82,000 as 

the company continued to invest 
in store expansion. 

A further two stores were 
opened in November fairin g 
the total to 61. Another she will 
open in Manchester next 
month. Majestic plans to have 
70 stores by March 1998. 

“We have got several now at 
an advanced stage both legally 
and in terms of pla nning appli- 
cations," said Tim How. the 
chief executive . 

The expansion will be fund- 
ed from existing resources 
which were boosted by the £2m 
raised via the group's AIM 
flotation last year. 

Majestic recorded impres- 
sive gains with sales in the 
three months to 30 December 
22.4 per cent ahead of the same 
period last year. Stripping out 
the contribution from new 
stores, like-for-Iike sales growth 
was also impressive at 10.8 per 
cent. For the five weeks over 


Christmas, like-for-like sales 
were up by 12.7 per ceuL 

Majestic has proved a sterling 
Performer since its shares were 
priced at 160p in November. 
Yesterday they edged up a 
further 2Jpto290p. 

Most of the wine market is 
accounted for either by super- 
markets or by high-street off- 
licence chains such as Threshers 
and Victoria Wine. However, 
Whitbread is testing a ware- 
house-style off licence formu- 
la which sells beer and spirits as 
well as wine. 

Majestic was acquired by 
the cuiTent chairman John 
Ap thorp who controlled a rival 
chain, Wizard Wine. Mr 
Apthorp had made his fortune 
through the sale of the Be jam 
frozen food stores to Iceland. 
He still controls 55 per cent of 
the shares. 

The directors have pledged 
not to sell the bulk of their 
shareholdings until 1998. 


Saltire hit 
by strong 
sterling 

Saltire, the struggling electron- 
ics distributor formerly known 
as Cannon Street Investments, 
saw its shares slide 14p to 77.5 p 
after warning that the strong 
pound would hit profits, writes 
Magnus Grimond. 

The news prompted UBS, the 
group's broker, to slash its esti- 
mate for last year from £3 Jim to 
just £600.000 and from £42m to 
£3 .5m for the current year. 

Saltire said weak continental 
demand for the Altai range of 
electronic products was being 
exacerbated by sterling's gains. 

A second problem has been 
Saltire s Network operation in 
Romania, which is involved in 
managing and supplying tech- 
nology and components for a 
state-owned television manu- 
facturing line. A lack of hard 
currency has prompted the 
group to limit the supply of com- 
ponents and profits have been 
hit as a result. 

Finally, the group said the 
performance of its Maplin cat- 
alogue and high street retailing 
operation in the UK had been 
held back. 


Ushers heads to the 
stock market again 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Ushers of Trowbridge is having 
a second stab at floating on the 
stock market, two years after its 
first attempt was pulled. News of 
the planned issue, which is ex- 
pected to give the regional brew- 
er a market value of up to 
£130m when shares start tr ading 
in February or March, accom- 
panied results for the year to Oc- 
tober showing a 9 per cent rise 
in operating profits to £16.9m. 

Ushers first tried to come to- 
market three years after a man- 
agement buy-in from Grand 
Metropolitan was followed by 
the acquisition of a 430-strong 


pub estate from Courage. Mar- 
ket conditionswere against the 
first attempt, compounded by 
worries that a brewing con- 
tract with Courage would expire 
without the business being re- 
placed. 

Roger North, chief executive, 
said yesterday Ushers had cre- 
ated a strong contract brewing 
business to replace the Courage 
contract which ran out in No- 
vember. Ushers has rebranded 
and refurbished its estate, which 
numbers 542 mainly tenanted 
pubs. The brewer’s own ales 
have been introduced through- 
out the pub chain and Ushers’ 
beers account for 65 per cent of 
sales from a standing start. 
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74.4m (43.1m) 
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Ashtead still towers above 

The Investment Column 


Ashtead has always stood out in the de- 
pressed construction sector. When re- 
cession hit in 1990, the plant hire 
specialist quickly reinvented itself, 
gradually reducing the amount of di- 
rect construction work in the UK from 
almost 100 per cent to about 25 per cent 
through a series of acquisitions, main- 
ly in the US, where the rental market 
is less developed. 

It proved to be an inspired move. 
. Unique among rivals such as Vibroplant 
and Hewden Stuart, Asfatead’s profits 
and earnings have continued to bound 
ahead, despite hire rates for traditional 
equipment in the UK such as dumper 
trucks and compressors being at least 
30 per cent below their peak at the start 
of the decade. In the second quarter 
rental rates for some products touched 
record low levels and no pick-up is fore- 
cast in the foreseeable future. 

Even Ashtead has felt the pinch, with 
operating margins in UK plant hire slip- 
ping by over three percentage points 
to 173 per cent in the six months to 
October. But a marketing-led ap- 
proach and decentralised manage- 
ment structure, including an innovative 
monthly profit share scheme for staff, 
mean Ashtead continues to grab mar- 
ket share in tough market conditions. 

Interim net profits have risen 10-fold 
in the past five yeais and the IS percent 
improvement in earnings per share to 
7.63p was struck after integrating 
Ashtead’s biggest acquisitions - 
McLean Rentals in the US and Leads 
Acrow m the UK - for a rights issue- 
funded £52m. The figures are ail the 
more impressive because they include 
just £800,000 from the sale oF retired 
equipment against £5m for the whole 
of last year, while £5.4m was charged 
against the profit and loss accounffor 
spares and parts against £2.4m in the 
corresponding period. 

The US, currently almost a third of 
sales, is earmarked for further growth. 
Peter Lewis and George Burnett, 
Ashtead’s founders, reckon rental 
rates are twice as high across the 
pond and the fragmented market there 
is ripe for consolidation. Ashtead op- 
erates out of 26 locations in eight US 
states but the target is to double this 
by the spring of 1999. 

Mr Lewis and Mr Burnett were so 
encouraged by the reception they got 
on a US roadshow in October that they 
are looking into floating Ashtead on 
the New York stock market this year. 

They note that the sector is devel- 
oping a following among American in- 
vestors and two US plant hire groups 
recently went public on stratospheric 
price/earnings multiples. Certainly, 
Ashtead is right to go down this route. 
Its US business alone could be worth 
more than Ashtead as a group. 

History suggests caution. The prob- 
lem is the US has proved a graveyard 
for UK players in the past A year ago, 
for example, Vibroplam pulled out of 
the American plant hire business. 


EDITED BY TOM STEVENSON 


Ashtead. with its proven track 
record may fare better. But on BZW’s 
forecast of £29m at the pre-tax level 
the shares, down 3p at 2303p, look 
about right on a PE ratio of 15 Ming 
to 12 the following year. Hold. 

Mighty Mitie 
is cleaning up 

When the seasoned investor unearths 
a company whose acronym stands for 
“management incentive through in- 
vestment equity", he could be forgiv- 
en the lemptation to run a mile. Mitie, 
a cleaning to building services con- 
tractor, is just one of the latest mod- 
els in the long and chequered history 
of those claiming to have discovered the 
holy grail of management motivation. 
Predecessors have included the ill-fated 
Cannon Street Investments and South- 
ern Business Group, whose problems 
were solved by a takeover. 

Mi tie’s own brand involves finding 
thrusting management teams and wrap- 
ping them in a cocoon of administra- 
tive, financial and marketing support 
This all-embracing parcel is then tied 


up with a minority stake in the result- 
ing Mitie subsidiary, which can be 
bought out or swapped for a tax- 
effident stake in the top company s 
quoted shares after five years. Thus far, 
rive formula has been a runaway suc- 
cess: only one of Mitie’s managers has 
elected to sell out of a group which now 
comprises 47 subsidiaries. More im- 
portantly, compound earnings growth 
has run at 22 per cent since 1990, a 
record which looks set to be at least 
equalled in the current year. 

Yesterday the group reported a 2S 
per cent rise in pre-tax profits to 
£3 35m for the six months to Septem- 
ber. After a strong performance on Fri- 
day the shares slipped 4Jp to 194p but 
they are still several times the 34p they 
were at five years ago. 

Mitie looks more solidly based than 
many of its predecessors at this game. 
Management, led by the chairman, 
David Telling, have plenty of experi- 
ence in the business. They also appear 
to be vacuuming up business being cast 
off by the big facilities management 
groups. Contracts ranging from a £lm 
job cleaning Barclays branches in Lhe 
Midlands to refurbishing London’s 
Claridges hotel, expected eventually to 
be worth over £10m, look juicy. 
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Ashtead Group : At a glance 


Maftet value: £318.1m, share price 2303p 
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stake, seems to have calmed down. 

Yesterday’s results continued the 
consolidation. Half-year pre-tax prof- 
its up 17.7 per cent to £5m were in hnc 
with expectations and the Iike-ror-like 
sales increase of 43 per cent was cred- 
itable. Margins have edged ahead due 
to buying efficiencies gained through 
membership of a £3bn buying con- 
sortium which also includes Londis and 
Cosrcutter. 

Budgens now concentrates on 
offering a convenient high street 
location for consumers to buy their lop- 
up shops. One of the most interesting 
parts of its strategy is to develop small 
stores on petrol forecourts through 
joint ventures with OS and Mobfl. Bud- 
gens is not alone in this area and some 
smaller formats of the superstore 
groups could form formidable com- 
petition. But Budgens could steal a 
march on some competitors as its joint 
venture deals give it a ready access to 
good sites. 

Finally, if Budgens cannot trade its 
way to a degree of success, shareholders 
could benefit from possible speculative 
interest. At 45.75p, down a penny yes- 
terday, the shares are not at much of 
a premium to net asset value of 42p. 
As out-of-town planning restrictions 
bite. Budgens' high street locations 
could eventually prove attractive to a 
larger competitor. With Henderson 
Crosthwaite forecasting fall-year prof- 
its of £8.$m, the shares trade on a for- 
ward rating of 13. About right. 
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Data Bank 


FTSE100 

4194.0 -13.7 

FTSE 250 
4580.2 -3.2 

FTSE 350 

2082.0 -5.7 

SEAQ VOLUME 
756m shares, 
53,806 bargains 
Gilts Index 
95.03 -0.20 


market report / shares 

Hopes of a deal generate new interest in Rolls-Royce 


Share spotlight 


270- 


snare price, pence 
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Rolls-Royce, in the shape uf 
acn> engines and limousines. 
capLmvJ much of the stock 
market limelight. 

In a dull, hesitant session 
Rolls, the maker of aero en- 
gines. pulled ou! of a Jong dive 
on hopes of a deal over its Par- 
sons turbine generator opera- 
tion, and Vickers, owners of the 
famous Rolls-Royce and Bent- 
ley care. purred forward on talk 
it may sell its vehicle side. 

The rest of the market 
seemed spooked by Alan 
Greenspan, the US banking 
chief. The man who sent shiv- 
ers through the world’s share 
markets last month is due to 
make an important speech to 
the Senate budget committee 
today. 

The fear is that he will re- 
peal his message that share 
markets are overheating. Af- 
ter all his earlier blast had only 
a short-term impact. After 
knee-jerk jitters shares recap- 
tured their old buoyancy and 


the Dow Jones Average has 
risen more than 400 points 
since Mr Greenspan’s cool- ii- 
down advice. 

After a bright start Footsie 
and the supporting FTSE 250 
fell from their peaks; Footsie 
lost 13.7 points to 4.194 and the 
250 3_2 to 4 .580.2. 

Rolls, stripped of the Rolls- 
Royce marques when its aero 
engine side sent it crashing to 
disaster in the 1960s. climbed 
b.5p to 2393p. 

It was re-floated 10 years 
ago and is one of the more 
poorly performing privatisation 
shares. 

In November the price hit a 
267.5p peak, largely on a flow 
of overseas orders, it has since 
fallen as worries have grown 
about the impact the strong 
pound could he having on 
earnings. 

Like British Aerospace it Ls 
pressing the Government to re- 
move a ceiling on overseas 
shareholdings. 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the vear 


lered a robust trading stale- live to a bid approach. It has 
menl, containing not a'hint of talked about the possibility of 


Currently foreign investors 
arc restricted to 29 J per cent 
of the capital. The overseas in- 
terest in both companies is now 
around 26 per cent. 

Vickers, with a wide range 
of engineering activities, 
moved ahead lip to 27U.5p. 
The Challenger tank group is, 
some are convinced, contem- 
plating selling its Rolls division 
either through a trade sale or 
flotation. It could feci the lime 
is ripe for a Roller deal; sales 
of Rolls and Bentleys are the 
highest for six years'. 

BT was another in form. 
Thoughts that the giant deal 
with MCI, the US group, 
could, if it goes through, 
sharply increase institutional 


interest lifted the shares 5 Jp 
to 423_5p, highest since 1994. 

Four profit warnings took 
their inevitable toll. 'Thorn, 
the rental group demerged 
from the EMI showbiz opera- 
tion in the summer, crashed 
4.L5p to 209p; Kingsbury, the 
furniture retailer, lost 945p to 
205 p after it said profits would 
not meet market expectations: 
and a gloomy message from 
Saltire, once Cannon Street In- 
vestments. lowered the price 
14p to 772ip. 

But the market's rage was 
reserved for Victrex. The plas- 
tic group fell 92 Jp to 173.5p 
following a warning that half- 
year profits wOl be down. A 
week ago the company of- 


lower profits. 

Burmah Caslrol, the oil 

group, was hit hy Cazenove 
caution, off 25p at !,041Jp. 
Merrill Lynch put a DOOp tar- 
get on insurer General Acci- 
dent. up 6p at iS2S.5p. 

There was a smattering of 
gains among computer shares 
with CMG leading the pack, up 
70p to I.lW5p. 

The hard-pressed spirits sec- 
tor displayed modest strength. 

Allied Domecq edged ahead 
3.5p to 416p: Grand Metro- 
politan 6p to 438 .5p and Guin- 
ness b.5p to 43S.5p. 

British Building & Engi- 
neering moved ahead 5-5p to 
55p. a 12-month high, as Bri- 
tannia. off 3p at 32.5p. said its 
stake is 6.89 per cent. 

It was the first time that Bri- 
tannia, a builder, had disclosed 
an interest in the hard-pressed 
building materials group. 

BBAE could well be reeep- 


a strategic merger. In recent 
years it has undergone sub- 
stantial restructuring and said 
in October, when announcing 
a £2. 25m loss, it had moved 
into profits. 

In a generally firm building 
sector AMEC was acth eh’ trad- 
ed, gaining 7p to 9S.5p. Tflbury 
Douglas was also in demand. 
A 520.000-1 rade at 56tlp in- 
spired a 45p gain. 

Hay & Robertson, the sports 
goods group, rose 9p tu I38.5p 
on its merchandising link with 
Terry Venables 

Tottenham Hotspur slipped 
172»p to 672pJp following the 
latest defeat ana “take profits" 
adrice. 

Ron son, developing as a 
luxury goods group, was hit by 
a run of sell orders with one for 
nearly $ 11,000 shares going 
through at 22.25p. 

The quote was lowered 3p 
to 23 p. 


Taking Stock 


D A rash of buy circulars on 
Robert H Lowe are expected. 
The market appears to have 
got wind of at least three rec- 
ommendations suggesting 
profits wit! bit £2.9m this 
year (up from £ 2 . 4m) with 
£3.4m likely next year. The 
company produces replica 
football kits for a host of top 
teams and its shares, up 
l-25p to 28 j5p. are lowly rat- 
ed compared with others, 
from football clubs to retail- 
ers. enjoying the sports 
boom. The group also has 
packaging and printing inter- 
ests. 

□ Eidos. the entertainment 
software group, has linked 
with MGM. It has obtained 
the European distribution for 
a series of computer games. 
including The Ultimate 
James Bond. Lust month the 
group raised £22m in the US 
by selling 3 million shares in 
ADR form. The shares are 
K70p, up 15p. 
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Economic management is not a 
party political issue. True or false? 


BA plays safe on the 
truth about air crashes 
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S o now we know. Labour 
is committed to following 
broadly the same person- 
al taxation and public spending 
policies as the present Gov- 
ernment. What does this mean 
for the business and financial 
community? 

There has been an under- 
current of opinion in recent 
months that, once the election 
is out of the way. both taxes and 
interest rates will have to rise. 
This, it has been argued, would 
occur whichever side won the 
election, the import being that 
pre-set policies are not sus- 
tainable. If you believe this, 
then neither political party has 
credible policies: the Tories 
did not have them, and now 
Labour has fallen into the 
same trap. But if you believe 
what Gordon Brown says and 
the broad shape of British fis- 
cal and monetary policy will be 
much the same under either 
party, at least the first question 
has become very clear, is that 
undercurrent that Britons face 
higher taxes and Interest raLes 
right? 

On interest rates the answer 
is easy: ves. The UK interest 
rate cycle is heading upwards 
and will do so for the next cou- 
ple of years. Remember that 
only very short-term interest 
rates are sc t by the authorities, 
and that a rapidly growing 
econorav will put pressure on 
the available resources, real 
and financial. So we will have 
higher interest rates this year 
and the only issue is how high 
they will go. 

Now taxes. Taxes in aggregate 
only have to rise if either pub- 
lic spending is not held to pre- 
sent targets, or the present tax 
levels narrow down the Public 
Sector Borrowing Requirement 
insufficiently slowly. 

On the spending side the 
current fashion is to say that the 
Government’s spending plans 
are not credible, for two rea- 
sons. One is that they are 
based on short-term policies 
which cannot be sustained 
through the life of the next par- 
liament: that they are holding 
down public sector pay in an 


unrealistic way, and have cut 
some long-term spending pro- 
grammes, particularly on 
infrastructure, to an unsus- 
tainable level. The other rea- 
son is that there are structural 
demands on public spending — 
more obviously from the age- 
ing population, but also from 
higher expectations from an 
electorate accustomed to qual- 
ity services from the private sec- 
tor - which any new 
government will have to meet 

There is a problem here on 
both fronts. The short-tenn 
criticism is at least partly true, 
and a continued squeeze both 
on public sector pay and on in- 

structural projects would 
pro. “ibly be more difficult to 
sustain under Labour than un- 
der the Conservatives. As for 
the demand for quality services, 
Labour would face just as 
much demand as the present 
government. Indeed during its 
years of opposition it has con- 
tributed to the idea that the 
prime problem of the quality of 
public sector services has been 
“Tory cuts". 

But none of this need mean 
that Labour would be unable 
to deliver the same spending to- 
tal as the Conservatives. In the 
short term it could do it if it 
wanted to simply by saying no: 
in the long term it could do so 
by putting even more pressure 
on the public sector to improve 
its efficiency. Question: is 
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One thing may 
come right. The 
UK may be able 
to sustain a lower 
unemployment 
rate than it has 
in the past 


Labour likely to be a more 
competent manager of public 
sector services than the Con- 
servatives? On past perfor- 
mance the answer would have 
to be no, but the 197% were a 
long time ago. 

Finally, is the Government 
narrowing the PSBR suffi- 
ciently quickly? Here is surely 
the best news for the winner of 
the next election. The PSBR is 


declining quite fast Have a 
look at the graph. The blue bats 
show the government deficits 
(in our case the PSBR) for 
1996, 1997 and 1998 for the 
UK, Germany and France. 
The forecast comes from a re- 
spected market source. 
Deutsche Bank Research - 
you have to take a market 
forecast for you cannot trust 
governments when it comes to 
projecting fiscal out-turns. The 
actual percentages may be 
wrong but the direction is very 
clear, the PSBR is whizzing 
down. And it is projected to go 
on coining down when that of 
both France and Germany are 
stuck at around the 3 per cent 
of GDP level. 

Is that because the UK econ- 
omy is closer to capacity than 
France or Germ any? Well, in 
the case of France, yes, but not 
really in the case of Germany. 
The red bars show output gaps 
as calculated by the OECD. 
These too are coming down but 
there is still a little slack from 
the UK in 1998. It would be dif- 
ficult to run an economy with 
zero slack, and all these OECD 
output gap calculations may be 
wrong, but we are clearly with- 
in a percentage point or so of 
having a balanced budget if the 
economy were running dose to 

full output And a deficit of 1.5 
per cent of GDP would be low 
enough to start cutting hack the 
national debt as a proportion 


%otGDP 


Output flap JMFtaalfJriJcH 





1996 1937 1998 


of GDE for growth ought to be 
able to average Z5 percent We 
are, on those figures, closer 
than Germany at stabilising the 
debt burden, while for France 
the problem is getting to full 
output in the first place. 

1o be dean the UK fiscal po- 
sition is not wonderful. A new 
government would have to ac- 
cept that, unlike France and 
Germany, there will be rela- 
tively little scope for further pri- 
vatisation to bolster revenues. 
But the position is not dread- 
ful either. There is no absolute 
necessity for increasing taxation 
in order to speed up the cor- 
rection of the PSBR unless 
there is some unforeseen and 
expensive disaster. 

In any case one veiy impor- 
tant thing may come right. 
The UK may be able to sustain 
a lower rate of unemployment 
than it has in the past. No-one 
knows the mi nimum level of 
unemployment that the econ- 
omy can manage to run with- 
out leading to higher inflation. 
But if U were, say, the same as 
the US. now at S3 per cent, in- 
stead of the OECD guest i- 
mate of 63 per cent, then the 
capacity of tne economy would 
be higher and demand on pub- 
lic spending would be lower. 
Get unemployment down and 
all sorts of other things come 
right Mr Brown is committed 
to such a policy, though 
whether he folly understands 
the need for flexible labour 
markets (and the element of in- 
security associated with them) 
is not dear. 

If this line of ai^ument is 
right, then there are important 
implications for British business 
and for investors in the coun- 
try too. Suddenly, with Mr 
Brown’s statement on tax and 
spending policies, UK eco- 
nomic management is no 
longer a party political Issue. 
There is, within broad limits, a 
new stability of policy. A new 
government would cany on the 
broad path already seL That 
path is more or less credible. 
So the question is simply: “Do 
we believe what politicians 
say?" 


The Economist recently 
flagged an investigation into 
“How safe is your airline?" 
on its cover, a blood-curdling 
series that suggested air 
crashes would probably rise 
with world air traffic. 

British Airways, which has 
an arrangement to distribute 
5,000 copies of The Econo- 
mist free to passengers, decid- 
ed to take no copies. Several 
US airlines did the same. 

Bill Enunott, editor of The 
Economist , is not impressed: 
“Some third-world countries 
ban us when we write about 
their nasty countries - we’re 
regularly banned by Indone- 
sia. Fm surprised to find BA 
in that company. This is un- 
precedented, and rather 
weak-willed of them. Boeing 
gave us a call, congratulating 
us ou our balance and good 
research." 

A BA spokesperson hit 
back: “We didn't want to 
cause unnecessary anxiety to 
our passengers. It (the issue] 
loots in depth at air crashes 
over the past few years. In the 
same way, we don’t show air- 
craft disaster movies to pas- 
sengers. 7 ' 
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Fear of flying: Expect more 


crashes as traffic increases 


On a happier note for BA. 
Concorde celebrates the 21st 
anniversary of its first com- 
mercial flight today. In that 
time more than 2 million pas- 
sengers have flown on BA's 
supersonic flagship in the ut- 
most safety. 

BA says: “More than 80 


per cent of Concorde passen- 
gers are business people and 


gers are business people and 
a a increasing number go fo 
the US and back in a day. For 
them, the cost of a day-return 
ticket to New York represents 
real value for money, saving 
the two days of travelling and 
the added expense of hotel 
accommodation 
Wonderful. That certainly 
puts my fears about rising bus 
fares in perspective. 


Is Lord Palnmbo planning a 
new City club? He is already 
a director of Capital Club, a 
private establishment near 
the Bank of England opened 
three years ago by owner 
Dieter Klosterman, who also 
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owns Brocket Hall. Capital 
Club offers elegant dining 
and hotel facilities right at the 
heart of the City. 

I ask this question because 
City Acre Property Invest- 
menl Trust, a company owned 
by Lord Palumbo, has applied 
to the City Corporation for 
permission to change the use 
of 37a Walbrook, a building 
he already owns and a stone s 
throw from Capital Club, 
“from office building to pri- 
vate club". 

Needless to say the launch 
of a new club just behind 
Mansion House and so close 
to Capital Club might be seen 
as competition. As a 
spokesman for Capital Club 
puts it: “I don't think the City 
needs another club. I don’t 
think it wants one." 

Mike Longshaw. managing 
director of Capita! Club, 
adds: “It’s certainly news to 
me. I haven't heard anything 
about this. Perhaps it'll be a 
second Ministry of Sound." 

For those readers living 
outside London and over the 
age of 30, 1 should explain 
that the Ministry of Sound is 
a “hip" nightclub owned by 
Lord Palumbo's son. Jamie 
Palumbo, in Elephant & Cas- 
tle. 

Sadly, a call to 37a Wal- 
brook. where Lord Palumbo 
has set up office while his 
nearby property development 
at Number One Poultry is 
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completed, failed to elicit a 

response. Never mind. I look 
forward to my invitation to 
the fust “rave" night in his 
exciting new club soon. 


Just as you're beginning io re- 
cover from the ill-effects of 
festive over-indulgence, along 

comes Bums Night to ruin all 
vour New Year resolutions. 
Neitf Clark, a firm of Glaswe- 
gian lawyers which has done 
due diligence work for 34 
AIM flotations, is having a 
London Burns “luncheon for 
journalists today, in advance 
of the Scottish bard’s birthday 
on Saturday. 

The beano at the City's 
Waterman's Hall will include 
a cornucopia of Scottish fayre 
such as Cock-a-Leekie, Hag- 
gis, Hoggart (lamb) and Cra- 
nachan (treacle shortbread), 
as well as a “blind" mature 
whisky-tasting. 

Ross Macdonald. Neill 
Clark's managing director, 
has promised to “address the 
haggis" which will be piped 
into the court room. A 
spokesman says: “The date 
has been carefully selected in 
advance of the official Bums 
Night to allow the directors 
and management team to re- 
cover in time for the Scottish 
lawyers’ bash later in the 
week." You mean there's 
more? Pass the Alka Seltzer. 
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Rough blow for Festival speculators 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

The Cheltenham Festival may 
be seven weeks' distant, but for 
Owners and trainers, nut to 
mention punters hrave enough 
10 play the ante-post markets, 
the fretful preliminaries have 
started already. From now on. 
the slightest disruption to a 
horse's preparations will call 
into question their chance of 
even reaching the Cniswolds. 
and yesterday it was the turn of 
those who have pinned then- 
hopes and hard cash to Rough 
Quest, lust year’s Grand Na- 
tional winner, to wince at the 
news from his yard. 

"He's got a bit of heal in bis 
near-fore tendon." Terry Case} 1 . 
Rough Quest's trainer, said, 
and for those trying to kid 
themselves that it did not sound 
loo desperate, there was worse 
to foljow. “When that happens 
to a big steeplechaser you've just 
got to stop for a while. Wc'U re- 
view the situation in a week or 
10 days, but it's nor looking very 


hopeful for the Gold Cup, or for 
the rest of the season.” 

In addition to his vicioiy at 
Aintrec last season. Rough 
Quest finished runner-up to 
imperial Call in the Gold Cup, 
and had been as low as 6-1 to 
go one better in March. Many 
bookmakers removed him from 
their Festival betting altogeth- 
er yesterday, and Coral also 
scratched him from their Grand 
National list, but William Hill 
continue to offer 5-1 with a run 
for the Gold Cup. This seems 
less than generous when you 
consider that, even if Rough 
Quest docs make it to the start 
on 13 March, an interrupted 
preparation and. perhaps, lack 
of a prep race should ensure 


that he starts at comfortably 
longer odds. 

Casey's frustration yester- 
day was compounded by the fact 
that Rough Quest appeared to 
be in excellent heart ahead of 
his next intended engagement, 
in the Pillar Chase over Lite 
Gold Cup course on Saturday. 
"He's pretty fit at the moment 
and he looks very well,” the 
trainer said, allowing those with 
long-standing bets to hope that, 
if his injury is less serious than 
it appears, a swift return to peak 
fitness may not be beyond his 
reach. Anyone that optimistic, 
however, should probably not 
be in the betting game at all. 

Such is the fevered activity in 
the markets at this time of the 


year that no sooner had Rough 
Quest's name started to re- 
cede from Gold Cup calcula- 
tions than another emerged to 
repace it. Martin Pipe's Cybor- 
go, winner of the Stayers' Hur- 
dle at lost year's Festival, had 
not jumped a fence in public 
yesterday morning, but after an 
effortless success in his first 
novice chase at Newton Abbot, 
he is available at just 16-1 (from 
25-1) with William Hill to beat 
Imperial Call and company in 
less than two months' time. 
That price is available only on 
request, however, since the firm 
believe that a defence of his 
Stayers' championship remains 
the’ most likely option. 

Cyborgo was ridden yester- 


day by Tony McCoy, a booking 
which came as something of a 
surprise to Paul Nicholls on 
Sunday afternoon, since the 
trainer believed that his “gen- 
tleman's agreement 0 with the 
champion jockey required Mc- 
Coy to ride his funner. Flaked 
Oats. 

As a result, McCoy must 
now reconcile himself to the first 

serious setback of what had pre- 
viously seemed to be a charmed 
career. Nicholls will now give 
Philip Hide first refusal on such 
excellent prospects as See More 
Business and Belmont King, 
and while the trainer implied 
yesterday morning that McCoy 
might still be considered as a 
back-up. Paul Barber, part- 


Maguire appeals against irresponsible charge 


Adrian Maguire has lodged on 
appeal against the slx-duy ban 
he received on Saturday when 
he was found guilty of irre- 
sponsible riding at Kempion. 

The jockey was stood down 
from 27 January after he was 


blamed for an incident in which 
Tom Dascombe, on Country 
Thrquin, was almost forced out 
by Maguire's mount, Adflov, ap- 
proaching the first flight in the 
novices' hurdle. 

Maguire had until 5pm last 


night to lodge an appeal He is 
awaiting advice from Michael 
Caulfield, the Jockeys' Associ- 
ation secretary. “Michael is go- 
ing to look at a video of the race 
tonight,” Maguire said, “and we 
will take things from there." 


Tony Culhane and John 
Bramhill were banned for five 
and two days respectively for im- 
proper and careless riding re- 
spectively in Southwell's finale 
yesterday. The jockeys' mounts 
finished second and third. 
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1£5: X. MISTER ROSS (P Caroeny 
everts tar. 2. Northern Union 5-1; 3. FPr- 
ever Noble 10-1. 19 ran. lY* na. j h John- 
son. Craohj. Tote: LX9Cr. £1.30. LXtsQ. 
£J.40. Df: £8 20. CSF: £5.26. Tnc: £6430 
3-S& X. CROWN EQUERRY (P CartKfiy; 
8-13 tar, 2. Boh! Account 7-1; 3. Tico Gold 
6-1-7 ran. 2. 1V-. (G RrchanSs. Grpvs*e). 
Tote: £1.70. fL50. £1H0. DF: £5.00. CSF; 
£5 86. 

2-25: 1. ELA MATA |B Graft*] 6-5 lav; 
2. Kemo Sabo 11-2; 3. Qenugfe 13-2. 8 
ran. IS. sta-nn iMrs A Snruank, Rrtimondi. 
Tote; £2-00: £3 JO, £220. £2.00. DF: £220 
CSF: £&52. Trtast £29.&0. 

2- 55: 2. SON OF IRIS IP Itoen] 6-t 2. 
WeshwO Boy 6-5 tor, 3. StotanaUqoe 2-L 
5 ran. 1, 2‘h. (Mis M Revetey, Sattxmi. Tote: 
£6.40; £220, £1.10. DF; £630. CSF; 
£13.74. 

3- 25: L. SPARKY GAYLE ffl Stony) 4-7 
lav 2. Chief Mioteter 9-4; 3. Stngkig Sand 
40-L 7 ran. IV*. 20. (C Patter. LocFertwjj. 
Tote: £130; £1.00. £2.50. DF; £1.80. CSF; 
£2.06. 

3- 55: L BAROAROS {M Faster] 20-1; 2. 
Pebble Beach n-2: 3. Hau0Asn lad 16-1; 

4. Ruber 7-1. 16 ran. 7-2 lav Boston Man 
(unseated nderj. 13, ’/*. (Miss L V Russell, 
Kinross). Tote; £22.50: £3.60, £1.80. 
£4.70. £3^). DF: £44.10. CSR £132.10. 
Tncase £1,738.12. Tno: £184.50. 
PtecepoC £12.80. Quadpoe £l0.3a 
Piece 6: £9.84. piece 5: £7.72. 

NEWTON ABBOT 

135: 1. JUYUSH 0 Osborne) ewru lav; 
2. Motoqua 11-4; 3, Coentiy Low 6-L 14 
ran. 7. 10. U Old. WrougMon). Tote: £2.00: 
£1.10. £1.40. £2.00. DF; £3.10. CSF; 
£3-30. TrKK £2.80. NRs: Lord Regal. West- 
ern Playboy. Lord Real 114-1] vwthdiawn not 
under orders. Rule 4 applies to board pnees 
only, deduction 5p In the pound 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Galapino 
(Lingffeid L50) 

NB: Ramsderts 
(Leicester 3-00) 


- 2.05: 1- SCOTBY (B Rtwelb 9 2; 2. De- 
M ndUt e i eJm33-l; 3. Shanegora Warrior 
33-1. 16 ran. 2-1 fav St MeSion Dnve (5th). 
4, 5. (R BucWer. Brtpon). Ttatoc £5.50: £160. 
£2.80. £6 60. DF: L43JZ0. CSF: £134.64. 
Tno: £116.60. 

2-35: 1_ INDIAN ARROW (C Maude) 
12-1 2. Mr Playfufl 6-1: 3. Good For A 
Laugh 12-1 14 ran- 5-2 lav The Lancer (StK. 
9, 6. iM Pw, WeU ngion). Tote: £16.10: 
£4.70. £2.70. £460. DF; £8020, CSF: 
£74.11 Tncast £831.45. Tno: £159.90. 

3U)5: 1 CYBORGO (A P McCoy) 8- 11 fav: 
2. Well nmed 33-1; 3. See Enoqgh 5-1. 
16 ran. 20. 22. iM Pipe. Welbngtoni. Tote: 
£2.10; £1.50, £7.00. £1.90. DF: £85.60. 
CSF: £45.94. Tno: £32.50. 

135: X. MAID EQUAL (G Supple) 25-1; 
2. EaMtg Court 8-1:3. Grange 25-1: 4B*e- 
faal 10-L 17 ran. 11-2 fair Texan Baby. 3, 
8. (M Pipe. Wetitfigon). Tote: £34.50; 
£4.80. £2.10. £6.70. £1.90. DF: £177.50. 
CSF: £190.41. Tncasc £4,624.73. Wo: 
f-1,346.00. NR: Jurassic Classic. 

4-05: i- ORSWELL LAD (N VWSarason) 
10-1; 2. Montebel u-2 lt-fav. 3- Be«s Ufe 
12-1. 15 ran. U-2Jt-fav Brofieen Lady (6th). 
2. 9. (P Hobbs. Mmehead). Tote: £12.50: 
£3.00. £3 JO, £4.70. DF: £80 Ja CSF: 
£66.56. Tncast £64653. Tria £187 5a NR: 
Space Capp3- 

4-35: 3- KANOS (A P McCoy; 4-5 fav; 2. 
Don Bettrano 10-1; 3. Royal Pot Black 

10- 3. 15 ran. 6. (M Pipe. Wteftngou TobK 

£220: £3-00. £280. £A60. DR £050- CSF 
£11.99. Tno: £62-20, NR: Clare s Sprmg. 
Jackpot: Not won. Pod of £10.194.70 ear- 
ned toward to Market Rasen today. 
Ptaeepot: £1^19,70. Quaffed: £41020. 
Place 6; £499.13. Ptaca 5: £456.65. 

SOUTHWELL 

145: L. SOVET KMG (S Sanders) 7-4 lav; 
2. Swandale ny«r 16-1; 3. Touteton Lady 
7-2. 8 ran. 17r. 10. (P Mtchel). TotK £2.50; 
£1.10. £3.00. £150. DF: £1250. CSF: 
£28.54. 

2J5: 1_ RAFFLES ROOSTER (Jo HinW) 

11- 4; 2. Maftun 9-4 fav; 3. Wbramartyra 
Gkt 9-1 13 ran. IV*. 5- (A Newcombe). Tote: 
£2.70; £110. £150. EL30. DR £5Ja CSF: 
£9.19. Tncasc £5041 Tito: £13.90. 

245: 1 BROCTONE LINE (A Curenel 5-1 
2. Aspecto Lad 2-1 tar 3. Neon Delon 33-1 
4- Senate Swtofe 11-1 19 ran. 2*. 4. IMre 
M Revetey). Tot« £5.20: £150. £110. 
£12.50. £1. 7a DF: £9.00. CSF: £1434. In- 
case £2 S3 .63. Tria; Nat won. 

3J5: 1 MONO LADY (C Rutter) 8-1 2. 
Three Arch Bridge 9-2; 3. CMdy 1U« 
ran. 41 fav Cats Bottom. ‘A. 2'h- (D Hajfln 
Jones). Tote: £9.60: £3.50. £3.00. £4-70. 
DF: £2120. CSF: £44.14. Tncast £495.62. 
Tnn: £218.40. NR: Queens Strader. 

3.45: 1 SENSE OF PRIORITY (Ale* 
Greats) 6-4 fM 2. Keter 2-1 3. Ftata 14-1 
8 ran. 3.2. (P NchoKs). Teds: £280: £110. 
£110. £6.10. DF: £2.ia CSF: £441 

Trio: £31.90: NK: Natal Jbd®. 

a it- i, WALK THE BEAT (D Sweeney) 
10-1; z. Blue Lugena 12-1; 3. Deeertln- 
iuferS-114 ran. S-l tav Captain Carac(4tfi). 
2. ... iM Meade). Totes £10.90: £420, 
£490, £2. 70. DF: £11680. CSF: £UIL6a 
Tricast £953.65. Tria £325.00. After e Stew- 
ards' enquiry, ptaongs unaltered 
Ptaeepot £87.00. Qurafeit C&40. 

Ptoce 6: £68-22. Place S: £46.69. 
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HYPERION 

IjOO Eagles Nest 3-30 Award 2 jOO Fleet Cadet 
2L30 Mr Invader 3 j 00 Seletan 3J0 Three 
Philosophers 4.00 Sanmarttno 

GOING: Ctae-t- rnuiM.- - (Inml m Firm ((■'»«] In 

liunDc-s - innift lu Null ((TinhJ in pluriiO. 

■ IbRhv-lsaml. ui'K+ukiunj; mirst', wn)> a stralRhi rmk 1 

■ I'niirv e- 2m HE nf i-lty uff.Vti. LxVivuv ralhvay motion (Lon- 
don, Si tanrcc -HicQh-ld Dm- 1 :1m. ADMISSION: Aduliin (OATs 
ST) (.VivimpaiuciJ undcT-lfrc fn-p). CAR PARK: Free-. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Lotblan Jan (L'-Oftl, Betfim (vMKrd) 
{ t.MOl, Bold Charlie Ivtaecd) |2.«1|. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Rrncmber Star Cl (til) lias been 
Mem SOTi ru1l-s by A n Smith froni BldcTonL Dcvnn; Royal Soon 
(1301 -mt 3U r > miles by p pnwt 1 n from llwriimJa-crt. Dyfrd 

li nnl STONESBY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
1.1 (DIV f) £2J500 added 2m 4f UOyris 

I 06J +30 DON! FORGET CUniS (11) G M Mom 5 U 6....-N Botooy 

3 £4410-2 EAGLES REST (31) N Hendeoori 6 11 6 MAHbSHdd 

3 0 FnECROWN (G8) Mo P nofaeson 7 116 MMriwdi 

4 P02WW HONEST DAVE (3) B Peace 7 11 6 .TJMaplw 

5 241-30 HUGDANIE (52) (BF) G BAtog 7 U G A P McCoy 

6 F-P KNOCXBRIDE (52) f Mtiphy B 11 G M Foster 

7 12 MOdMOHE TWHtS (BE) Us J Pitman 5 11 G -W Mmton 

B 633-033 PENROSE LAD (42) D Ntifrfeon 7 11 6—.» ...A Mapira 

9 0054 SEABBOOK LAD 02) M UHatson 6 U 6 JUaranca 

10 41-3 SIOUX TO SPEAK (42) Mss HHngi 5 11 6 B Fenton 

II 061340 SP9tNOO(JBLE(50) NTMXovDaue6 llG.-CUieialyn 

12 5<y WESICOIE1AD(990) WJenteBU E .TJaiAs 

13 M FANCY NANCY (74) Mss C Jotasey 6 11 1 L Harvey 

- 13 declared - 

BETiWa: 2-1 Eagles feet, 3-1 (ferae lad, 5-1 Uentawre Town, G-l 
Seefenh lad, 7-1 Sfeoi Tn Speak, HenfeAa. 20-1 others 

14 on I STONESBY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 

(DIV I) £2^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 QRI A10HGWAYDOM (33) D Garettfo SUE DUntay 

2 4 AWARD (40) R ROK 6 11 6 DOTStMnn 

3 3/6 BAIMY ML LAD (31) C Mvlodi 7 LIE IRKamfei 

4 ^ BELGRAN (USA) (452) B Reece 8 11 6 TJwkiV 

5 54650 CKAPB1ERE (38) T Thomson jonaa 7 11 6 M A Ftoflerald 
B 000-00 DONT *■*) F I DO (5(fl P Wa*ef 6 11 6 J*PScctt 

7 311115 EDREDON BLEU (BG) Mss H 5 11 6 JIDmuly 

8 154 HUARIC BAY [61) 0 Shemood 7 116 1 Osborne 

9 P LAJAHAAB BJSA) (31) J Qftri 6 13 6 PWe 

ID 0 SUPREMO (74 M Mflnsn B 11 6 TJOSUfean 

11 36560 SWFH0NTSSON[42) DNchobon6U6 Rltafebn 

12 AKWRCnCAJHBOwinnSlll MHwUmOl 

13 SPECIAL BEAT NHencfcnon 5 111 Mr C Vfert (5) 

-13dKftnd- 

BETTWG: 7-4 Amd, 4-1 Special Beat, 92 EWndsa Btou, 7-1 ncaraa Bay, 
16-1 Baaqr HB Lad, DoiTt Wnd Ifl Do, Syavhan|i*i Son. 16-1 others 

19 nnl BROOK CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS SELLING 
I 1 HANDICAP HURDUE (CLASS G) £2^00 An 

1 022412 MET CADET (32) (CO) (BF) M Poe 6 11 12 — GSvptaV 

2 5/2-0622 UMESTREFTBUJEj ( 34)C &C0te6119 JMBanyB 

3 OPO-4Q3 SCOTTISH WEDDING (32) T WM 7 115 RMaawy 

4 P5-066P HUSH DAMBS (Rl) B Peece 9 11 2 IMo£onl(&) 

5 24/5600 MDIAN TBMJE (46) K Bshop 6 ID 13 EHntaMl 

6 OOOfPP LOTHAN JEM (7) JWTwan 8 10 11 J6HQ0BB 

, 7 0000P- BEHIS CHOICE (323) J CTSbea 6 ID 9.—... JMaal Bmemn 

8 3224% »MB FOE (HQ (48) K Bute a ID 6 R Printer 

9 006026 SUGHILY SPECIAL (33) B ffens 5 ID ) — .G BaBngiw (5) 

10 3XV5PO TEDDY AUC1WSI (42) P)A*sL Jewel 9 101 

Sojtte Htchel V 

I 11 0P-P000 BOLD QMRUE p2) S MeDor 5 100 SHem(5)V 

12 6060 REME1BER SIAR IBS) A Smtitl 4 10 0 A Bates 

-12decfecd- 

ABnrum: IOsl True nei^ia Bold Cfarte 9st 12ft. Remember Sw 8 h 13B. 
BEIT1I& 7-4 Fleet Cadet, 3-1 ibne Swat Bines, 4-1 ScoUM Werfcflns, 
12-1 Berts Choice, ImBan Teazle. 14-1 Sdgbtiy Special, 18-1 oUwra 

I o on I RABBIT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS F) 
l=rj £3,500 added 3m 

1 4PUR3-U YEOMAN WARRIOR Pfl R line 10 11 13 DOUai 

2 012FP 2 MAESTRO PAUL (43) J Qfleid 11 11 10 PUde 


LlNGFIELD 


i dsn naM< ato fen US d|| 


HYPERION 

J_20 Mystery Matthtas J_50 Galapino 2L20 Mas- 
terstrate 250 Quiet Arch 320 Hever GoH Stormer 
a50 Matthias Mystique 4.20 Statistician 

GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: Inside, cxrvpi Im (outside I. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Middle numben. may tv ben for Of. 

■ Left-hand, sharp course (EqulmicJc surtteec i. 

■ Course b wrahven of town ira B!Si3B. linjtBeW «o*m v*erwd 
tv London Victoria) adjoins course. ADMISSION: One Endeeure 
sa. CAR PARR: Club i:7; remainder ftee. 

QIC RMW6 

[gwiua 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Topap 1 1 JO), Semse'n Nephew 
(31.11), Ben Gann fraon-d) (050), Formidable Spirit (vnored, 
3.20). 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Gktapino { i .00) teori 
at WoKvrhampton; Pmdan Cooqnent <1.00) & Masterstroke 
( C.CC J both won Ikic ou Tuesday; Coimriess Times (3110) won 
here on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Madonna, Do Romi (13») 
has been sent 288 raflos by M Dods from Pterccbridgc, Co 
Durham; AsJs (CSOl & Mirror Poor Sport (3.20.) sent 270 
miles by M Johnston Irom MWlrlmm, North Yorkshire. 

jTon] hungerpdrd apprentices handicap 

(CLASS F) (Dtv I) £2^00 added 7f 

1 3443-34 BMBA50M(Q(CnGLMOM5910 GRaAner(3)5 

2 630315 R«M{14fCD)MteGMrie^49SJaBrii(teBaiora(E)9 

3 00002-3 BUSHNGGRBUDIGR(U}MFaxi9ln>Gcdby5B4JFfedi3 

4 042-432 MWTOft'MAIIHAS(7)MBsBSaiitefs4810 

fotaasiBav 

5 54000-5 ALLSWS DAHGS7 (17) T J Nau9mn 4 B 4-P Fwsey U 

6 008205 MADOWHADAROSaCia)MD«S4B4 — lftaoM(5)B 

7 000006 DECANT DYNAST (7) (Cl B ftacs 7 7 13 — ADriyMU 

8 000000- JUSHWANUS (26) (0) ) BrtS^f 5 7 12 RBririmf[7)7 

9 ODD MAD ALEX OS) M dairies 4 7 10 OWlfet* 

10 6000-30 $UPRBreUlEI0HBttnaeny4 7M 

Darren WMwa* (7) 1 B 

11 WWW) DteSE0WY[17)lCj£CD^671D N1Mey6 

Mnhun wegre 7fl 10ft, True banfiMP adgW MafAfer Tst&hStmwe 
Aden A Dfa Caxfjl 7a 7 Il ^ ra H jc mtrtw AbriwyMllffWM. 
6-1 Afetara Dancer, 10-1 Obtest Dyisriy, 14-1 others 

ri' "c Til WESTT««THlCLAftmG STAKES (CLASS 
l±2rJ E) £4^025 added am 4f 

1 244060- EHGLEH HWAD6? (133) W R W'Churet 6 9 3^5 Sander* 6 

2 5604-21 6AUP»B(6)(r9(MGBraHy4 93 M)as»er3 

3 2S103-1 PERS1AR CfflIQUSI (7)(CD) fl Yean593_J WeaaerflB 

4 00838-3 2AHD(USA)»(QK8uileB93 l(W*i2V 

5 260000 8«HKWGHrpfl)0»«hDB4s485 ECita4 

6 00900- TOfWtW)Hfc*85 H Maw, 18 

-Bitecfared- 

BEITMG: 114 Griaptea, 3-1 Eitfhh tender. 4* Perstec Coaqout, M 
ZaMd, G-l Tapcp, 8-1 Bath Kri^d 

| 9 ~on 1 VSVUXHALL SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2 f S75 added 3YO lm 

1 4035-41 MASmE7ROKE(7)(C)Blferi»nfl7. MTtttett4 

2 506-5 AS4SC8S MJcfnSSJnBU IMbncrB 

3 630660- OUR KEVIN (BQKU0dne8U DRMeC*b*3ffi 

4 000- DfnYBGK(33) M WdBwB 

5 621606 HWSHMARCOIDPD) MttatSfi NMamsl 


6 4 36433 HOUGHTON (48) W Jerta 11 11 5 Mr R Baton (7) 

7 2U26P CALL ME EARLY (47) Mss J Gas 12 11 3 Ur J Rees 

8 P-P61DP HURRYUP [157) R Dete 10 U 2 RDoorady 

9 UU2-4-0G HR MMDER (35} (16 N GjBetee 10 11 1 WManton 

10 33U10P BENDm MARK (81) M VIMonson S 11 1 A P McCoy 

11 333-1PP BRUTWS BAR (32) ta P 9y 9 10 10 RMartey 

12 U1PP3-5 LAY IT OFF (42) CD) J G OTkri 8 10 10_ SCuran 

23 464215 PANTUM(29)(D)FJadanlU05 AWym 

14 536211 CAU.MEmaM40)(DtPriGdecr9104 JlMencc 

15 C30U1-3 JUST(MECAIMLErT0|49NIWsiDn-0Dies9103Xllew%n 

16 3W6P COMY ROAD (46) C Bmoks 8 10 0 DGaffitfar B 

17 P0-5651 ORAL'S 1ENSP0T (43) OR J Brasev ID 10 0 JIFterant 

IB 50F-0PP nwrs counts? BS) S Wdtore ID 0 EMofamlOlV 

-IBdadamd- 

AMmunr lOx True retfc: Opal's Jenspat 9a at,. Krtfs Courwrast 63b 

BETIMS: U-4 Cal Ma Rher, 6-1 Mmtn Pari, 7-1 Salo B« 9-1 Joat 
Om Candeito, 164 Mr Inader, Yeoana Warrior, 12-1 otbere 

Oftril OANJEL LAMBERT HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4^000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

I 112411 DW RMMN6 (FR) (40) |0) U Pipe 5 12 0 A P McCoy 

3 321005- MUSICAL MONARCH (383){D) N KsAe 11 118 JH9d»dB 

3 0-03521 REACANESQUE (USA) (36) (D) P Munfy 5 11 A... Jt Fferraat 

4 233302 WPPWW*(USA)P3)CMarri 5 U a.._...J» tkaannlyB 

5 2F333 EULOGY (40) R Rone 7 118 DffSrMwn 

6 414210. SELAHN (283) DOondafar. 11/ Dffett(3) 

7 103113- HOOOHfllNIBt (311) (D) W ienAs S 11 6 TJeria 

8 2105-14 HEMffiTtA HOWARD (47) OTIteDKa* 7 11 5-GHkfei B 

9 SIP-1 SMENO{42) (D)S Dew bill AHcteM 

10 US4-44 CAMMRM BOY (41) (C) C James 9 11 1 WE James 

II 441-323 SILVER STANDARD (50) (CD) T FbnlEr 7 10 12 —S Wynne 8 

12 213-4P2 RAM5BB6(6l)PBf)NTwa»vOMtt51010-CUBrari|n 

13 P3GS13 HANDY LASS (3Q J Smah B ID S TJMofeV 

14 0*25210- 6ARAIYBA (4G0) D ffchoSon 6 10 6 AMferie | 

15 P3213-0 CAMBO (USA) (47) 0D M Baris 11 10 1 DSfeme i 

16 ISWVy BOTFRStD (30B) to; J Ptinvn 7 10 0 .WMntea 

17 0(14-126 CASSMTS BOY (48) (D) R EcMev 6 10 0___ D Cdlfeer 

-ITdactarad- 

AWmrm yk&K IOsl True ae^TKrBpyltendBsrJJfeCasso's Bey SsrSBL 
BETIMb 5-1 Out RarifeG 8-1 Raamdana, 15-2 BAoRy, 8-1 Ktepaaora, 
10-1 Garalyba, Reof^nesipK, 12-1 teouno, SeMaa, 14-1 otters 

ro~onj DICK CMSST1AN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
1___J E) £4,200 added 2m 4f UDyds 

1 133-231 SUNGS8Y (41) (CD) N Gasries 7 11 ID Altentai 

2 082-542 KARAR [5Q R Rare 7 11 4 DOSrita 

3 3MMP-5 S0IMJ5 BOtDBI (40) J Wife 9 11 4 fe R Wriday (7) 

4 002)750 SUm MICHART (47) B 9U4 RFtannt 

5 UlfFD-3 THUS PMLOS0PieiS{50)TFa9er8 114 SMfete 

6 Q*503-P UNCLE ALfiYpA) MteH Kn0pBll 4 BFeriM 

7 QG83FF WOT NO GM (46) A J Vrisan B 11 4 M ARtzgamU 

8 PCP4C5 PHOMHrCCrriAGE(40) WJa*5910l3 T Juris 

9 P PRMINE reWT (EG) Ms D Vbhw 6 ID 13—G Hogan (3) 

10 B034 SNOWDON LRYRP Webber 6 10 13 EHwtaad(3) 

- ffl dfidMd - 

BEITWfe 84 Three Mafew, 52 Sfcfehy, 7-2 Karat, 7-1 UreteAtO. 
82 Wot No G&v 12-1 Seoadi Golden, tarns* Oottaga, 16-1 otban 

I I CRCDCTON PARK NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
L____J E) £3J)00 added 2m 

1 1203-1 RED BLAZBI (33) (D) »tesHrin^x611 11 DoriXM 

2 1 SANHARIMO (26) (D) D Mchriton 5 11 11 AUtfehe 

3 0 DAIMT (32) an F Jonfen 5 11 5 A P McCoy 

4 UCH IN THE CUMIOS T Forsfer 5 115 SWyow 

5 ITSnBUSBESS M Shqrrad 5 11 5 fiUptm 

6 0X02-0 LECBIE (3Q S Mdar 9 11 5 OaabUW 

7 MAH OF THE HATCH Us JRiman 7 11 5 Rlterant 

B 2 MOOKAX (42) (BF) B (fib 6 11 5 RDOOMSOdy 

9 0 NO MATIBI (38) R (fee 6 11 5 DO'Sriha 

10 0 RD) PHANTOM (32) S Mrior 5 11 5 EltateHl(3) 

11 5 REMB(4S) RAIWustSll 5 DBrtfentor 

12 OraSN 1 SLEA2ET (36) J G ONd G 11 5 5 Cam 

13 PO SPUFRE BUDGE (34) G MoCbin 5 11 5 RHob(ua(7) 

14 2? WH5H S8K (46) D Gandato 5 11 5 0Rrit(3) 

15 0- KNOCKBBT LADY (472) A FbSttr 6 11 0 AOnrahn 

16 156 STEMS SUND (SO) J Mbyte 4 10 13 JNRWb4fcy(7) 

17 0 APACHE PARK (USA) (63) M3e»o0 4 10 7 —.CLfcweayo 

IB 42 ORCtlSSIWI(3B|DMchrinn410 7 Datedri 

19 04 MPQDMGDANGDI(3G)KBikfeBb’4l0 7JRRfeaay(3) 

20 2 HORDERN RSI (43) (BF) Us A fferan 4 10 7 

MARbgerrid 

21 BP WORTH THE BU (31) F Jontan 4 10 7 PMda 

-21dBdared- 

BETlWa *5 Sraoaitao, 2-1 Moena, 10-1 Write SBk, 12-1 Darei, North- 
ern Fleet, Mae Of The ItstEh. lB-lHfe bite Ctaods, 20-1 ottMra 


6 3013-63 TN3ME (7] P D Evans 8 6 JjStedm3 

-Bdeeteed- 

BETIMGc 4-5 Masteritrato, 52 Tatra, T-lAfrte, 81 Huh Marigold. 
12-1 Oer Kevin, 20-1 MHy Box 

|2_50i ALBERT HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 
a dd e d lm 2f 

1 63501-1 STEA1R0LLER STANLY (17) fCJ C O/m 4 9 12 _G Carter 7 

2 W232U- BABOSSA VALLEY (22) (CC) P0UUB 6911 J)6dHBhB [6)2 

3 223100- MUDUMRRA (13IQ W Mu&Mn 4 0 6 DR McCabe B 

4 434600- UWDANCBt(U4)TMis4 94 SSaedrisS 

5 021641- SOVET BRDE (131) D) S DM 5 9 1 ADriyl^B 

6 46550-2 R0BBUQM (3) (CD) D ftbuBHX 6 & 11 DMantsrelV 

7 (Q5044- HO PATTERN (22) (OGL U»e 5 89 1 fere 9 V 

8 064500 SWST SUnTOSM (4Q (OR Clfeyer 6B 4 JStadi4V 

9 00302-3 BW0UNNC15HBF) PW»^i5 713 DWhfetBV 

10 3235-12 QUET ARCH (7) (CO) (BF) W Uri 4 7 12 — I Bnahl (7)10 

-10 teetered - 

BETTWO: M Banna Vritey, M ftabeaten, 81 SteacaroBar Stady, 8 
1 Qriet Areh, Soriet Brito, 7-1 Law Dancer, 81 Mutadam, io-l alters 

f o ofi l CHELSEA HANDICAP (CLASS f) £3300 
added 3Y0 6f 

1 603201 COUNESSTm(3)(CO)WMLir917(7d— IWM bhh(7)S 

2 005610- SPARXLMG EDGE (40) (D) C few 9 7 DRUcCateS 

3 606-43 SHOT WEAPON [7] KMcAi4fibB6 ASandcaB 

A 6302-45 CHASEIOMM FUBI (9 R KcIndiBBd 9 6 F Until (3) 7 , 

5 60130-3 SEHETSTS NEPHEW (10) (CD) 5 Vtifcams 9 4 ITMe4B 

6 400306- MABWIR DTOK (68) Bob Jones 9 1 MMnri 

7 333654- KVBtQOLFSIONMER (26) TJ MeieAaiBO— DHribnd3 

6 6000-63 MBROR FOUR SPORT (4) M JdfsonBlO — KGhad(7)l 
9 60& HXBMDAGIE SPIRIT (39) M HeWOn-afc 8 0_D Wtfel 9 V 

-9 teetered - 

BEnWG:»SipadringEd» 81 Cafetew Wre*. U atari Wrepoo, 7-1 
Samtarii Heytem, 8-lChreetoM) Ffer, Hew GcirSknw, 10-1 elhn 

I'qjcW I TOWER HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 

1 44302-2 STAR RAGE (Q P) J L Hams 7 9 12 JWaawr4 

2 4022-21 CBBML HAVHI 00) (C) T J Nation 4 9 2__D Holand 5 

3 006226- COLBriWE (41) (CD) J Sheehan 96 6 ACterh28 

4 03320-5 RAWOM KMKSS (10) R tagam 4 8 ft 1 Stack 7 

5 46454-1 THE GREAT FLOOD (UjCDayar 4 B1 IQateaG 

6 06*22-6 BROUGHTONS TOBAULA (12) (C) (9) WMuEsan 

_ D R McCabe 1 B 

7 62313ft- MATMAS MY50QUE Bl) (CD) M6S B Saftitas 4 7 13 

S Sanders 3 

-Tdedarad- 

BETimMStelbfe, 3-lGriMral Hauco. 5-llteUreri Flood, Catarid*, 
7'iewdrtcaa Fcnatev 8-1 MaUkiM MytOQiH, Random Ktadaesa 

[Xonl HUNGERFORDAPH®m(^ HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) (DIV 8) £2^00 added Tf 

1 43200-2 SDOJSH»N(12)JchnBeny5911 AavQohfc(7)2E 

2 343-330 HIWM STORM ®(C^D1fWtiSitoss9 54 

IbnYlWtre^ll 

3 620410- ABS0UnELYStUMi6(32) (CJMra8Wytnj>494 

NVteMf9 

4 241600- PANTHER (11^ PD Bans 7 92 Ae«MByB«ri(7)4 V 

5 A841-0 WVER SHfC (11) fCO) S Krtjft S 9 1 G Harmon 7) 8 

6 000600- RESPEHAflLEJft® (BO) (Bfl RHoirdwri 11 813— . 

lira Wsteoa (7)1 

7 50600-4 IACHESJS [15) B (fcnmord 4 8 5 CTteJiaB 

B 003000 SHfflBD0MWIH(D)RMRaioG82JSIBipB(5)58 

9 000000 WTOD® , RJPoutoi4712 —A McCarthy (7) IDE 

10 540040 MBS CHARUE (U) © A BMq 7 7 12 DTWW3 

11 0665-00 FANCY DESHH P2) PMtenefl4 7 11 PfMSay(^7 

- 11 declared - 

BEnWft4-lSlatiBtidan,81HraflStofin 1 G-lAhiobtri)f*tuBiteg,lad>- 
•tis, 81 Rber Setae, 10*1 Paather, Sbaynes Donafat, 14-1 rthets 


Juyush. an impressive winner of 
a maiden hurdle at Newton Ab- 
bot yesterday on his debut over 
timber, is among 50 entries for 
the Champion Hurdle pub- 
lished yesterday. Other leading 
first-season hurdlers attempting 
to emulate Alderbrook and 
Royal Gait by winning hur- 
dling's Blue Riband in their 
novice year include Boardroom 
Shuffle, Istabraq and San- 
martino. 

The Champion entries, head- 
ed by last year's winner. Collier 
Bay, are down by 16 on the ini- 


owner of See More Business 
and one of Nicholis's principal 
patrons, later insisted that Mc- 
Coy “will never ride for me 
again". 

Barber added: “lam very dis- 
appointed with Tony. If you are 
in business, a gentleman's 
agreement is binding. That's 
how 1 run my business, and as 
far as I am concerned, a hand- 
shake is as good as a contract. 
I can't possibly pui the man up 
on one of mine a g ai n , h is 
against my principles." 

Dave Roberts, McCoy's 
agent, made a fair attempt at 
damage limitation. “Tony said 
it’s all very upsetting,” Roberts 
said, “because they have had 
some good times together and 
Paul has helped him a lot." 

Roberts insisted that McCoy 
will continue to ride as a free- 
lance until the end of the sea- 
son, but the champion's alliance 
with Martin Pipe will surely 
grow ever stronger, even if 
trainer and jockey do not agree 
a formal contract Or, for that 
matter, a gentleman's agree- 
ment 


rial entry stage 12 months ago, 
but are the second highest fig- 
ure of the 1990s. 

SMURFIT CHAMPION HURDLE (Chel- 
tenrarn. 11 March) Entries: Beggars Ban- 
au«. Buraey. Boardroom Shuffle. Caste 
Streep. Chaprasav, Chefs Song. Cocteey LA 
Collier Bay. Coaerr Cruet Dantym, Dam SOL 
Dreams End, Edetaea Du Moulin. EmbeO- 
isned, Escanafi©*. Eskimo Nei. Guest Per- 
formance. Kill Society, I'm Supposin, 
Irulefence. Haatiraq. Just Little, Juyush. 
Kayaara. Khayrawaru. Large Acoon, Lear 
White, Mate A Stand, Master Tnt». Mister 
Morose. Mtsonguetz, Moonax, Moorish , 
Mystical City, Paddy's Return, Rater NostfiC 
Penny A Day, PndwBQ. ReteeL Ri0)t Win. 
Rod A Dollar. Romancet Sanmarttno. Space 
Tracker, Squire &&, Storm Damage, The- 
atRMorld, Tragic Hero, Urubande, Zabadi. 


MARKET RASEN 


HYPERION 

l_LO Pip's Dream am Beacon Flight 

3-40 Mim-Lou-And 3A0 AQadeer (nb) 

2JL0 HOLY STING (nap) 4J0 Donnegale 
2.40 Monymoss 

GOING: Ovses- Good (Good to Soft, patches); Uonfles- Good (Hood to Firm potdusl. 

■ Kfghl-hand, sharp, undulating arctiiL Run-in of one furlong. 

■ Couise b cast of bran oo 4C31. Market Rasen rail sutton (Lincoln - Grimaby line) 
Ira. ADMISSION: duh £ 12.00; Tattersalk JiO (Q.\Pb who are members of courac’a 
Jubilee Club half pncel. f.A» P ARK- pknie areas £J, remainder free. 

('CKt-l r iMfel B 

DP-J [e tri l WIQ . 

■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: Mm M Seveley- 2] winners &tkti S3 nm- 
nera gives o success ratio of 25.34(1 and a loss w a 51 krc) suite of 53.79; K Morgan 
— 1 G winners. 99 rrmners. 102%, -Sii. 12; JFtoGeraM — 15 tramer*, 93 rumwrs, I6.lfe 
-51-1.15; K Bailey — 13 winners, 46 runners, 20.1%, +513.73. 

■ LEADING JOCKBTS: M Dwyer — 3U winners, 1 1 0 rides. 1 8.2%, -539.46; P Niven 
—20 winners, III rides, iaO% -58-85; L Wyer— lSnmners. 100 rides. 17.4% -52.04; 
A S S«dth — 18 wtnncrs, 120 ndes. 14.4%, ^53108. 

BLINKERED FIRST HUE: Kamllrawi (240); Tycoon Prince (4.10) 

WINNERS Df THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 

LONGJM8TANCE RUNNERS: White Jfehri ( I- 10). Indlaa Jockey ( 1 .40), Baraitown BID 
(2 10) A St Menton Leisure (3. 10) have been sent 260 mDes by M Pipe &om NtrfwbKhayne, 
Devwv Easy Ustonfagf 1.10) »m 245 nules by N Hawke OomChartL Somerset 

pf-riTal MIDDLE RASEN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2325 added 
l-^^l 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2^60 

1 00-4 BARTON SCAMP (73) Ms H J date] S ftooteftw 5 11 5 NVWaBwao 

2 3 EAST LBIB8HG (USA) (40) (Daak Kaey Rrt) NHafee5115 C Monte 

3 042403 HGMY CHARMDK (34) (N Inks) M Banacbtfi 5 11 5 Hr A White (7) 

4 07052- BffllCATOR (304) (LatVAnne BerenciC J 5U5 PIHwo 

5 4 NIGHT DANCE (43) (Racecouse Medcsl Offices Aseoci K Ito^n 5 ll 5 ASSdb 

6 007 5HAABM ANA (USA) (647) (D P SEXUSt) J Smym-Otooime 6 11 5 RSfete 

7 0- 5mK£r6TUC(7)(PariaADn9ltojatMi6U5 Pfetetry 

S SURANOM (Mrs Dina Harei Mis D Ha« 5 11 5 IFTUey 

9 3-52 TOTAL JOY (32) [P M WBien) C Mem 6 U 5 IRritee 

10 PORTO 1DUWmUAClBI(a)(MBMafeaR0irinine)MSiMdv9U5 LOTtwa 

U 6/3-22 P^S DREAM (43) IP Eftcn) U Ryan 6 110 1 Ryan 

12 5nPTDS0MERHEU)USenri)BftWael5Ua -jtDoUki 

13 0 ANGUS MCCOntF (3B) Ohe Arfes Ifenaritoi U Hanmona 4 10 7 DBeritey 

H 2 HQIC(SCHaKX(25)f(beBttYeepeR)Mitesnnre]410 7 Hereto* 

15 00 NBBBSnR(3Q(»s5DnlDVMis.5finrii4107 RUndteeri 

16 35 SWYNFORD SU6IBE (4Q (OBteat HtMnQi Imted) J Botmmfey 4 10 7 JDcrek Brim 

17 F TOBY BROWN (3G) (A Srerren) D ficholscn 4 ID 7 RJrinan 

IB WWTE PlAVtS (Rd lata. Hu» trie) M Pipe 4 10 7 D Write 

19 00 P0NIEVEDRA(48)dtaPAlBu!B)KMcifei4i02 lftRIhomten(S 

-19tedared- 

BETTB4G: 7-2 iipnai n t adu. . 4-1 WMia Plaint, 9-2 Sarancm, 6-1 lfl<bt Danca. 81 Eaay L Htwteg. 
10-1 Total Joy. 14-1 Pip's Dream. IB-1 fefleater. 20-1 Tbby Brow. 2S-1 often 
1896c no correiporelrg meeting 

FORM GUIDE 

But tor a tofl mtetaFe at the final agn. HOFEYSCHOKE would probably have bearen the 
much more experienced Ro&sel at Musseftur^i, an encouraging first ran over hurries even 
if he wte gming 14ib (torn the winner. Rosset got the better of lUtfily-rated Soidat at Kel- 
so last Friday and. with improvement likely, Honeyschoice sfxafd play a prom riant pan (al- 
tfmg) he's now up a^mst older horses m a tougher race), (right Dance also ran wei fret 
Ume over hurries, imsfung tounh when Sherplcal upset Moonax m a big tea at Hunting- 
don on 10 December, while two newcomas that look certain to mate a race of It are Sura- 
nora and White Plains. On the Ftat, Suanom was h^w class Than Honeyschoice, Night 
Dance and Whoa Plains and, as he was a front-runner, he could stretch Honeyschoice and 
Kgn Dance bom a stamina point-of-vtem. Suramm's wins *i Italy show mat he Utes pterv 
ty of cut in the ground. Wtire Bstins. on the other hand, showed a proteronce tart&xgy 
mg in wmnmg four tunes tea year tar Michael Ben. He s now with Martin Pipe after chaneng 
hands ri the autumn tor 22.000&K. Another with a chance is Easy Listening, a useful 
son on dw Flat tor Rr^r Chartnxi and a sotsfactay tnud w Yto Again at Taunton lira wne 
over lumps. S e l e c tion: HONEYSCHOICg 

|1 AH) SCOTHERN HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £3,650 added 
Lz— _ i 2m If UOyds Penalty Value £2^87 


— D«te Byrne 

ZUkgS 


2m If 110yds Penalty VShie £2^87 

1 OiSZy JUHGUKNKCL369) (Mri COOkJ Klb^iU 120 ADoUfc 

2 113/0-5 GLAMUBHN (42) (Rex N oron) K Mofen 6 11 12 JISSwBN 

3 211-242 IBM-LOtFAND fB7) U 0 Mann) Ifes H Kitifft 5 11 11 lfrAWUto(7) 

4 101-211 CBO»UNE(4a)<MrePAHifelley)MWt!aHayfiUlQ._ PCriteny 

5 3433/P3 ISAIAH (38> m (Mbs CantneSpuna) Ms JCed fill 4 TKant 

B 232-523 EASSAN (32) (BF) WOG Raws M HawnM £ 11 1 — JtGtelBfr 

7 21-1130 INDIAN JOCKET ®a) p) Stat M Itererl M Hpe 5 111 D Write B 

8 25FP-53 EUROIWST (52) (D) (Unde Jacks nib) S Kedtowl 8 U 0 JtJohnoa 

9 5P1P8P STAR OF DAUD (U)6) (C) Ms S N J Enbrens) Use A Embhcas 9 10 13 IRjre 

10 1230&P MANOIEIE (60) B) Fteri) Me Mans Jones 6 10 9 Dm* Byrne 

11 5126019 MAJOR WAS i>K® pgi) (Pand S Parratepl J Gbier 7 10 3 TBay 

12 D1234P BASBNBt(USA)(55)(C)(PAheAew^)PKriewy7102 Kfiate 

13 53D104 GYMtatAK TIGER (7^ (C) (GimoskRacngCkJhJC Holmes 7 10 0 HWhmgen 

14 06-1421 GLENVALiy (46) |C)(ltaM Ulp3Mfl3 B Miray 6 10 0 ICtefeB 

-14 dedWTtii- 

Mntmum Mgnc Jfe. Tn*e raridfer we/ptm Gprerak TJ^r 9a 12KI, CfrnKriy 9a 8 &l 
BEITWR: 11-4 Chen Ulna, 81 Earatabt, 81 Mtu-Lon-Aod, 8-1 Sactew; Faaaaa, 12-1 Mmatate, 
Gyrate Ifer, 14-1 Isattatei, tadbn Jockey, Qrevtey. 20-1 Brenertn, 25-1 attare 
FORM 

Raised lift since he Locesttr win. areas Line needs to be better than ever to complete 
the hat -tuck, but at least he's on the upgade wftch a more man can be said toriheom- 
as.QrcuHUne»nsaa vmI aet*e there's no hangng about, but that shouldn’t tomarMM- 
LOU-AND, second to Hamilton S* in the Free Handicap Hunfle at Chepstow to October 
whan Yubraiee went off in front. Mm-Lou-And iadted a recent outing then » die two-month 
lay-off isnTa problem. Cvcus Line's process means that Eorotwist has e 27t> piri tor about 
six tenths on Haydock ranr*« behfnd Saw Cwi. Eurotwist was beaten m a two-and-a-half 
mMa datoier on tus return to Haydock but the tong? trip may have contributed to that de- 
feat and nc must bo a threat on these terms. With Ferny A Day Unstring third in The Lau- 
brona Hurrie. PlMsn’t Wetnetey second to Pfemy A Day looks a sohd eflon. That race has 
yea to throw up a subsequent wrrar. however, and Fessan looks vulnerable after bring to 
land me odds m a nonce event at Hexham. Having mssed al of last season. Wih was 
probabV sal in need of Uto ran when thsd of tour behnd Sewn Gafe at Warwick, but Sao- 
Sktar is fighting fit blowing a ttupfe Of Rat tons which Suggest he's n good torm at pro- 
gem. Sel ec tion: MIM-LOU-AND 

fo in i ERIC & LUCY PAPWORIH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
S=”J £4fl7S added 3m 4f lltytfc Penalty Value £3,048 

1 PPl-134 CHANGE THE R9GN ffl2) (U) (EDffcoGcn) Ws A Emtsicffi 1011 llJftR 1)100*8(5) 

2 261-395 TOLY 5TK8 (34) (BF) (Gam Itc&hHTD N TwlaotvOarosS IQ t3 CMaodaB 

3 /22P-15 OCEAN LEADS! (22) (BF) Hr Peter GbbtitiS) Mre 0 Hare 10 ID ID JFTtosy 

4 P55-433 SPARROW HAIL (33) (peter HeQJ FtoGHBkS ID 10 8 SJofenaB 

5 3/tWA CAUT)ESH015f70)(JDfnVibde)JWadeS108 MWBnna 

ft 4-PPPS2 BAWfr0WNBU.(3S)[C}(6lcSarti)MRpeai08 D Write V 

7 Al-Pfil HUAOCAHE ANDREW (25) (J A Moore) J Moon 9 10 ft Nfett 

8 3513-lft SPHOWSTON BOY (4Q (GeoO Mfflpg) M Ctapran 14 10 0 RuraBerry (7) 

9 4-556FB COOL YKA3HH1 (7) (P McOortagi) P ChKStTOt, ' 9 10 0 A55nRhB 

10 424623 ISCOfD LOVER (43) (Afai MlreiJM Chapman 7 100 WWarifegtoa 

-lfldetfcrtd- 

MW™*7i »e(^tn lOst Trne ternSap Sprowsmn Bof 9a 13*. Cbd Wtetther 9a lOt, famf 
toerSaJD. 

HEnWGt 7-a spaoo* no, 4-1 Britatow* Bt, M fel Tin Shut*, si Holy Sfefc 7-1 Hanfeae 
Aodran, 10-1 Cool Wsriber, Oeeao LMter, 12-1 Chang* Tht R«fe, 20-1 ottere 
FORMGUDE 

Last seasan. CAIL THE SHOTS beat Go Si^y over three mles and three furton^ at Sedee- 
feid and then flntriwdsBCond to the ssme haras mere. There's no do>4x that CaflDto Shots 
has tf» rerassary stamma and he was a fetr fourth behind the improwng iwy Houw on fas 
reappearance In November, also at SedgefteW, wid Nomw waamson is an encomdng 

choce of ndflr. Ivy House confirmed h® vrel-bemg when fie fdlowod up over course and 
distance, beatlngSi»nrowHaflftNrtflel8^t lengths. Old SpnreBton Boy finished a remote 
sum are) surely wouldn't two beaten Cool Weather (improved ran m first- time btnkera) 
had that ona managed a clear round, m the same race. Holy Stfng was a strong fancy on 
the strength of his Outdo thin) tn Parsons Boy but he was breugn down early on. Sines 
then. Holy Str^ has run below e x pectations m Pennine Pnde’e race « Sanger (4mlfl. It 


RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 

Bookmakers' ante-posi lists are developments - best prices are 
racing’s futures market. Read- in bold - in this sphere with The 
ers can catch up with the latest Independent's Tuesday service. 


WMareM 

5-1 

5-1 


Stor m Dama ge (P toxti&iOstirpi 

Dam Star U M JelferaorviOsU3tol 

Aftrtw Mogge IN lBnswn-Davies/10st3tol 
Btmaa y (R AtefUglOai Jjjj 


tew Maae tgj lasaiLDagsg^Bi 13-1 im 

roa y (R AhehurstriQai 1,®) l&i 16-1 

aa saa e MHeagfiaai ao-i 14-1 

bjfl ramr tox>icigahi 2Q-1 14-1 

Each- way a ouarier me odos. places 1.2.3. 4 (Nastxuy. Sar unlay. 8 fiteruaryi 


'-ff* » nUon (O Sncracod) 


Date Star (J M Jofrer som 
San ma rt ln o ID Mchotaoni 


SHR Suwon ID Njhotson) 

RoBtaal (D Nichoiwrii 

jftBtSB ID NKhcifeoni 

tenwy (R Ak etiura) 

Cockney Lad in Maaoe) 

Each-way a Quarter me oats, i 


WHbam HH I 

3i 

6^_ 

6-1 

1 4-1 

,10i 

14-1 

14-1 

16-1 

20-1 

16-1 

3 3-1 

33-1 

iChefflenham. 


L»dtyokti^_ 

3-.1 

&-1 

6-1 

12-1 

14-1 
18-1 
10-1 
12-1 
14-1 
25-1 
33-1 
20-1 
Tuesday. 11 


9-1 

14-1 

14- 1 

20-1 

20-1 

20-1 

_33-l 

25 -1 

March) 


Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase 


Horn (Tramwi 

hwrerial CaK tF Suinenandi 
Cooma HB <W DjngiH 


Dorans Pride IM Ho 


Crete Mm hm 

4-1 7-2 

6-1 61 


M r Muflhten (N Cha n»i 1A-1 14-1 

The Grey Monk iG Richards) IB-1 U-l 

Bade ID NHtoctison) 16-1 an.1 

JodmJ |P B eau morn ! 2lM 25-1 

Maamur rT Forster) 20-1 25-1 

Llratukled Mteaile (G ftenanis) 20-1 20-1 

CtraBuger Du Luc iM Pipsi 2<M 33-1 

Each-way a quarter (he oods. places 1.2.3 iCheirenham. 


7-2 7-2 

7-1 7 -1 

7-1 7-1 

ID -1 IM 

10-1 14-1 

121_ 14-1 

10-1 14-1 

18-1 16-1 

14-1 16-1 

25-1 25-1 

20-1 25-1 

33-1 33-1 

Thursday. 13 March! 


wouto be easier to aee him bounanfi back if mere were more cut in me ground, write Spar- 
row Hal runs here after berog taken out of the staying chase at Catlerick on Saturday. Ban- 
ntown BCD's second to BaBy Clover at FMtesurw suggests he's back m business, but this 
looks a bn tracer than the Mussetourgi race won by Hurricane Arefrew. He's not had 
much opport unity to show what he can do m staying handicaps, however, and rreght im- 
prove. CFF08> Ocean Leaders SouthweU won from Record Lover (I3to out of the hand- 
icap today) mijptt not amount to much. Selec tio n: CALL THE SHOTS 

[O Aril BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUALIFIER] (CLASS 
EJ £4^00 added 2m Sf UOyds Penalty V^ue £3^422 

1 34-3241 MONYMOSS {4D(SPwt* Mis SSnwh 811 2 J&hwlGieri 

2 LT3/ GSCHAL GKGS (B20) (CD) (Lend Ydrtuw^i) J Laf)i 9 11 0 KGarie 

3 21/3 MAJDRLOOK0Q)|32)(MsHJCl3t«)5DDOiriw911O ADofeife 

4 MW) DESPBWIE DAYS (41J (Ftal Nffiy) f tfirbv 8 10 10 WDm 

5 P DtSPOL DANCER (7) I E HSTB) Lto V .Vxrtsy 6 10 10 Mr R Ttontun (5) 

6 5F53 FAR ALLY (33) ifi Utter) M Sowo&y 7 10 10 DPartur 

7 /16F5/0- HALK0TOUS (313) (Attics- Cmaododoul Uns V Wtems 11 10 10 JfYnferaon 

8 Ulff- HAMER HUNTER (USA) (381) (Dr GMadanWohani Chiton 610 10 I A McCarthy 

9 11040- KAIKAZE (315) (Wafer B toerrixtiyl K Bafey 7 10 10 COTOwyerB 

10 03OPPP LEPTON p) UWPCWBS JCU1K6 10 10 Darek Byrne 

11 0 SHtSKT KAY (7) (Mrs C A CDmenh Mrs C Coward 8 IP 10 ..J? Catany 

12 6&2UPF Y«ORm)NmfOUTBO(USA)(3}|lfe4atBn)MSoweraOy81010 STaykxfS) 

13 3UP16- MKS OPDMKT (266) (Ms CB*e SirtUil D Mchcfeon 7 10 5.. RJabnsoe 

14 243400 SAKBAH (USA) (43) (S Kndtihg) J Fdenng81D5 P Healey (3) 

-lAdectared- 

BETTIIS: &-2 Hafor Look, 3-1 HtokopcOfi, 4-1 Mit* Opttinist, Mooymost, 7-1 RacnteBO. 12-1 Hank- 
er Heater, 18-1 General GjRp, 20-1 F* Afly, 25-1 utters 
FORM GUDE 

MAJOR LOOK, a 10-furtong Rat terra in New Zeeland m 1994, had two rana orer fences 
r the lB94-95campalgi and enpresswriy beat Fiftysevenchanneft and on others r a novice 
hunter chase at Utuweier n die A4ay. He did wel ccnstoenng hts inexperience and lack or 
a recent ran wrien an ll-length tfxrd to Oban on a return nut 32 days ago and Improre- 
ment worid 0ve him a good chance. HaDmpous producadGomehl0>-ciasatonncMrhur- 
dles in res prime but he has been generally disappointing Hnce landing the West Yarteftre 
Hutdfe at Wetherby In 1984. He was a gpod Jumper of hurdles and is no fortom hope to 
run we* After his lengfty absence. He has Joined Veneoa Wiliams from Mark Tompkins and | 
the change of yard may have ported him up. Kanilme has shown same decern hurdles 
form and has the pace to flgae (he S by Ki* out of Infamy) If he Jumps adequately, ma 
he rates a nsxy proposition over fences with the tenters on. Mlu Optfctest had won mares 
hturie races at Herefcnl and Wetherby prior :c winning an EBF novice handicap at Chel- 
tenham in the sprtog. That was a Grade Three event with good pme money and she Is vroith 
noting on ter chasing debut Hawker Hunter seems none too raftablr and Monymoes. on 
the mark in a novice handicap chase at Hexham last time, s a better alternative. He stays 
the trip wel and has an edge in expMenca over most of these. Selection: MAJOR LOOK 

IQ ml EBF *NAnONAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS 
L___i E) £3,000 added 2m 3f UDyds Penalty Value £2,T00 

1 002-123 BEACON RJGHT (39) (The Hqiflea IfetnaVtol B DsK3an6115 JlWWisninn 

2 223-3 BQIDACnON (38) (Ms Sfiw Btaldoy) J Nmon 6 11 0 WFty 

3 06 BOYZ0NTOOWA (42) (T H OoBns) R Ccrins 5 11 0 Bdwni&Bri 

4 3320 CAGT0FTIBUSAIDS(60)(M J Rees) C^rton6 110 JAUcCarby 

5 301322 DMRAKSHAN (55HHchaei H Watd kfes H Hrtigt 5 11 0 JRteton 

6 003 HARTOEC8fT(33)IAGhttiNM MsMRMley 6 110 PMves 

7 000-4 JATFCEE (4Q U F Oovpisnd) M Bteby 5 11 0 RPtrerii 

B 60 AENAURffl2)UAStaplKraoruPO«eSbrau0i711O ASStallh 

9 102023 PEACE l0ftDf6Q(S4 tor And Lady LSsDHame 7 110 IFTTtfey 

10 4- RBANDOO LAD (287) [J W P CUDS) J CltiSs 7 110 Derek Byrae 

11 U13-5 50U1HERN CROSS (48) (ROM Racng) M W EasteDy 5 11 0 PCriteny 

12 2013 SPENDD(B7)(MsSB«artCaitereoodlDMd«tocn5110 RJoGnon 

13 00 ST HSIIOI LEISURE (36) ®MeSai Estates USMPpe 5 110 DWrish 

14 2-40 TIC CROWB) OAK (45) flF) [Ante Umil NTuaw-Ofeo 5 110 C Maude 

15 2 DGRRM6 ROSS (3Q 0As R Wuma® J PWemg 7 10 9 Hte J Htixml (7) 

_ jg |fcirlnff (j _ 

griWB: 114 Bee cue F Rg e. 3-1 Dwteakaa. 4-1 Peace Lnrt, MSpeurid, 8-1 Cast Of Tteesands. 
81 HarMeceet, 10-1 Bold Aetta, Dm Crooked Oak. 13-1 Gouttara Crass, 14-1 otters 
FORM GUIDE 

CAST OF THOUSANDS, whose dam is a half-sister u anart chaser Oregon Trad and use- 
ful tosh hunter Tiananmen Square, can win a race of this sort. He made a good Impres- 
sion on ha huidtes debut to a 22 -runner affair at Worcester in early December, finishing 
esjKh. Ha made up a far bit of pound to take up a handy posttwn ea/fy in the stra^trt and 
was eased a good deal near the finish when it was apparent he wasn't gplng to fieire In 
the finish. Beacon FRgbt should hare no trouble staying the trip and he was oereriy mf- 
den by Cad UeweHyn to heat Peace Mud and DaralnlMn a Hu nbngdon in October. Quick- 
ening up after setting the pace at a moderate pace. He can confirm the form despite the 
5fb penalty, given that he bote the most progressive one of the three despite subsequent 
defeats at Amtree and Cheltenham. SperuSd has won and been placed m tosh bumpers. 
True, the torm rates nothing special but he can imprws under the David Nicholson banner. 
Southern Crow Is a possfcte after reasonable efforts in bumpen. including a Newcastle 
»m frern 12 rivals last March, terte Bold Action iptaced in each of hs tan tampers) gn*s 
the strong Impression ne waits hither than two miles and can be gjwn an each-way chance 
in this company. Selection: CAST OF THOUSANDS 

ro"57l| MARKET RASEN HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 3 £4*075 added 
2m U UOyds Penalty Value £2£92 

1 5122-23 AL1ADEB1 (USA) (52) [Q {Bft (Mbs V Fosteri M W Easterpy B 12 0 PfetenyB 

2 6P5423 LASATA (46) (D) (BF) (H M Casonl R CBROn 12 11 11 DManta 

3 P23-01T REALGLE (42) Uohn Stone) J CtiemS 11 10 Dltarie 

4 22H-64P KMXrS DQJGHT (46) «a6» Farm Stud) Mss H 9 11 2 — JFTUey 

5 aca-l tERBlBY SAD (4Q (ICO) fWs S Sumart PBeawrnrt 7 11 1 -RSvppto 

6 621243 CRAFTY CHAF1AJN (36) (CD) (D lUan) 0 Mt£an 11 10 12 DWriiA 

7 233413 REVE DE VALSE (USA) (43) (D) (BF) IR Johnson) f) Johnsoi 10 10 9.~— — K totawoo 

8 24-3523 DR ROCKET (3^ flhfl Hodefeas) R Won 12 10 4 H Wmmu 

9 82-4123 MARBLE MAN (4^ (0 J Leteri M Hamurd 7 10 3- RCwrtty 

10 fKJ 5*2 C0FPStCABt£(4q(DDWfe Lady Scon] CSmdh 10 100 HRwfer 

- 10 declared - 

MMiunKfehtrlOSL rnetesrire wtign: Copper Cate 99r2B. 

BETTfiE 3-1 Netbeitqr Srid, 4-1 Afekte. 5-1 Rate Ctoe, IM Dr Rochet. Matte Mu, 7-inteiria 
DBflght, B-l Crafty Ctaptata, U-Uanta. Rew De Vtow. 12-1 Laofe 20-1 Commt Came. 

FORM GUDE 

Mishaps to Cefflno and Zambesi Spurt eased NETKERBV SARYb task at SouthweU seven 
weeks ago, but he came home a dstance dear and Impressed race-readers. Netherby said, 
who Jumped boldly, was winning far Kale MHIigan on his Drat start since being trrined by 
Jumbo MMdnson. but has switched again u Peter Beaumont, whose horses are running 
wen. Netherby Said has more on hts plate tms time but nas fionc up only Ob end he stayed 
on strongly when. successful orer the course and distance last AprtL Afedeer has I2st to 
cany, but tales a drop to grade and Ids recam form looks sound enough. He feed by only 
a half -tench to peg back Regal Romper at Wetnerby in early November and he was a fair 
third to EaGby Joker and Deep DecEion orer two mUes and a half at Newcastle at the end 
of that month. Ha can gp wel tresn and could find his stamina coming Wo pijy with arah 
as Crafty Chapteia, Real Glee and Reve De Vatae ensuring a strong pace. Htatee'aDe- 
Egit Is beginning to took well handicapped and ran raA enough behind Too Ptush at Wind- 
sor In November to suggest hra turn wri come, while Real Glee can figure to the finish if he 
avoids mistakes. Dr Rocket nas yetro manage a ten here and usually runs wall at Tow- 
cesTOf. Selection: (flMERBY SAID 

nr*n\ WEST RASEN STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE 
^*^1 (CLASS H) £1^500 lm 5f llOycis Penafty Value £1,?87 

1 BUSraWHSWWWFH)CSntfi7114 MRangsr 

2 DOneftALE (Sit fbnon Lycett Green! TTat 5 11 4 — R McCarthy (7) 

3 FARM TALK (P3JCHW1) N Sowsrsty 5 11 £ DPwter 

4 WVERCARiaLL (NZ) (f*s P Dgckl) C Marti 5 11 4 P»«n*{7) 

5 JUMPER WLIMa PA LBuHMKMxgVtft 114 ASSnA 

6 MABNUSMABMUSPLarviBnl l*sSLariyrnEr5114 BCBhnf 

7 NOBLETfe iVre ACofcns) RCcftns 5 11 4 R Johnson 

8 AUSANGECW-moOftmeB) JOover51013 MrCBoeoerO) 

9 0 BIHOOKWiaWM (52) (Stepteth Crock PMneohte Jftriran510UU-VSWtay 

20 QTiKIlAKfiYPSY{Thnftma*Ttxro^*red techgCtbl G Hdmee 5 10 13_J) Santty 

11 0 J£S6CA ME fW IWH £89*501) MnMReveley 610 13 PNwn 

12 SUWKWfflMsWent^Smtti) UBartadaigi6 1013 RSnfen 

13 I*K)RG0U)£ftsns)to$S5K-i5106. NBentey 

14 0 tOSTIITlC POSTfll) (GurteetS C Thurtir-I ID 6 JUtarodafT) 

15 MYV)WT»G£(Steoh3iJCli1is| MWEaHHhj 5 106 fiMdn(3) 

10 TYCOON FfBHCE C E GnfSnsl D Sh» 4 ID 6. NBnonaoB 

-lBdeeteed- 

BET1DIQ: 7-2 Jeisten One, 9-2 Dig For fed, 11-2 Jtefef M, B-l Dataagrie, 7-1 A&IUde, 6-3, 
Lost In IT* Post, 10-1 bninta^L My Vatofie, 12-1 Cgracrah-Gfey, Noble Too, 20-1 otters. 
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A Lions captain must command his place on merit. We do 
not know yet whether Wainwright will be able to do this 


a* 



This morning I am in good spirits, 
not only because TfohJes beat Scot- 
land, but also because I put £100 on 
them and France in a double which 
came off. 1 do not suppose I shall 
get much back, though 1 paid the tax 
first: but it is belter than the prover- 
bial slap in the face with a wet had- 
dock. I also put £100 on France at 
15-8 to win the Five Nations’ Cham- 
pionship. England were 11-10 and 
)*fcles 6-1. 

The latter was, 1 thought, an at- 
tractive beL It looks even more at- 
tractive today. But I still think Wales 
will lose to France at Piarc des 
Princes, and that France will beat 
both Scotland and England. I also 
take Wales to make short work of Ire- 
land at Cardiff and to beat England 
there as well, even if it takes a little 


longer. So my prediction is France 
to win the Grand Slam and the cham- 
pionship, Wales the Triple Crown. 

In some ways I hope I am incor- 
rect It would be marvellous to see 
Wales win the title, though I should 
be more than £100 worse off as a re- 
sult.lt would be almost as gratify ing 
if Scotland and Ireland recovered 
from their bad starts. The Five Na- 
tions is, in my opinion, not merely the 
.greatest rugby but the greatest sport- 
ing competition in the world. Its at- 
traction lies in its unpredictability. In 
recent years France and England 
have tended to come out top too of- 
ten for the good of the competition. 

The performance of whies, at 
any rate, indicates that times may be 
changing. And, if the Five Nations 
has survived the foolishness of many 


(predominantly Eng lish) persons in 
the new era, then so also have the 
Lions, who go to South Africa in the 
summer. It was apprising that so 
much comment on the ScoLland- 
Wales match bad a lions twist to it 

Understandably, the Ireland- 
France encounter generated less 
talk of this nature, though even here 
the Irish television commentator 
suggested that Jeremy Davidson 
would be a strong contender for the 
Lions second row. 1 can think of five 
other stronger candidates offhand. 
But let that pass. 

The most fragrant case of pre- 
match puffing concerned Rob Whin- 
wright for the Lions captaincy. He 
is what I call the E W S wanton can- 
didate. I know perfectly well that the 
venerable journalist writes chiefly 



that he should be made captain. Richards, not so much in his style 
Wainwright is, as it happens, a of play as in his effect on those 
player of more then moderate abD- around him. An E ng l an d player once 
ities. He is a very good player indeed, told me that, with Richards in the 
but as a No 6 rather than as a team, you felt that anything was 
No 8. It may be that a Lions first- possible and, even more unpor- 
choiee back row would consist of tantly, that he would protect you. 
him, Scott Qiiinnel] and AN Ocher. Quinnell has the same effect. 
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So has Scott Gibbs at inside cen- 
tre. Allan Bateman outside him is 
almost the equal of Gary Connol- 


about cricket. But he has written Certainly his comments after the 
about rugby as well. He embodies matcb were ill judged. If Scotland 
what 1 have in mind. If a player of were, as he maintained, the victims 
moderate abilities is a former pub- of bad luck, it was his task to raise 


lie schoolboy, a Cambridge Blue and 
an Army officer- all of which Wain- 
wright is- the Swantons of this world 
at once get together to demand 


turn, bcott yumneu ana umer. vjuinncu uuc same m^ndria” in weisn - 111 - n .;**■ 

But it is too early in the international So has ScottGibbs at inside cen- Wales, not only 3 

season for us to judge. A Lions cap- tre. Allan Bateman outside him ts J® “5? ^ early 1950s in i»w 
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Wainwright will be able to do this, try in the competition to come up sung Card® af* ^ 
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match were ill judged. If Scotland they are performing in the made- the height of their asp 

were, as he main tamed, the victims outside roles which suit them best. reR d,, l at least the Welsh arc in 

of bad luck, it was his task to raise Though Jack Rowell could still - r1ieys onC e again. They no 

their spirits. This he singularly failed pick Jim Fallon, John Bentley or ** icxsk like Chnstmas trees, 

to do. He is certainly no challenge both on the wing if he wanted to. the on „ 0 ther encouraging 

to Quinnell at No 8. difference between England and That. s t0 be grateful for. 
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their spirits. This he singularly failed 
to do. He is certainly no challenge 
to QuinnelJ at No 8. 

Quinnell is s imil ar to Dean 


with a better pair, not least because 
they are performing in the inside- 
outside roles which suit them best. 

Though Jack Rowell could still 
pick Jim ffellon, John Bentley or 
both on the wing if he wanted to. the 
difference between England and 
Wales is that Wales's league players 


Cork intends to 
recover for Test 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Hamilton 
Northern Districts 69 and 259 
England 294 and 38 
England win by 10 wickets 


The Dominic Cork factor con- 
tinues to make its presence felL, 
and England's demolition of 
Northern Districts by 10 wick- 
ets yesterday was as much to do 
with his absence with an injured 
back as it was to do with his mar- 
vellous bowling on the fitsi day. 

Like a certain lager, Cork’s 
unavailability seems to have 
reached pans of his team that 
no one else could reach. His col- 
leagues' response with the ball, 
on a deadening pitch, was both 
impressive and heartening, par- 
ticularly in view of his possible 
absence from the first Test in 
four days' time. 

Moving gingerly, but not en- 
cased in the grimace of someone 
who has badly ricked their back, 
Cork admitted afterwards that 
-he felt a lot better," and that he 
was hoping the problem "would 
go away in a couple of days,” and 
that his back would “hopefully 
be all right for Friday.” 

Unusually for a bowler. Cork 
claims not to have had a soft tis- 
sue injury of the lower back be- 
fore, and his optimism after the 
gloomy rumours that it might 
take six weeks to heal may just 
be the bravado of a disap- 
pointed man. Mind you, he has 
recovered miraculously before, 
and the fact that he is not seek- 
ing expert help suggests the in- 
jury is short term rather than 
long. 

However, his captain, despite 


the joys of reaching double 
figures for the first time in New 
Zealand, appeared more guard- 
ed and refused to speculate 
over his thoroughbred's chances 
of a quick recovery. 

"I thought that Dominic 
bowled an exceptional new ball 
spell on the first day," Atherton 
said after the match. "He’s a real 
asset with these Kookaburra 
halls, which seem to swing." Un- 
fortunately for Atherton, it is a 
skill few of his other bowlers can 
impart with any frequency, and 
Cork's presence is vital if there 
is any swinging to be done. 

This meant that England had 
to make Northern Districts hop 
to a far more direct tune, with 
the Initial bars from Darren 
Gough and a final chorus de- 
livered by Aan MuLI ally, who 
finished the innings with 4 for 
52. With little wind to blow him 
off balance, Gough's opening 
spell was arguably his finest of 
the winter. Charging in from the 
City End, he uprooted Matthew 
Bell's off stump with the third 
ball of the day. leaving a stroke- 
less batsman standing trans- 
fixed over an empty stump-hole. 

For seven overs Gough grunt- 
ed and strained, never once 
sending down anything with 
less than maximum effort. His 
reward for such selfless effort 
was the prize wicket of the Tfest 
opener, Blair Pocoek, leg before 
as he whipped across a straight 
one that clearly beat him for 
pace. 

Pocock had scored 69 and 
had looked nothing like as as- 
sured as he had the previous 
day, his discomfort a clear tes- 
tament to the aggression and 
pace Gough managed to gen- 
erate - complementary fast 


Cullinan denies India 


India 410-9 and 266-8 dec 
South Africa 321 and 228-S 
Match drawn 


An unbeaten century from 
Daryll Cullinan kept South 
Africa alive long enough for the 
weather to intervene and allow 
them to escape with a draw in 
the third and final Test against 
India in Johannesburg yesterday 
and win the series 2-0. 

Cullinan finished on 122 not 
out, scored off 194 balls and in- 
cluding 15 fours and a six as 
South Africa struggled to 228 
for 8 in their second innings. He 
received invaluable support 
from the ail-rounder Lance 
KJusener. who scored 49 in an 
eighth-wicket partnership of 
127. Culli nan's third Test cen- 
tury saved his team when they 
had looked to be heading for de- 
feat after being set 55b to win. 

South Africa collapsed to 76 
for 5 before a violent rain- 
storm sent the teams back to the 
pavilion for three hours. When 
they re-emerged, the home side 
was quickly plunged to 95 for 7. 
But in a nail-biting last hour 
Cullinan and Klusener did 
enough to secure a draw. 

South Africa's captain, Han- 
sie Cronje, compared CuIIi- 


nan's match saving innings with 
Mike Atherton's 10-hour 185 
not out on the same ground last 
year, which saved the second 
Test for England. “Daiyll’s 
knock was every bit as good as 
Mike’s and I know exactly how 
Sachin [Tendulkar. India's cap- 
tain] must have felt because we 
were frustrated in the same way 
against England," he said. 

India's Saurav Ganguly and 
their substitute fielder, Pankaj 
DharmanL are to be charged with 
bringing the game into disrepute 
and intimidating the umpire. 
Peter Willey, during the match. 

final ray. tods hot kks 

MM - find bmfcigs *10 iR S Drama 148. 5 

Gangi* 731 

SOUTH AFRICA - Hnt IniUng* 321 [S M Pt#- 

kx* 7ft J Smatfi 5-1041 

MHA - Second Innings 288-8 Me I R S Draw! 

SI. S Gdurgu* 60. NR Mongo SOI 

SOUTH AFRICA - Second hmtoiga 

lOvenUtfit 4-n 

G Kirsten c RWhore b Prasad ..1 

A M Bacnar b Prasad J23 

D i CuMun nol out — 122 

*W J Cranja ran out 6 

B M MOM Man c Sub b Sflnatti .>.2 

5 M PofcCh D Swum 0 

ID J FBehanJson e Miaiuddm b fumble 7 

L Khisenrec Drawd b Kumme 9 

AA OxuU nra out 0 

Extras UbU bl nbU _ IS 

Total (to 8) 228 

Flfl (boot* 2-4 849 4-71 5-76 6- 78 7-96 8-222. 
Bonding: Swum 24-6-89-2 mbit; Prasad 15-1- 
59-2: iwmnie 23- 7-40-3: Ganwai 2 480: Ton- 
duftsr 2-0-180; Ganguly 2-2-80. 

Hnt Test portion): South Africa ■on by 32B mb. 
Second Test (Cape Town]: Soutn Africa won By 

282 ran*. 

South Africa win eerie* 2-0. 


bowling tools that saw him fin- 
ish with impressive match fig- 
ures of 6 for 74. 

As Robert Croft was mildly 
disappointing In his first bowl 
since Zimbabwe, rt was a day for 
the fast men. When Gough was 
rested, there was little respite as 
Alan Mullally and then Craig 
White hit the pitch hard. But n 
Mullally was the more impres- 
sive - the sharp caught and 
bawled to end the phicky innings 
of Michael Parlane was partic-. 
ularly fine - it was Craig White 
who wreaked the most helmet 
damage, with no fewer than five 

Han ging strikes c oming from his 
deceptively quick and accurate 
bouncer. 

In theory. White's pace is a 
handy weapon to have and it 
ought to give Atherton the op- 
tion to play two spinners in the 
first lest However, he is prob- 
ably not quite reliable enough 
(nearty half the runs he con- 
ceded were the result of cut 
shots) to be the third seamer, 
which makes the twin spin op- 
tion a risky one - particularly if 
Cork does not play. 

Unlike the bowling, the bat- 
ting line-up for the Test more or 
less picks itself picks itself al- 
though, with the home side 
scoring enough runs to make 
England bat again, it was in- 
evitable that the faltering form 
of the England captain should 
again come under scrutiny. 

In the event, Atherton was 
not cowed by a situation of : 
having to score 35 runs for vie- ! 
toiy and he played some force- 
ful strokes, pulling and punching 
as if making his way out of a 
large paper bag - which is what 
doubt really amounts to, given 
its flimsy constructs and short- 
ened perspectives. 

However, his epic foray into 
double figures was not some- 
thing Atherton wished to dwell 
upon. “The build-up of team 
confidence overrides any indi- 
vidual needs," he said at the 
post-match press conference. 
“I’m delighted by the way we've 
started the New Zealand tour. 
Our priorities at the were to win 
these games comprehensively 
and we’ve won both in two and 
a half days." This is a fact not 
unconnected to him winning the 
toss on helpful pitches - two fac- 
tors unlikely to be guaranteed 
when the show moves on to 
Auckland. 

77Hro day at tout: En&and mn loss 

NORTHERN DISTRICTS - first tnafatft 89 
ENGtAND-Rrrt tangs 294 iGPThwps ?L 
J P Crawley 65; A R T« 5-96. S B Styns 4- 1101 . 
NORTHERN DISTRICTS - Sacond tarings 
{Overnight: 99 tor U 

■0 A Pocock tow b GoujJi 69 

M D Beo b Gough _ _35 

M d Baiey c Thorne b Mulaftt >..26 

M E Parian? c A b MuBallv 74 

tM N Han c Wne B Mutaty ...... ...1 

R G Hart b iwate J 

A R Tas c Atherton 6 White 20 

S B Styns b MuSaty 13 

D l Vettoo c Crawley b Gou0i _...l 

D R Betviet: rw out 4 

Extra* (03. M. n03l .. 10 

Total (914 overs) 259 

Fat 1-9. 2-99. 3-114. 4 156. 5164. 6-171 
7-212. 8243. 9-255. 

BOHAve Corn 83-23-1: Mullally 22.4-7-52- 
4: Whte 17-3-61-2: Craft 288680: Gougi 
19-5-51-3; Thorpe 1-0-80. 

ENGLAND- Sacond l ra * qt » 

N V Krutftt not out 24 

*M A Atherton not out ... — 12 

Extras Itrl. nbll J2 

Total (lor 0, &1 overs) 38 

DU not bat: t A J Sisnen. N Huisan, 0 P Ttar- 
pe. J P Crawley. C Whitt. R D B Croft. D G Cwfc. 

D Gough, A D Mullatty. 

Bowing Styns 1-0-10-0: Bennett 4-1-17-0: 
Tan 3.1-l-u-O. 

Unpliaa: D V Come and C V King. 


Pakistan win World Series Cup 


Pakistan 165 
West Indies 103 
Pakistan win by 62 runs 


The Pakistan captain, Wasim 
Akram. shrugged off an injury 
lo spearhead a fast-bowling 
rout of West Indies in Mel- 
bourne yesterday to secure the 
World Scries Cup. 

Pakistan now lake an unas- 
sailable 2-0 lead in the best-of- 
three final. It is their first win 
in the triangular limited-overs 
tournament - they had beaten 
the West Indies by four wickets 
in the first final in Sydney on 
Saturday. 

Wasim said; “We told every- 
one when we arrived in Aus- 


tralia that we are the best 
team in tbe world. We have 
woo the competition and we 
have got a young team that is 
very talented." 

Not even a power failure 
that left the stadium in darkness 
for 24 minutes could distract 
Wasim and his team from their 
task. Despite a niggling ham- 
string strain, Wasim generated 
extreme pace, bounce and 
movement off the seam to dis- 
miss the opener, Sherwin 
Campbell, and the middle- 
order pair of Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul and Carl Hooper 
in sweltering temperatures. 

“I pulled the hamstring in my 
second or third over and I was 
just about to come off when l 


got two wickets in one over. At 
times, it was very painful. 1 ' 
Wasim explained. ’ 

Shahid Nazir, drafted into the 
side to replace the leg-spinner 
Mushtaq Ahmed, justified his 
selection by exploiting a lively 
pilch to finish with outstanding 
figures of3 for 14 from 10 overs. 

After losing seven wickets for 
the addition of 24 runs in Syd- 
ney, the West Indies were re- 
duced to 42 for 7 when the 
vice-captain, Brian Lara, fell for 
19. Jjaz Ahmed, the top scorer 
in Sydney, scored 45 when Pak- 
istan replied, while Mohammad 
Wasim hit 41 in the closing 
overs off 79 balls. 

WORLD SERIES ftm (Mstaunwi): Patasffln 
105: WM Irxfies 103. Pakistan win by 62 

inns and win Hast of three serias 2 - 0 . 
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Bark at the moon: A sled dog enthusiast prepares his huskies in darkness for the British Championships at Guildford 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


M ushers the scourge of lovers 5d rec 



T here is a leafy lane near 
Northampton where 
courting couples never 
go. In almost every way, it 
seems ideal: secluded, pic- 
turesque and easy parking. Yet 
lovers only use this romantic set- 
ting once. 

Picture the scene: your arm 
is round the one you love (or 
would like to). That old devil 
moon (the only light for miles 
around) is casting its magic 
spell. The moment is right. You 
lean over and... out of the 
darkness, lights blazing, comes 
a scene from Hell: a pack of 
wolf-like dogs howling like 
something from a Hammer 
film, hauling a man on a giant 
tricycle who is screaming 
strange words at them. 

"Yes, we've disturbed quite a 
few cars with the windows 
steamed up. They don't stay for 
very long," admitted John Evans, 
husky-racing enthusiast and one 
of the perpetrators of this un- 
usual contraception. "I feel a bit 
sorry for them. But at this time 
of year, night-time is the only 
chance we get to practise, be- 
cause we work during the day." 

Welcome to lhe~world"of 
sled dog racing, the ultimate way 
to parade your pooch (though 
nobody would ever think of 
these slightly sinister-looking 
dogs with their killer eyes as 
pooches). In fact, racing is al- 
most the only way to exercise a 
husky. “These dogs are not 
pets," Evans, a founder mem- 
ber of the Siberian HuskvCIub 


of Great Britain, emphasises. 
“As a club, our biggest expense 
is the rescue service, taking 
them back from people who find 
they can't cope. These dogs 
don't reach their height of das- 
tardliness for two years - and 
then it gets worse." 

Stories abound of huskies es- 
caping and tearing pet cats and 
hamsters into bite-sized chunks. 
Scarcely the ideal companion, 
you would think. But five of the 
Evans’ seven dogs sleep in their 
bedroom (most of them on the 
bed). “We’d get the other two 
in but there just isn’t room," 
Penny says. 

And this weekend at 
Aviemore. the Winalot British 
Sled Dog Championships mil 
attract more than 1,000 dogs, a 
remarkable figure considering 
lhal back in 1978 the first such 
gathering attracted just six 
teams to Guildford. This year, 
there are 53 sled dog races, us- 
ing not just huskies but 
samoyeds and malamuics. 
throughout the British Isles. It 
is a spectacular growth when 
you consider that the Sports 
Council refuses to acknowl- 
edge sled dog racing. 

•They say Che m usher's input 
is not enough to be classified as 
a sport." Evans says. “That's 
ridiculous. There's a sight more 
input than Prince Philip has with 
his horses. I'd like to see some- 
one from the Sports Council Dy- 
ing lo control a two-dog sled - 
especially in the dark." 

But even in daylight, mush- 



KEITH ELLIOTT 


at large 

ere can never relax and enjoy an 
exhilarating ride at speeds up to 
20 mph, because of hazards like 
rabbits and deer. “If the dogs 
see a rabbit, they will turn im- 
mediately and chase it," Evans 
says. "You end up in a ditch and 
the dogs just cany on. Then 
you’ve got to run after the rig 
and hope the dogs don’t go too 
far before they get tangled up. 
I haven't had any broken bones 
-yet." 

Evans is a photographer, but 
with his large frame and huge 
black beard, he could easily 
pas® for a professional musher. 
In fact, he has appeared in just 
that role in Frankenstein : The 
True Story, Goldeneye, Steven 
Spielberg’s Cartoon Balto as 
well as Smirnoff and Times ad- 
vertisements. 

He discovered huskies when 
he went to London to buy a 
camera. He saw one at Elision 
station and was smitten by its 
haughty looks, its widow's-peak 
face and its latent power. In- 


stead of a camera, he bought a 
husky, though he did not know 
that was what it was. "We 
thought we had a runt mala- 
mute. because there were no 
pictures of huskies in books. 
Then we heard about a Nordic 
dog show, went along and 
discovered what we had." 

The Siberian Husky Club 
was formed, and inevitably, 
racing the dogs was soon part 
of its activities. 

Sled dog racing started in 
Alaska at the turn of the cen- 
tury. Its most famous race is 
probably the Iditarod, a I.CKKL 
mile haul across hostile Alaskan 
terrain to commemorate a leg- 
endary dog run carrying diph- 
theria antitoxin to Nome from 
Anchorage. Nowadays such 
races are big business, with 
professional niushere and prizes 
of Sim ^600,000). In Britain, 
you win a trophy and dog food. 

Alaskans have snow. Brilain. 
generally, docs not. The racers 
mainly use Forestry Commis- 
sion land but at first, even this 
was difficult "When we phoned 
up about the possibility of rac- 
ing the dogs, they suggested we 
contact White City." Evans 
recalls. 

Without snow. British en- 
thusiasts have adapted the 
American training sled. This is 
a giant version of a kiddy’s tri- 
cycle, -with dogs hitched to the 
front and the musher ostensi- 
bly steering from a platform at 
the back. Evans says: "We are 
probably the best in the world 


TODAY' S FIXTURES 


on our rigs, but we don’t get the 
chance to compete because of 
quarantine laws." The rig will 
take as many as 10 but extra 
dogs are not always an advan- 
tage. On a winding track, 
manoeuvrability is more im- 
portant. unless you like dose en- 
counters of the tree kind. 

Huskies, which can travel at up 
to 25 raph, sleep outside at -40C 
and pull 15 times their own 
weight, are trained by being 
taught to pull a lyre, and progress 
to sleds. "Fitness is very impor- 
tant," Evans says. “Though our 
races are generally four to sev- 
en miles, w’e feed the dogs on 
greyhound food to give them 
speed, stamina and strength." 

Particularly the latter. Mush- 
ere must fix restraining ropes to 
their rigs once the huskies are 
attached, or it means a long 
Chase to retrieve them. Calling 
Here, buy," doesn’t work with 
ihese dogs. The only words 
they know are Haw ((eft) 

(nght ) and. best of all. Hike (gq) 

- probably so named because 
that is what the unlucky mush- 
er has to do. often for miles. 

Even in Aviemore this week- 
end. the dog teams expect to be 
racing on paths rather than the 
white stuff. “We pray for snow 

- and then we pray for our- 
selves," Penny said. Her hus- 
band agrees. “You travel faster 
on snow. But though we have 
nrakes. they don’t stop you. It's 
fine when you're going in a 
fraight line, but when it comes 

‘o comers..." 
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Football 

7.30 unte&s stated 
FA CUP THIRD ROUND 

GMngton * Derby (7.45) ...... — 

Luton v BoRm (7.45) - 

Watfort v Oxford Utd (7/45) 

TtflRD-RWND REPLAY 

W imb l ed on v Crewe (7.45) 

COCAGOLA CUP 
QUARTER-FINAL 
Ipswich v Leicester (7.45) 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Bradford v Bristol Reran (7.45) ■ ■ ■ 
Bury v Shrewsbury (7.45) 

THIRD DIVISION 

Cartridge Utd v Exeter (7.45) 

Leyton Orient v Wigan (7.45) 

Mansfield v Doncaster (7.45) 

AUTO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 
NORTHERN SECTION SECOND ROUND 

Carlsle v Hid (7-46) 

Yotfc * Preston (7.45) 

SOUTHERN SECTION SECOND ROUND 

Patathoroagfr v wwaatl (7-45) 

Swansea * Bristol City 

BELL’S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 

Motherwell v KHmamock (7.45) 

FIRST OMSKN 

Greenock Morton * St Mirren 

SECOND DIVISION 

Ayr v Stranraer 

Clyde v Brechin 

Dumbarton v Sienhousemdr 


THIRD DIVISION 

Alton v East Stirling 

Cowdenbeath v Albion Rover*.. — 

FRIENDLY MATCH: Raith Rovers v Bavem 
Mumcti. 

FA DMBRO TROPHY Hrst-round replays: At- 
tnneham v Grestey Rovers (7.451: Dwchester 
v 90ugi (7.45). Oantham v Byth (7.45): (tale- 
smen v Southport (7.45): Haves v Yeori. 

FA CARLSBERQ VASE FOusttHOund replays: 
North Fem&y v Stamford \ 7.451: WwstflNe v 
ConconJ Rangers 1 7.451. 

ICK LEAGUE Third DbfeJon; FLackmjn Heath 
v Nortthvwd. Guardian Insurance (hip third 
round: BwWM; v Bllenwy i7.45i. 
UNBOND LEaCuE Premier DhrMon: Barrow 
v Lancaster. First DMshm: Bradford Parti fn- 
enue v Farsfcy Celtic. Urriffla First Dhrtslon 
Cup seami-round replay: Great Harwood v 
NemefAeKL Third round: Raddfle Borough v 
Lincoln Utd. 

DR MARIEN5 LEACUE Premier OMslon: 
Gravesend & NortMtaet v HacOngs- Midland 
Division: Bedworth v Stafford Rangers. 
JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Printer DMskxc 
Harwich a PSrtesun v Tplree (7.451. 
SCREWHX DIRECT lEKUEitomtelXi^ 
Barnstaple v Taunton (7.4S). 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAOUE Pres- 
ident's Cop fourth rand: D efoer » MaWw 
Hucknall v Deraby. League Cup Odrd round 
replay: Pickering v Hall wad Rangers. 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE FbOt Dt- 
vtalere Btacfcpool Rovers v Burecough: New- 
casJte Town v Eastwood Hanley. Leaeue Cup 
second round: Mossiev vCtaiwroe. FloodHt 
Trophy quarteMhud: GKksoo vVainhall CM 
77.453. 


WINSTON LEAD KENT LEAClIE Fbat DMshm: 
Heme 60 ) V Gnwnvwen Borou 0 i i7 45i: flams- 
Caw « Thamesmeaa (7.45j; Turtmdge Wete v Cray 
WBndsnsrs. 

JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE; VUmfcome v Bourne- 
mouth FC. 

IMUET SUSSEX COUNIYIEAGUE First UvWsr 
U ntJiey Sports vHflAsnam; Fagiam v Sefcey. John 
O'Hare League Cup second round: Oafcmd u 
flmgner. 

LCMUE OF WALES CUP Qumrerth* flnrt tee 

Bany v Inrer Cawe-Tel CartStt: LlansantJtrad v 
Caernarfon (7.451: NeviKmn « Ian Pentre: Rhyl 
v Bangor City. 

RtSHLEMUE COCA-COLA RDOOUT CUP Flnt 
round flint leg: Omagi « Punadown. 

KAftP LASER NATIONAL LEACUE OF IRELAND 
ftannier Dhtatac Si Pantt's AB*sk * Ste&ura 
17.451. 

PON1MS LEABUE Prendre DMslow Oldham v 
Su*o <7.0i tar saiybrfdge cmki. sru-tteid wm 
* Evwion 17.01. Find DMston: Aaon vaa v pw 
Vale <7.01 ire Mhfeaf R3. Second DMatan: Omw- 
ty u Roinertam (7.0J 

AVON NSURANCE COMMOTION M DMsta 

OystN Palace v Swansea 12.0) (at Hough lm>|; 
Uiiwal v WlmMdon 

FA YOUTH CUPTMid round: Cownuy v Tranm«*». 
Hard round repLy BtacMun v Bury. 

Rugby Union 

CUJB MATCH: RAFv04onllAvvenrtyi2.Ci| iot 
RAF ate Norton i. 

Basketball 

7-UP^ TROPHY Quarter-Oral second to£ Chester 
Jau (9Cii i Thames v.niov T®e« (ffii % Oi. 

Other sports 

BOWLS: World indoor CtumpiO’vgNps iPresron). 


Devils regain 
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Ice hockey 

nomewm in the league this sea- 

son. jii e outcome was never in 
Cardiff Devils undid some of SS2V* led Wj *7 
the damage of Saturday's se? nSt {*!?£ Jennings got Pan- 
back at Sheffield Steele*. \he\ r mark - 

mam rivals for the inaugural Su Sharp slart was in stark 

perleague crown, with the 1 1 - ■> slack open- 

home humiliation of Nnttino" whea ^ suC ' 

ham Panthers on Sunday ° to a devastating first 

Noble led the way wi lh Sjg ^om Sheffield, who es- 
a hat-trick as the Welsh side Sailed a 4*0 lead in the first 
reopened a three-point l ea d at ft f ““I! 11 ® 5 ^d stretched it to 
the top of the (able lalSj! ^ buzzer. ' 

Meelers do have two games “in dl ^. s * 100 * c °ff theirslack- 

hand. ***** ne^ O W m the next two peri- 

Stev-c Mona (two), Ivan Mat- nJ L“ ?1 . and 3 "°r but Alex 
uhk (two), Vezio Sacra t ini J a - S lt S P i'?l team he,d 0X1 fof a 
son Stone. Ken Hodae "anrf CrU M 3 7^ win - 
Doug McCarthy were also on Npw° llU i 8l, ^ ni Pantfa ere beat 
j!,^ arfc Cardiff slV | ish T NewcasUe Cobras 4-3 on Sat- 

v P , r °/. ,huir tumble in a doubIe fro® 

south Yorkshire with ihe bfrLS Graham Wkghom 

proving decisive. 
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Burns sent to 
stand for a year 


Football 


WESLEY KETTLE 

Tommy Bums, the Celtic man- 
ager. has been banned from the 
touch line for a year by the 
Scottish Football Association, 
and has also been hit with a 
£2J WO fine. 

Burns has his case considered 
in his absence yesterday in 
Glasgow by a d isdplinary com- 
mittee meeting, which ruled 
on a touch line temper tantrum 
during an Old Firm defeat at 
Celtic Park last November. 

Bums had raced along the 
piLch in pursuit of an assfstunt 
referee, Eric Manindalc, before 
being restrained. He was later 
sent to the stand by the refer- 
ee, Hugh Dallas. Yesterday the 
SFA considered the case with- 
out making public its decision, 
but sources confirmed that 
Bums will now have to sit in the 
srand for the next 12 months. 

Boms was also lined £2,000 
to add to a previous line of 
£3,000 which was imposed ear- 
lier this season, but was cut on 
appeal to £1000. The Celtic 
manager, whose previous 
record always left him liable to 


a ban on this occasion, de- 
clined to comment on the de- 
cision which will leave his 
assistant. Billy Stark, in control 
on the touchline. 

The Hearts manager, Jim 
Jefferies, appeared before the 
committee in person and left 
with a £5(ltl fine. The same fine 
was handed out to the Airdrie 
manager, Alec MacDonald, 
while the former Scotland and 
West Ham full-back, Ray Slew- 
art. now the assistant manager 
of Stirling Albion, has been 
banned from the touchline un- 
til the end of the season. 

Jefferies clashed with Dallas 
and an assistant referee. Alan 
Freeland, after Hearts lost the 
Coca-Cola Cup final to Rangers 
4-3 at Celtic Park last Novem- 
ber. Jefferies claimed Hearts 
should have been awarded a foul 
in the lead-up to a Paul Gas- 
coigne goal for Rangers, but nei- 
ther Freeland nor referee Dallas 
signalled for the offence. 

“We were pretty hyped up 
that day about a particular de- 
cision and we let our feeling be 
known, perhaps over-zcaJously," 
Jefferies said. He accepted his 
fine hut was in agreement that 
a change is possibly required to 


prevent a repeat of the scenes 
in the immediate aftermath of 
the final. Hearts and Ihcir man- 
agement were kept wailing on 
the pitch until u rostrum was as- 
sembled at Celtic Park for the 
trophy presentation to Rangers. 
It was during this break that Jef- 
feries had to be restrained by 
colleagues from la king his griev- 
ances with the officials further. 

“I think there might be 
lessons to be learned,'’ Jefferies 
said. “It might be wiser to lake 
players inside to the dressing- 
rooms first and then have the 
presentation thereafter.” 

Stewart has been banned 
from the dug-out until next 
season after a row with officials 
during Stirling's 5-2 defeat at 
Falkirk. MacDonald was fined 
£50(1 for “using foul language" 
to an assistant referee after 
Airdrie's match at St Mirren. 
■ Railh Ravers have cut prices 
for tonight’s friendly with Jur- 
gen Klinsmann's Bayern Mu- 
nich. which is being staged to 
mark the redevelopment of 
Stark's Park- Railh have now 
made the game pay-ut-Lh e-gate 
with those who have bought tick- 
ets priced £15 and £8 to receive 
£3 and £2 rebates on entry. 



One on one: Cesare Mafcfini, the new Italy coach, talks tactics at a press conference 
following his first training session in Rome yesterday Photograph: AUsport/Grazia Neri 


Bergkamp fears unwanted break 


Dermis Bergkamp yesterday 
began almost a month in the 
shadows, wondering whether a 
moment's madness would put 
an end to the best form of his 
Arsenal career. 

Bergkamp, who has scored 
breathtaking goals in each of 
Arsenal’s last two matches, is 
suspended for their next three. 
It is his punishment for being 
sent off for a rash tackle on 
Sunderland's Paul BraceweU on 
11 January. With FA Cup re- 
play&and England's match with 
Italy complicating the schedule, 
it means he will not play again 
until 15 February. 

“It was a silly foul but I was 
■surprised to be sent off," be said 
somewhat ruefully yesterday. 
“It was my first tackle. 


Glenn Moore finds Arsenal's Dutch craftsman happy with 
sporting life in England despite his impending suspension 


match with Ajax aftcr.I was sent 
off for two handballs in the 


to the team, it is easier for me 
to find them and them to find 
same {game. me. English football is more dif- 

“1 will try something in train- ficult than it looks. When you 
mg but it is difficult. It is not the see it on television you think it 
same as playing matches. You must be easy because there is 
saw with Ian Wright [against so much space but, when you 
Evertonj on Sunday, he trained play in it, it is very tough to keep 
hard but when he came on he up with the pace, 
lasted only half a match. It wall “That mak es it more difficult 

be difficult to be in the same than in Italy. People here ex- 

form when I come back. pect forwards to do other 

“lL is a pity because this is the things, not just wait up front for 

best form I have been in since the chance, for the moment. 

I was at Ajax.” Bergkamp, who They want you to work for the 

has scored seven times for Ar- team, 
senal this season, added: “I still “But 1 would think that play* 

feel 1 can do better, 1 should ers like Vialli and Ravanelli 
“The suspension could be a .score , more goals with the would do well here because 
problem: -Apart from injury T ■ chariCes I have had. There is- - they are strikers who keep run- 

_ haveoewrJjea^uL&rsftiQD^ -jnoro Jo come femme, flics* Maybe, they have found. 

before, I have only been sos- “This season has been better the pace hard, it is why I have 

pended once before, for one for me because I have got used suffered more injuries than 1 


did with Ajax or Inter.” 

Given a month without 
matches, many foreign players 
would be tempted to head 
home, but Bergkamp and his 
family are staying in their leafy 
home just north of the capital 
in M25 country. 

“1 hove no wish to go to Hol- 
land," he said. "I feel OK here. 
It is better to stay with the team 
and keep together, especially 
when we are going well. 

"It is hard to say if we can win 
the championship. We have 
just had a good game [Sunday's 
3-1 win over Eve non] so every- 
body is feeling positive. The 
championship is the highesL 
achievement you can win. it is 
over a season - cups you can 
lose through one bad game." 

Bergkamp, who won league 


titles with Ajax but not In- 
temazionale. added: “The Eng- 
lish championship is right up 
there with the Italian one. It is 
easier in Holland. 

“Liverpool and Manchester 
United are our strongest chal- 
lengers. They have to come 
here, all the top teams have to. 
That could be a problem for 
them. We have to win those 
games and make Highbury a 
place that other teams are 
scared to play aL” 

Bergkamp collected his third 
man of the match award on 
Sunday and Arsene Wenger, 
the ArenaJ manager, noted 
wryly: “Every time he comes in 
the dressing-room, he has a bot- 
tle of champagne with him. He 
has enough to open a shop.” 

The Dutchman may be bet- 
ter advised to keep the cham- 
pagne bojtleson ice. They may 
come in handy at the end of the 
season... 


Mixed reception for Labour terrace talk 


JON CULLEY 


C 


i ’ •- 


Suggestions by the Labour Par- 
ty that standing terraces could 
return to major British football 
grounds has been dismissed as 
impractical by top dubs and con- 
demned as a “cheap gimmick to 
t votes" by families bereaved 
the Hillsborough disaster. 
Tom Pendiy, the shadow 
sports minister, says Labour is 
prepared to listen to arguments 
in favour of re-opening standing 
areas that were dosed in major 
grounds at the recommendation 
of Lord Justice Taylor following 
the 1989 tragedy at Sheffield 
Wednesday's stadium, when 95 
spectators died as a result of a 


crush on the terraces at an FA 
Cup semi-final. 

Pendiy is endorsing an elec- 
tronic crowd monitoring system 
developed by an engineering 
firm in Warrington which, it is 
claimed, makes standing ter- 
races safe. The move has been 
welcomed by football support- 
ers’ groups, who say many fans 
would still prefer to stand at 
matches despite the massive up- 
grading of facilities that fol- 
lowed the Thylor Report. 

But the FA Carling Premier- 
ship and the Football League 
yesterday expressed doubts that 
dubs in the Premiership and the 
Nationwide League First Divi- 
sion would be prepared to re-in- 
troduce standing areas, and a 


Football Association spokes- 
man, Steve Double, said: “Clubs 
would see going back to terraces 
as something involving a lot 
more expense." 

Trevor Hicks, the chairman of 
the Hillsborough Families’ Sup- 
port Group, who lost two 
daughters at Hillsborough, at- 
tacked Lhe move as a “retro- 
grade and potentially dangerous 
step for which there is no sen- 
sible argument in support. One 
could be churlish and say it is 
a cheap gimmick to get votes.." 

Pendry said that there was a 
great feeling among fans that all- 
seal stadiums lack the atmos- 
phere generated by the packed 
terraces of old and that high 
charges for seats were pricing cer- 


tain spectators out of the game. 
"No one is advocating going 
back to standing areas all across 
the ground,” he said. “But foot- 
ball supporters are saying that 
there should be a healthy mix. 
We owe it to the people who died 
at Hillsborough, Heysel and 
Bradford to make sure that safe- 
ty is paramount, but nuclear sci- 
entists in Warrington have 
developed these safe standing ar- 
eas ana we have to look at iL" 
A research team at NNC, 
formerly the National Nuclear 
Corporation but now a private 
engineering consultancy, devised 
the system in the wake of HflJs- 
borougb but too late for consid- 
eration by Lord Justice Taylor. 
No football dub approached 


about the system has taken it up, 
but a version was used to aid 
crowd safety in Trafalgar Square 
on New Year’s Eve. 

The system works by installing 
pressure sensors at strategic 
points, such as crush barriers and 
exit gales. These are linked to a 
computer screen which would 
warn if crowd pressure was 
reaching dangerous levels. 

Rngan Taylor, a former chair- 
man of the Football Supporters’ 
Association and now a football 
researcher at Liverpool Uni- 
versity, welcomed Pendiy’s 
move. “Fans really miss the 
terraces," he said. “Going to see 
Liverpool is not the same as it 
once was.” 

Leading article, page 11 


FA to combat 
last-minute 
cancellations 


The Football Association has 
stepped in to avoid a repetition 
of the furore caused by last 
week's last-minute cancella- 
tions in the FA Cup. 

The FA Competitions secre- 
tary, Steve Dark, has written to 
all the clubs left in the compe- 
tition, advising them of new 
guidelines designed to prevent 
fans making pointless journeys. 

Clark has ordered the home 
elute to ensure the match offi- 
cial - or an FA appointed ref- 
eree - inspects the pitch before 
the likely departure time of vis- 
iting fans. Pilch inspections 
should also take place the day 
before the game if it is fell tha't 
the match is in doubt. 

Clubs are also being ordered 
to monitor pilch conditions 
and advise the FA and the me- 
dia of inspections if they are 
necessary, while fans should 
not be allowed into grounds if 
there is any chance of the game 
being called off. 

Steve Double, the FA 
spokesman, said: “We want to 
do what we can to avoid fans 
having long, expensive and 
wasted journeys.” 

Leeds United’s new owners 
are attempting to purchase El- 
land Road from the city coun- 
cil. The local authority bought 
the ground in 1985 for £2.5 m, 
but now Caspian is ready to pay 
double that amount to buy it 
back. However, the council 
values the ground at around 
£2Dm. 

Stoke City's new £15m 
ground, to be opened in August, 
will be named the Britannia 
Stadium after a 10-year spon- 
sorship deal with Lhe Britannia 
Building Society worth £1.3m. 
The main road leading to the 
site will be called Stanley 
Matthews Wav. 


sport 

Larder looks 
to former club 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADF1ELD 

Phil Larder, the Sheffield Eagles 
coach, got his men within min- 
utes of yesterday's Challenge 
Cup deadline, when he signed 
Martin Wood and Nick Pinkney 
from his former club, Keighley. 

Sheffield have had to pan 
with £95,000 plus the veteran 
full-back Mark Gomson. one of 
the first players the club signed 
when it was set up in 19S4. 

Larder failed to land his oth- 
er target, Widnes' utility, for- 
ward, Steve McCurrie. but says 
he is still interested m him de- 
spite missing the deadline. 

Warrington have moved to 
counter their pre-season prop 
crisis by signing the Leeds for- 
ward George Mann on loan un- 
til Lhe end of June. The club 
suffered a triple blow in the 
friendly against Salford on Sun- 
day when they lost one front- 
rower. Mark Hilton, with 
serious shoulder damage and 
two others, Gaiy Chambers and 
Dallas Mead, with leg injuries. 

Hilton will need an operation 
and could miss the whole of the 
Super League season, while 
Mead and Chambers will be out 
for at least two weeks, raising 
the fear that thev could miss the 


start of Warrington's Challenge 
Cup campaign. 

Having tried and failed to re- 
sign their former player Steve 
Molloy from Feathcrsionc. 
Warrington switched their at- 
tention to the experienced New 
Zealand Test forward, who was 
not offered new terms at Head- 
ingley for this season. 

The other major signing on a 
deadline day now oddly strand- 
ed in the middle of the dose 
season saw' Wigan finally able to 
register the Auckland Warriors 
hack-rower. Stuart Lester. 
Lester had been refused a work 
permit, but that difficulty has 
now been overcome. 

Jon Hamer, who played for 
the Bradford Bulls in last year’s 
Challenge Cup final, has com- 
pleted his move to Second Di- 
vision York. 

Tommy Manvn has become Sl 
H elens' latest representative in 
the Great Britain squad for the 
World Nines in Townsville at the 
end of this month. The original 
selection, limited to one player 
per club, was Keiron Cunning- 
ham. who pulled out whh a re- 
currence of a knee injury. Now 
Bobbie Gouiding - in dispute 
with St Helens” over an im- 
proved deal - has withdrawn, af- 
ter originally agreeing to be 
Cunningham's replacement. 


Palmer leaves BOA 
to aid Academy bid 


Olympic Games 


Dick Palmer is to relinquish his 
position as general secretary of 
the British Olympic Association 
after 20 years to concentrate on 
the BOA's bid to establish a 
British Academy of Sport. 

“The Academy of Sport is so 
important to the BOA," he said, 
it epitomises what we are all 
about Our role in the project is 
critical. 1 am devoting myself full- 
time to develop that input.” 

The BOA are one of three 
groups involved in one of the 13 
sites, the former United States 
Air Base at Upper Heyford, 
near Oxford, that have' been 
shortlisted for the academy. 
They face strong opposition 
from other bidders, including 
ones in the East Midlands. 
Sheffield, Bath, Manchester 
and Birmingham. 

Meetings to assess the bids 
are to be held between 3 and 1 1 


February and the Sports Coun- 
cil is expected to announce the 
successful bid in mid-March. 

“The aim of the academy is 
to improve sport across the 
board and to help our athletes 
perform better on the interna- 
tional scene.” Palmer said. 

The BOA chairman, Craig 
Recdie, called the proposal to 
establish an academy “the most 
exciting and significant devel- 
opment in British sport for 
many years”. He said: “St will en- 
able our sportsmen and women 
to compete on equal Icims with 
the best in the world." 

He said of Palmer “His rep- 
utation in this country and in the 
Olympic movement world-wide 
is unparalleled." 

Palmer, a member of the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee 
Commission for the 2000 
Olympic Games in Sydney, will 
be succeeded by his deputy, Si- 
mon Clegg, as the acting gen- 
eral secretary of the BOA. 


Arrowsmith on target 


Figure skating 


Britain's Jenna Arrowsmith fin- 
ished 13th in her qualifying 
group in the EuropeanChamp- 
\onships m Paris yesterday, 
good enough to win her a place 
in Friday s short programme. 

Arrowsmith, 16, was skating in 
Group A. won by Maria Bu- 
tyrskaya of Russia. The Ukrain- 
ian, Elena Uashenko. led the 
second group of skaters. 

S uiya Bonaly, France’s five 
times European champion who 
is competing in her first major 
competition since suffering an 
Achilles injury doing acrobatics 


in May, struggled to qualify in 
sixth place in Group B. 

Bonaly won a place in the 
French team at the last minute 
after appealing againsL her fed- 
eration's decision to drop her on 
the grounds that she was not fit 

“I think I can be better when 
it is more serious." Bonaly said. 
“I was a bit scared and it was 
stupid to be scared for this be- 
cause it was just a qualification. 
But it was difficult for me to be 
in good shape for this one. 
Right now my confidence is only 
about 60 per cent." 

She completed only three 
triples in her routine, "two toe 
loops and a salchow. 
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Negura faces drugs ban 


Athletics 

Romania’s lulia Negura could 
be stripped of her European 
women's cross-country title and 
banned for four years after 
testing positive for steroids. 

The Romanian athletics fed- 
eration said yesterday that Ne- 
gura failed two doping control 
tests last month, both times for 
the steroid stanozolol - the 
same drug which led to the Ca-. 
naffian sprinter Ben Johnson be- 
ing thrown out of the 1988 
Olympic Games. 

Nicolae Marasescu, the head 
of the Romanian federation, 
said Negura failed an out-of- 
competition test in Romania on 
4 December. She tested positive 


again after winning the Euro- 
pean CTOss- Country Champion- 
ships in Charleroi, Belgium, on 
1 6 December. “An investigation 
is underway and for the moment 
she is not allowed to compete," 
Marasescu said. 

Under the rules of the In- 
ternational Amateur Athletic 
Federation, an athlete faces an 
automatic four-year ban if 
found guilty of using steroids. 
Negura, 29, finished eighth in 
the 10,000m final at the Atlanta 
Olympics. She won the world 
15-km road title in 1990 and 
1991. Sweden’s Sara Wedlund. 
who finished second in Char- 
leroi. would be declared the Eu- 
ropean champion if Negura is 
stripped of the tide. 


Due reward for Johnson 


Hockey 

Bobby Crutchley and Katta 
Johnson, two players with to- 
tally different international 
fortunes during 1996, yesterday 
won their respective “Player of 
the Year” awards, writes Bill 
Co brill. 

Johnson, the nigged Balsam 
Leicester defender who retired 
from the international scene in 
1995 after the birth of her first 
child, was persuaded to return 
to bolster Great Britain's de- 
fence at the Atlanta Olympics, 
and played a key role in her 
team reaching the semi-finals. 

Sadly, the fairy-tale ended in 
the bronze medal match when 
Johnson's penalty stroke 


against the Dutch was easily 
saved, and Britain had to set- 
tle for fourth place. 

The 26-year-old Crutchley. 
in spite of finishing as the 
leading scorer in the Austra- 
lian, English and Italian 
leagues in the previous 12 
months, was overlooked by 
Great Britain for Atlanta. 

Gutchley's phenomenal sco- 
ring has continued in this sea- 
son's National League, where 
he currently leads the way with 
31 in 14 outings for the lead- 
ers, Cannock. Now it would be 
unthinkable for England to go 
to the Five Nations tournament 
in Islamabad in March - to cel- 
ebrate Pakistan's golden jubilee 
- without him. 


American Football 

DanReews has tatenwer as tire coach 
and head of football opera Dons of the 
Atlanta FaJcons on a five-year contract. 
Reeves, 55, who was dismissed by the 
New Vbrt« Giants at the end of the sea- 
son, succeeds iune Jones. 

Basketball 

NBA: Orlando 99 Mem 87: Houston 102 Chica- 
go BK Indiana 111 PhtadeWia 107; vancou- 
«t 100 Torero 93; ClawWnd 107 LA CUppws 
102 (oft Portend 102 Uran 96. 

BUDWBSER LEAGUE: Chester Jets 82 Nayucadk 
E80K75. 

CtASSC COLA NAIWNAL CUP: Mart Post Lon- 
don Leopards 87 Sheffield Starts 79. Women 1 * 
float Sheffield Haters 80 Rhondda 52. Hen’* 
Trophy Hnafc (Won 77 Plymouth 60. 


stm) Pain that rend* A Welch (Guernsey) and 
0 Lo Mnouand UewJ bt J Rahtai flan and N 
Button (SA) 5-7 7-5 7-6 7-3; S Rees and JPnco 
wan ot T Tone iHKl and S WOK* icanl 2-7 7- 
a 7-0 7.2; M Sing and T Adcock (Eng) UHSchrs. 
Oita and R Bra^r PC) 4-7 2-7 7-1 7-3; I 

Taylor aro S Gtesson (Aua M W Renatas (Ere 
and U McMahon (Au8J 7-5 6-7 7-5 7-4. 


The Bfrmtnghafn bow, Carlos Christie 
replaces Joe CaLffl0»'s schediied op- 
ponent, Jose Bayon, far tonight's non- 

tiu e super-rrMtilewelgtt bout in Bristol 
alter the Spaniard missed his flight 

Cricket 

Susan have signed the leg^pinnarAmer 
Khan, 27, who was released by Mid- 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of Edinburgh 
Academicals players in 1 he 
Scotland women's rugby] 
i union team to play England 1 
in the Home Nations' Cham- 1 
ptonship at Blackheath, Lon- 
I don, on Sunday. 


dieses at his own request at the end 
of last season. The county have also of- 
fered terms to the former Hampshire 
and Middlesex pace bowler Martin 
ThwsfieJd, 25. 

SUPERSPORT SERES (Final d*f of tank EMI 
IflndUK Barter 331 and 301 tor 4 daclM Bouch- 
8 68no. BMWtaft 54|; Bctera) 277 MS 
TYutar 95. A R WVta 74) and 219 tor 7 IKC JacK- 
aon 90no. (.0 tarrera 53i. Match ■ 


Cup (Pasadena, 
. CotAigau Pore 
tales 0 Meoco 2 


MB ana l itmad Karas {US i 

stated): 327 J Cook 66 69 67 62 63. 328 M 
CatowcefMj 64 67 66 SJ 67. 332 J Ptanev* 
ISwel GS 70 68 66 62. 333 M O'Meara 68 66 
6866 65. 336 T ToUs 65 69 7366 64; D Rdo- 
My 70 69 63 65 69. 387 J Daly 65 73 64 66 
69. 338 G WMb 170 68 70 64 58 68. 339 F 
Comtes 71 71 64 BB 65: C ScadMr 88 89 70 

67 65; l Rnter 63 68 72 7D 66; S Cmk 68 66 

68 68 68: 5 Jones S4 72 67 68 6& S Hoch 71 
66 67 67 68; J D Hate 66 67 66 72 69. ® 
352 5 Lyta 67 74 71 69 71. 

LPGA HEAirUSOUTH INAUGURAL (Lain Bus- 
uVtetB,na)t44rturtafllsairaB207MMf- 
Gann 66 7268: KWa5t>68 7060 /MeGanr, son 
pby-cfl et flrar tofct. 211 B DorteJ 63 72 70. 
213 J Gedfes 72 72 69. 214 B Mucte 69 73 
72: J l*J*y 62 7? 74. 215 D Proper 72 72 71; 
N Lops 74 ES 72. Safeete* 218 L DM6 (GB) 
71 74 73. 221 C Piace (GBJ 73 74 74.225P 
UM0tt(GB)76 75 74. 

SENIORS 1M7 TOUR SCHEDULE: Mkqc 9-13: 


5**<M Open (St Mwgamts, 


tAntatyW-: 
s. Dub*:). 


ium: 6-8: 


jmey Seniors Open (La Mow). 12-15: De Vew 
SentoreOassic iBekon woods. Lres). 20-22: Ry 
iter Swm Oasac (Cdwgtree Pa*. 

NonnantaJ. 28-28: S«dSH Semon Open (F«d- 
rro). July: 3-6: Lwnree Barley Seniors (Hud- 
dmfeU). U-13: Senor German Open fkttato. 
FranMKt). 24-27: Saryor Brasn Open (Royst 
flwtrusn). August 1*3: wemanvi Sena Mas* 
tns fBSnowpiOouiHBJ. 8*10: Cost 5usae Se* 
raws Open (Bad Regal. 22-25: MM Senas 
Ctansttndup rfhe Betty. North WbractehmiV 
29-31: MotorntySerwr Oasac (SI Pjene-OKp- 
stow). Soptemtor. &.7= S«e>sh S*urre Open 
(Wwnaenar. Aberdeen}- Castle RojteSe- 
rwreCtasac (CasnaReMe. Madonna**). Is-au 
taechSerwrOpw (ManaK»l4tr»).OctobaK 

7-13: Player CnampOBhej (Buckinghamshire). 


Ice Hockey 

SUNERLEAGUE: BockrW 6 ftjr 3: CartflllNa- 
Bngham 2. 

P W D L F APta 
Card* 31 32 2 7 156 99 46 


ShoflMd. 

Newcastle. 


-39 19 3 7 120 87 43 
-29 14 2 13 133 111 35 


Hotthtthan 31 14 1 16 116 118 31 

Ayr 30 12 6 12 U4 124 30 

Basingstoke 31 9 2 20 111 139 22 

-27 9 2 16 104 129 20 


FA UMBRO TROPHY Seconrt-nHairt draw: BkO 
dp AucMand v roitiMcft Vienna; By* Swans 
or aroHon e HeyMdfls Swdts Daoeitom A tad- 
Badge V Chekn&rt City: St Albans City v vut*- 
meanicesrer City v Haste ikwm; AsWon Unned 
v fomtoer Br«ge Bonmam Wbod » BatJi Oiy or 
i Park Aveftia v Mora- 


ontoe: Bromserw* Rdwr v Hyda Lrautt WefDng 
United w Gu*etoy; Fameoiourfi Tmm u GmsJey 
Rowan or Aimncham: Cohryn Bay w Southpon or 
HoiasoMM town; VeoW Tom or Hayes v Duncan; 
Kddermtnsier Hamers r Brtey: SateOuiy Cay w 
StouiJi Tom or Doicheewr Town; Si LeonanK 
Stsmcron v DidMcfi Karrtst (Ties fu t# played 
Satwrby B Fe&vay). 

SUNDAY'S LATE RESULTS: US Cup I 
cm»J: Denmark 2 S Andttten & CM 
1 (Satan Todco 5U: ureea States I 

(Aiues 3, Gama Aspe 68>. Mian In 

0 Juvemua 2 (Padouano 31, 63). Spanish 
Laae* Real Bens. 2 Jam 30. Sob og 331 Bar- 
celona 4 (Lus Ennque «5, 65, 78, Ronakto 72). 

Goff 


Maodwatar 26 8 2 16 82 1TO 19 

PREMIER LEAGUE; GuMfMd 2 Sod hurt 5: 

3 Stougfi 6; PrterOorauffi 3 Mafcoy 5: 
TelWrd 4 Swoon 2. 

NORTHERN PREMIER LEAGUED CasSEree&i 5 Fife 
16; Murayteld 5 Ftafey 6: tMwiey 11 EDactaun 5. 

Ice skating 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS (Barp, Parts) 
Women's qualNWns (top 15 from aoeft group 
iFiaflft tor main arant ): Group One: l £ 
Liasnanho IUM 1.0 factomd tfacemcrns: 2 E-M 
Fine (Gert 2JX 3 Y Varooeva lAzen 3.0: 4 J Lsu- 
S» lAdll 4.0; 5 L Hubert IFO 5.0: B S Bonaly 
iFrt 6.0: 7 A RKtno (Poll 7.0; B Z Swed (POD 
8.0: 9 A Dual (Ftoj 9.0; 10 D Pott (Hung) 10.0: 
U. M Kooac (Stawnl 11-0; 12 Z Pautwa (Sto- 
<ohj 12.0: U K Bramfektt (Sue) 13.0: 14 I 
JaMa»MC (Ooa) 14.0; 3£ KHanevoM (Nor) l&XL 
Group Two: 1 M Bayrckaya (tbs) l-ft 2 1 Slut 
GHa» Oka 2 j 0: 3 V GJsnientf IF4 3A 40 Marta 
ua (Run 4.0: 5 V Dym (Qarl 5.0: 6 R Catt (Hung) 
6.0: TLKukwana (CzRepi 7 XT. 8 Y Lawenehufc 
(Ukrl ao: 9 SM WtatBi (Ff!> 9.0: ID M Andrade 
(Sp) 10.0: 11 A Dorae (BuD lUh S2T-S Bam- 
t>a atari ntj 12.0; 13 j AirowsnMMGBI KLQ: 14 
A FWi (Est) 14 0; is; GoMMenta (Esu 15.0 

Rallying 

MONTE CARUO RALLY (after afai ttned a togfetf i 
1C Sara [Spl Fora Escort lm 37mai 9s*C 2 T 
UBMnen (Finj Mounts* Lancer U7: 12: 3 PU- 
ato fflj Subaru kiosza 14733; 4- C McRae 
(GB) Subaru Imoram. F Loh (Bed Toyota Cebu 
13931: SAScnasc (Gen Fen Escort 139:58: 
7 D Aunol iTr) Fort Escort 1:40:23: 8 U Haul 
roer) MisuUsn law 1.-4231; 9 D Depong (Gar) 
Fort Escort 1:4232: 10 0 Bum ISwtt) Subaru 
tmpreza 1:43 J3. 

Rugby Union 

ENGLAND A (b Scotland A, HartaqUre, 31 Jan- 
isylsHBeal (NantarODn); AAdabeiyoCBattl, 
W GmaitNOOd (Letaaer, capt). N firaaoMoek 
(Wasqs), D U^sr (Hortecunrs): A King (Wasptl. 
KJBracNu (Saracens); R HanMdc Cwmnyl, 
R CaetaHU (LbcosubI, J MaBatt (Bathj, a 
Archer (Neucaafej. D Stas (Gtaueestw). C 
Stwasby (Wasps), N Bank (Leessui), A 
Dfpron (SdracereJ. Rqdacamaaa: N Wafctn 
lHartequns}. P ChalDnor (Harteqursl, J 
Hafflndar (Sale). K Ytrtaa (Bath). S Diamond 
(Sate). G AKson (Hartequlnsl. 

ENOANO A hr Otago, Bristol, 31 Jaranfc 
C Catfing (QtoucrnBr); I Hunter (Nonhampttrr). 
A Bfartfi (Newcastle). M Aflon (Northampton). 
H Tli unre y wiift (Northampton); M Ma p totoft 
(Gtoucesw), s Bafltoo iSwcestert; M vgdand 
(Northampton), D Waat (taoesrari, V Uhofpi 
(Bath), R R«er tOoucesert, J Rwdar (Sets), 
M Ceny (BnstoQ, R iartdn (taiequrB). S qo- 
noh (Ban, capt). Raptaeamants: G Eastar- 
by (RoUwiftarn). R Lloy (leicesisrl. P Mensah 
(Hartequms). G French (Baihl. W Breen 
(Wasps), P Ang ta uu (Orrall). 


Snooker 

DR MARIENS EUROPEAN UEASUE (Dlamand 
Centra, irttiantfmMO# J Nfflra CcoJ 

drew win R CTSUbvan (Erg) 44; S Hendry (Sen) 
tK S Daws (Eng) 7-1. 

Sumo 

NEWfEAR GStAMSTOURNAMEMT 
•toy of 15: Mau0s3® iron 5. lost 41 by D . 
(T-2r. vamsto 14-51 DC naararuina 15-4); Ganyu 
(5-41 n Kombewu r4-5): StaashteiB (6-31 « D»- 
hrio &4): Konetaa &4) or MrauM (4 -Sr Terao 
14-5) bt Kstoryu t4-5K Rtoo (6-3) or Asonosho i4- 
5): Aoevama (4-51 bl DaoM (5-4); Konncwata 
16-31 n tnrtiL-gmiM 1 6-3): Hamanostwns (4-6) M 
OarasMo Q-7i: NntadadoAi |4-5! U Mnaun 
(4-5): Kenu (3-61 hi Asanowata O-d: Takaron- 
mr7-DBi«ahvuiahaQ-6J:Musovamo 0-6) bt 
Tocnranka U-6i: KotcnariAi i2-7) k Ahnxie- 
ma (3-6): Mtsashmani (9-0) to Tosaneune 15- 
41; urakanohena r9-0) at Higonoune (3-S); 

n»|4-5fcTUEr 


Tantfoa® (3^) « Tatasnam I 
(7-2J a Kyohusnutort 14-5K Akebono (9-0) bt KPo 
14-5). 


Swhmnlng 

SPEEOO BRITISH CRAHD PICK (S<mm« 
Men: GOm branUduke: 1 A Awes (Swansea' 
29:77; 2 R NKtates (Swansea) »79. 3 P KW- 
hushlS«ensoa)30e3& lOOmfreeity te : IS Bum 
Uarni 50-84; 2 H OYtairm (Now (tote) 51.-97: 3 
N Ham (Cootemej 52:40. 200n medtoje 1 C Jc«s 
iSwanseel 2:04:76; 2 E Owners Putanrhata:) 
208:73; 3 G Moggn (Swareee) M&SS. Wwnm 
lOOra butterfly: 1 S Fkxft (ReaolnfO 1.-04:35: 2 
L Ketatar (MBfeWI) 1:0402; 3 i CJiey Wgftn 
wasps) 1.-05S9. lOOoi freestyle: 1= v Haw 
ISaoittrt. L COqrc (Wb^ WaspJ 6401: 3 1^ 
her 5ft94. 20CM breastxtnka: 1 R Comer (W«an 
Wasps) 2:40-35: 2 C Heyea (W«an Wasps) 
2rfO:S7 : 3 C Warren (Torfaen) 2:40-.®. 

Tennfs 

AUSTRALIAN OPEN (MaSMume) Man's i 
fourth round: P SAMPRAS lUS) brD HrbetyfS 
»a*0 6-7 6-3 B-4 3-6 6-4; G IVANISEVIC (Croa> 
ft C Ruud (Non 4-6 6-2 6- 7 6-3: 6-3: A COSTA 
(Sp) bt W FEHREKA ISA) 6-3 6-2 3-2 retired: T 
MUSTS? (Auij bl 1 OOUHHt tUS) 6-2 36 7-6 6-3. 


Hen's doubles third raund: S LAREAU iCaniano 
A OWEN IE’S) or T Kwnoars and T ANssen itaibi 
6-36-0: R LEACH and I STARK lUSi m J BJOPf - 
MAN and N KULTI (Sue) 6-3 6-7 frl. 

Women's suittaa fourth roumh I SPttLEA 
moral bt K HA8SUD0VA (StoraKI 6-4 6-4; D -an 
Roost (Bell B C RUBIN lUSi 7-5 E~l: M J FER- 
NANDE (USI bt P Scftnyder rSurtri 4-6 6-4 6-1: 
U rtwrjs (SwtU M R Dragmw (Rornl 7-6 6-1 
women's doubles thM round: C MARIWEZ (Spi 
and P TARABIMI iArg) M K. Habsudora and R 
Zmoahwo (StoioW 6-3 6-J; N ARENDT (US) and 
M B0LLE6RAF iNeflu U A Huber and B Rrttnei 
■Gar) C-2 6-1. 

Mixed doubles second mind: L Mrf*ei and B 

MacPhie I US) K 6 FemandpitUSi and A Reran) 
ffiusi 6-1 63: L RAYMOND aftf P GALBRAITH tUSr 
H K-A Guse fAusi ana P Notuai iSAi 61 60: A 
KournAvOka [Rusi and M hnortes (Banami ot k 
Pd and J Wane (US) 6 7 6-4 B-ft L Notend iiau 
and/deiagw iSA) WH SUHOVA land CSUh iCz 
Rea) 63 7-6; N MMuedew lUm and J Eltmgh 
iNeffi) bt J Capnat, iUSi and P Cash iAusi 63 
62. 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 
from 180+ resorts in Europe and 
North America. 

Phone or fax: 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-g lance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 1804- resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 SOI 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow - by fax. 

Call SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897300 301 


SKICODES 


For a lax fist of 1804- 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 


I Around the resorts 






Resort 

ANDORRA 

Comment 

Area 

Last 

srtdra 

Lwr 

CM 

Upp 

CM 

Forecast 

GraufteiK - 

.Powdery on upper slopes 

100 % 

20.1 

130 

180 

Snow ftumes 

Pas de la Casa 

.Fresh snow 

100 % 

20.1 

UO 

ISO 

5r*w sJwii 

AUSTRIA j 

Futpmes 

.Sod snow cover an gader 

100 % 

5.1 

10 

50 

Crtangaable 

Gannr 

CANADA 

.Hard base, gpppy up 

100 % 

4.1 

UO 

13b 

Snow?hwre 

Trembtant 

.Filte granular 

100 % 

17.1 

40 

eo 

OCKidV/WW 

WfabSer 

FRANCE 

.Ptxwief/^uomefl powder 

100 % 

19.1 

230 

230 

Owcrcass 

Coardmd 

-Upper stapes 0 »d 

97% 

20.1 

100 

140 

Llfjlt snew 

Ftalne — 

.Good conditions up tod 

75% 

20.1 

SO 

230 

Snow flumes 

La Ctasaz ........ 

ITALY 

.New snow 

96% 

20.1 

50 

250 

LijJit snow 

Uvtfno 

•Atortanoeafdrysnow 

100 % 

20.1 

95 

200 Vaotfe/snoH | 

Macugnaga 

.Goad coverage all lewis 

90% 

20.1 

90 

320 {Xocra/snow 1 

ttedeskno. 

SWITZERLAND 

.Wtae? condtttors 

100 % 

20.1 

115 

390 

Venable 

WMtgan 

JSona artificial snow tower 100% 

10. 1 

20 

100 

Changeable 

Zflrmatt 

.Fresh and diy 

100 % 

5.1 

55 

2 SU 

Variable 

UNITED STATES j 

Crested Butt*.. 

.nMder/pached powoeT 

100 % 

15.1 

155 

195 

Mglnctaudy 

Ilearerty Pcirter/pactetl powder 

100 % 

15.1 

160 

360 

Mem clear 





Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 
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Keith Elliott 

Mushers the scourge 
of lovers, page 20 
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Rowell sends I When the heat is on 

Hill into the 
England fray 


TUESDAY 21 JANUARY 1997 • THE INDEPENDENT 


Alan Watkins 

The greatest sporting competition 
in the world, page 20 



Rugby Union 

CHRIS HEWETT 

The long shadow of domestic 
nigby politics hung heavily over 
the Five Nations’ Champi- 
onship once again yesterday. 
Rank and file supporters are be- 
gum tog to suspect that it might 
be easier to sort out the future 
of Hebron than solve the te- 
dious conflict between Twick- 
enham and its insubordinate 
senior dubs. 

For Richard Hill of Saracens, 
however, it was a red letter day 
all the same. The 23-year-old 
open-side flanker from Surrey 
will win his first cap for England 
againsL the Scots in the Calcutta 
Cup match on Saturday week. 
He first announced his rich 
potential as a pupil at Bishop 
Wordsworth’s School in Salis- 
bury and if his emergence puts 
to an end the frustrating search 
for a long-term successor to the 
great Peter Wiruerbattom, we 
can expect to see Jack Rowell, 
the national coach, sinking to his 
knees in the middle of Cathe- 
dral Close and reciting a prayer 
of thanksgiving. 

England have been hunting 
high and low for a fast, muscu- 
lar and physically imposing 
breakaway since “Winters" 
packed it in almost four years 
ago and, at 6ft 2in and very near- 
ly 16sL Hfll has the right di- 
mensions. Whether he has the 
mental hardness to survive at 
Test level, only time will tell. At 
least he has the opportunity to 


find out. In theory, that is. Re- 
ports mat the big white chiefs 
tram Eproc, the umbrella or- 
ganisation representing dubs in 
the lop two divisions of the 
Courage League, were renew- 
ing their threat to withhold 
players from international duty 
in the absence of a final agree- 
ment on decision-making pro- 
cedures in the new profession a! 
game removed some of the 
shine from Rowell’s an- 
nouncement of a new-look side. 

However, Charles Lcvison, 
the senior Wisps committee 
man who has negotiated on be- 
half of Epruc in recent months, 
said yesterday that the Domes- 
day scenario was extremely re- 
mote. “Nothing is being 
threatened," he insisted. “We 
were concerned that the docu- 
mentation we received at the be- 
gmitoig of the month did not 


England team 

V Scotland 

i_ Jf* Twickenham. 1 February) 

IT f&g”":-- Newcastle 

i/S£S 0lme —Bath 

•Harlequins 

tfc.Sr" 01 ? - “-“Bath, capt 

IS? n " IBOd Newcastle 

P Grayson . — .Northampton 

a s-”* - wssps 

g Rowntree — Leicester 

mjSSSL KarV * SS 

m Johnson Leicester 

® ® haw .....Bristol 

L Dallagfa) vttesps 

Jammer Northampton 

h mm -Saracens 

“WjKwwmteJ Gmcott (Bath). M Catt 


Bath’s No 1 target 
is Woodward 


CHRIS HEWETT 


Bath, the Courage league 
champions, are not letting the 
grass grow under their feet as 
they seek to replace Brian Ash- 
ton. the respected coach who 
quit the Recreation Ground 
earlier this month. 

Clive Woodward, who re- 
signed his post at London Irish 
shortly before Christmas, is 
their top target. Woodward, 
apped 21 times by England in 
the early 1980s and a Lion in 
both 1980 and 19S3. watched 
the West Countiymen put 50 
points past Northampton on 
Sunday and had talks with se- 
nior club officials. Bath sources 
were hopeful of his agreeing 
terras this week. 

If Woodward, who has thriv- 
ing business interests, decided 
to commit himself to what 
would certainly be a high-pres- 
sure role, he would strengthen 
his ties with Andy Robinson, the 
Bath flanker who took over as 
chief coach following Ashton’s 


departure. The two men 
worked togetherwith the Eng- 
land Under-21 side last season 
and are still heavily involved in 
the national set-up. 

Jonah Lomu is returning to 
England next month in an 
Auckland Blues squad chosen 
for a small tour of Europe as 
part of their preparations for the 
defence of their Super-12 title. 

The All Black captain, Sean 
Fitzpatrick, the stand-off sen- 
sation Carlos Spencer, Fijian fli- 
er Joeli Vidiri and Test No 8 
Zinzan Brooke are also on the 
tour, which starts against Bris- 
tol at the Memorial Ground on 
13 February (kick-off 730pm). 

The Blues will also play Har- 
lequins (18 February) and 
Toulouse (23). The touring side 
will comprise 13 All Blacks, 
three former Test players and 
Fijian and Western Samoan 
internationals. 

AUCKLAND BLUES SQUMk A Cashmere. 1 
Vidm . ) Lomu, B Lima, E Qaite, L Sternness, 

C Spencer. G Laupepe. T Marti. M Scon, j 
Tonu'u.O &ovm. P Thompson, c Dowd. S Fta- 

[jatnds M Jones, A Blowers. M Carter. D Mia 
?■ SS?®* R Broc * £ - R F'omom. C RKHemwnn! 

L Lafatafil, A Row*. 


reflect what had been agreed 
between the two sides in De- 
cember, but we had a con- 
structive meeting with the 
Rugby Football Union last 
Thursday and we expect to iron 
everything out this week." 

Rugby’s version of the bush 
telegraph bad suggested that the 
only way Will Carling would 
face the Scots would be if every 
other half-decent centre in the 
country was ordered by his chib 

to stay at home. As usual, the 
reports of Carling’s demise 
wre seriously premature; for 
the fourth tune this season, 
Rowell has preferred his former 
captain to his former prot£g£, 
Jeremy Gusoott - a decision that 
will be greeted with bemuse- 
ment well beyond the narrow 
confines of Bath, where Guscott 
was canonised years ago. 

Carling will play at outside 
centre - a position in which his 
suspect passing will be less ex- 
posed - with Phil de Glanviile 
returning, as captain, along- 
side him. Rowell admitted that 
de GlanviUe’s position had been 
as much under revision as 
everyone eise's in the aftermath 
of last month’s shambles against 
Argentina, but said he was re- 
assured by reports from the 
Recreation Ground, where 
Bath put 50 points on 
Northampton on Sunday. 

'ftvo other Bath backs were not 
so fortunate; as expected, Mike 
Catt s inability to do the simp le 
things anywhere near as well as 

he does the difficult ones means 

a recall for the goalkicking Paul 
Grayson - “Mike will develop, 
possibly as a centre," Rowefl said 
- while Adedayo Adebayo, fit 
again after concussion, has failed 
to shift Tbny Underwood from 
the left wing berth. 

Other changes see Tim 
Stimpson return at full-back - 
one of the easiest decisions 
confronting the selectors - and 
two positional switches in the 
back row. Lawrence DaJIaglio 
shifts to his club position of 
blind-side to make room for 
Hill, with Tim Rodber elbowing 
aside Chris Sheasby at No 8. 

However, perhaps the most 
significant selection was buried 
among the replacements, where 
Austin Healey was named as re- 
serve scrum-half More talkative 
than Clive Anderson and mar- 
ginally quicker than Linford 
Christie, the outstanding Leices- 
ter prospect finds himself pro- 
moted above Kyran Bracken, 
who, in turn, had been expect- 
ed to replace Andy Gomarsall 
in the starting line-up. 

Bracken is now out in the 
cold - or, at least, in the chilly 
surroundings of the England A 
team, who face the Scottish sec- 
ond-suing at Harlequins a week 
on Friday. It is a sure sign of 
changing times; Healey, still a 
wing a couple of seasons back, 
may well be in the fell England 
side by the end of the champi- 
onship. 



Sampras 

fears for 
his health 


Tennis 


try sitting in the cool blast of an electric fan, under the shade of an umbrella 



or covering your head with a towel and then consume a large draught of iced water... 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 



DERRICK WHYTE 
reports from Melbourne 

Surviving in this Australian 
Open is no longer just about 
staying in the competition, it is 
about staying alive. The searing 
heat of 50C (122F) has placed 
a fearsome burden on the play- 
ers still standing at the quarter- 
final stage and both competitors 
and health officials have ques- 
tioned the wisdom of continu- 
ing in such conditions. 

Pete Sampras said he was “on 
fire" during his five-set slog to 
victory over the Slovak Do- 
minik Hrbatv, but on this oc- 
casion it was not his talent that 
was making sparks fly. 

The No 1 seed fears that of- 
ficials will take action only once 
someone has become serious- 
ly ill. “I think there’s going to 
have to come a point where 
someone really gets hurt out 
there to make some sort of rule 
change." Sampras said after 
almost losing to the 19-year-old 
Hrbaty. ranked 76th" in the 
world. In a match lasting near- 
ly three hours. 

The unwanted distinction of 
becoming the player to force 
that rule change nearly fell to 
an 18-year-old Briton. James 
Trotman. whose heart started to 
“go berserk" during his win in 
the first round of the boys’ 
event. “I felt terrible after the 
first set," Trotman said. “The 
trainer tested my heart beat and 
it was going berserk." 

Like desert explorers the 
players found that the greatest 
risks came if they gave" up and 
sank to the ground. 

Goran Ivanisevic fell to his 
knees after winning beating 
Norway's Christian Ruud in 
another three-hour battle and 
then realised it was not a good 
idea. “That was a mistake. I was 
almost burned, but I was so tired 
I had to fall down." he said. 

"You cannot try* the whole 
game, otherwise you die: after 
10 minutes you’re" dead. I didn’t 
feel too much in my legs. I was 
out of it. I didn’t know where I 
was." 

On Sunday, the Belgian I6th 
seed. Sabine Appelraans. had to 
be placed on an intravenous 
drip, while a defeated Steffi 
Graf was treated for heat ex- 
haustion. 

Gerald SegaL of the Aus- 
tralian Medical Association, 


said: "It could be just a matter 
of time before someone dies out 
there." 

Under the rales of women’s 
tennis, play can be delayed in 
extreme conditions. But an ap- 
peal by playere to postpone 
their matches yesterday was 
overruled by the committee 
which runs the Grand Slam 
tournaments, saying it was un- 
fair on those who" had played the 
previous day. 

The match between the Ro- 
manian eighth seed. Irina Spir- 
lea. and the ninth seed, Karina 
Habsudova of Slovakia, was 
delayed by 30 minutes while of- 
ficials reviewed their request. 

“We were just asking if it's 
possible to play tomorrow," 
Spirlea said after winning 6-4 
64. ’ 

In men's tennis there are no 
rules governing extreme heat. 
Cooling fans were placed beside 
the courts yesterday and play- 
ers draped ice-packed towels 
over their shoulders at the 
change of ends in an attempt to 
cool down. 

“It was so hot Loday. it was a 
joke." Sampras said after even- 
tually winning 6-7. 6-3. 6-4, 

3-6, 64. “My feet were on fire 
and we were both feeling it." 

On his victory, Sampras said: 
‘■There’s an old saving, it’s bet- 
ter to be lucky than good, and 
I definitely had a lot more luck 
than good today." 

The fifth seed. Thomas 
Muster, overcame a series of in- 
juries and a brief floodlight 
failure to beat the] lift seed. Jim 
Courier, in a match which last- 
ed two hours 42 minutes and 
which ended in the early hours 
of Tuesday. Muster received 

treatment for shoulder and hip M 
soreness and blisters on the feet W 
during his 6-2, 3-6. 7-6, 6-3, vic- 
tory. 

Age provided some protec- 
tion against the heat and cer- 
tainly did not stop 16-vear-old 
Martina Hingis in her drive to 
become the youngest-cver 
Grand Slam champion. She 
survived a first-set scare to beat 
Romania’s Ruxandra Dragomir 
7-6. 6-1. 

“I just wanted to win this 
game and I was just so nervous. 

I don’t know why," Hingis said. 

. 1 just felt so different because 
it is a big Grand Slam tourna- 
ment and there is a little chance , 
- well, there is a big chance - 
to win." 

Results, Digest, page 21 



11 


foiTV 


► .-*1 L JC 

■cut 




ir,r •• PUbU ' hmS PLC I CanJda Si* 1 "*- C™ Wharf. London E U 

- L Jud printed al Mirror Colour Pnui. Si Alhuw Ryad. Waifort • 

Bjck issues available from Hworii: Newspapers, (ilttgfi * 40371 ). 

-I .fcumjTv I«ly7 Ri-fblcnd » « new^papr, j* jy*, oiliac 



Venice Carnival 



EBBQ0B 
0 H 0 0 m p 

El □ B □ H n rj n 
EEnamniaij 

13 □ E 3 ED n 
□ HCJHQnng HO00O 
H H Q ra 

H00HCJ Q0EUIHnB0 

q n 

0 00Q[ 

0BHraB n iaHn§EnEiB 

OQdflQgrnn 

-Gisnr 




IRIE 


gg g fc„o% ££ 'on Ur fire- a fcS a Petes " *" fei,s *'™P in . 

Melbourne yesterday as temperatures rose pasTsST 

... or you could try a lettuce leaf under your hat 

These are hardly salad davs for ^ 

[be likes of Steffi Graff and Ptte 
Sampras, who have both found 
the stifling heat of Melbourne 
heavy going. But advice to tack- 
le the oppressive on-court tem- 
peratures is being offered by the 

Alan Iacuone. 

When the heat is on, he puts a 
lettuce leaf on his head. 
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ACROSS 

Game for privatisation? 
JSJ 

Black pupils in rich group 

(33) 

Give account of how to re- 
move graffiti? (S) 

10 Cry ofencouraneraent 
about motorist s friend 
that's listened to f6) 

11 Our silly charges will be 
without reality (S) 

12 Broadcast European con- 
clusion (6) 

14 Sort out reportedly missing 
handful of riigii? (iO) 

18 Exposing us when subject 

to a Wagner work ( 10 ) 

~ Note metal tag attached to 
young bird (6) 

-3 Prime Minister embracing 
one in Hampshire is fig- 
ment of imagination (8) 


24 Joining English bird in 

New York, a definite item 

25 Like a crash course for pi- 
lots? (S) y 

26 P* 1 ™ observed sumound- 
mg king taking Ecstasy (6) 

27 Flow from anchorageimo 
swirling Dee gives one an 
adventure {Si 

t DOWN 

i Awful dump that is a 
source of childish amuse- 
, mem t33) 

- Make oneself comfortable 
in unusual lets in north- 
east (6) 

* Harp is played in area 

served by church (6) 

^ gKtthst or a right-winger'’ 

S“o‘™ dempir - 


Longings not to have 

7 n,on 9 in pav (8) 

Car is damaged in beastly 

F™*d’isr pries,raa>,be 

8 . | 

L> Put cushions on the market i 
^nicn feature in Cape i 

Canaveral (64) r I 

! - Toey gnp the Yorkshire j 

people short of breath we 
hear (8) 

16 Kill off saints mirth (8) 
i / Menacingly promise 

change of bean with a j 

number of commandments j 

19 num ^* :r gain possibly j 

from pain (6) 1 

^morrow graduate will 
„ collect iwo articles (6) 

Srn?p h , eWay0fsome 
aim PE department (6) 


a « 


ALAN NIXON 

Kenny Dalglish was overseeing 
comings and goings at New~ 
castle United yesterday, ac- 

3S ni ? r. the Portuguese 
defender Raul and considering 
Sunderland's £15 m offer for 
Lee Clark. 

Dalglish has gone abroad to 
” ak |. l “ s 0rel signing, the Un- 
international Raul, who 
w out of contract at Ea rense. on 
a free transfer. 

“There have been problems 

at Fa rense where I have not aca‘in!r ?"f cr i . wfl ° scored 

beenjMid.’ the£2m-ratedRau S En ? ,and « *he World 
^ d - “My contract has n^w 

m ■" CMcsllcd and 

The new Newcastle manav r ®. ,anlu «‘ Vialli has put 
er, however, has a difficu J S S at rest by pledg- 

dedding Lees fate after Sun- in S ^ to the club. 8 
derland met the asldnc orice fnr am no1 thinking of 
the transfer.) e0inp *— - 


f* ,u a n u regular fi RWeam 
football, but Newcastle have no 
obvious replacements. 
Sunderland have also been 

p2£r d P ^ land : wilil manager, 
Peter Reid, trying to siun ihi> 
Polish World" Cup XS; 
Marek Citko from under Black- 
bum Rovers’ nose. 

w£fe tep Pf d iD for the 

Wicfrew Lodz stoker who met 

Thn^T l car ? aker manager. 
R S, Parkcs - tost week. But 

dea^anrf 1 ° rC Sta,ling 0n thc 
rui d , now wanl take 
Cuko on loan first. 

The striker, who scored 





.The home-grown Dark piwuraon because of a 

still on the transfer list because “f beUm? “ ^ ek a S°- 

* w «eve it is best to re- 


*225 aWay ’" ^ former'*;: 
vvntus captam said. “What has 

ha ' s . been blown out 
al Proportion because of a 


flTTj. . t*. 


main... seated. ,As the Chinese 
proverb says Seated on the 
banks of the river, waiting for 
things to change'.” 

... T J e srni lc returned to Vial- 
* s fa ec on Saturday - even 
though he was on the substi- 
tutes bench - when Dennis 
^scored against Derbv 
county then unveiled a T-shirt 
which read “Cheer up, Luca, we 
love you”. H ^ e 

Pa Tti e , Norwich winger Darren 
^die has signed an extension 
to his contract which will keep 
nun at Carrow Road until 1999. 
Norwich have also signed the 

onn^h 1 defender Ned Moore 
on a short-term contract. Thc 
jA-year-old Liverpudlian had 

.^Tb an aI the D -- 

M - T , ht L Hartlepool manager 
Mick Tan. who quit over the 
jS k *y d - «« hack in charge 

edto^hJ afle h r . bein S persuad- 
change hB mind. Tail re- 

S cd jii st . thre e weeks after 
being offic, ally ma d c manaSer 

Ih ? ?'T- U1C lWer Plans to scrap 

the clubs youth policy. P 
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. „ . ® I - II February 

2 nights B&B ★★ Hotel £248 - 
Additional nights £41 • 

2 nights B&B £254- 
Additional nights from £44 • 

2 nights B&B *★** £286 • 

Additional nights £60 • 

per person band ib« j j- _ 
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